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AS The Age of Reaſon, contains no new argu- 
ments againſt Revelation, ſo I have only thought 
it neceſſary to ſele& what appeared to me the 


| ſtrongeſt arguments in its favour, and throw them 
into a new form. So much has been borrowed from 


the principal writers on the ſubject, that I thought 
it would be tedious, and at the ſame time unneceſ. : 
ſary, to mark all the paſſages. Should the argu- + 


ments made uſe of be deemed ſufficiently ſtrong, it 


is of little conſequence on the preſent occaſion from 
what ſource they are derived ; ſhould they. appear 
inſufficient it will only prove that I have made an 
injudicious ſelection, and I muſt requeſt the reader 
to examine other works of more merit, before he 
decides againſt a cauſe for which I am a wang 


though zealous advocate. 
T. D. HINCES. 


Cork, 12 February, 1795. 


* «. 43 W — —7VoSꝛr 


ere 


_—_ OS 4 


= 
= 
* 
93 
* 
1 
9 
a” 
2 0 
0 * 
% 3 
* - 
9 
* * 0 * 
23 * 
. * 
* + 
— 


— ot; 
* 4 ba 
1 - of 
5 9 


1 — 3 - — Pe. een _— * 
— r — a —— — rm ms — pil - — Daw 


r % 97 >. Et A—_—_—_ 


. 


TR 


„ 4 


"CONTENTS. 


L 


RE, 44 | | | . . 


J. 
II. 
II. 
IF. 

2 


. 
III. 


PI. 


a” 
On miracles, . . . » 
On prophecy in general, and on 3 
On the evidence for the Moſaic ; 


On the . in the . 


Eures, S Pacos 9 85 
On Evidence, ee. 3 
On the imperfection of Reaſon, | -$$- "307 
Same ſubjef,  .,. . 18 
On the *excellency of the ak 
tian doctrine . . « 25 
Some objection: confidered, . 
On the nature of the A 6 
Chriſtianity, . . . 42 E 
On the evidence for the prince 1. 
. 
On the genuineneſs of the books. 
of the New Teftament, + 


ts. At 


On the reſurrection of Chrif, | 
thoſe of the New Teſtament, 


Revelation, "# * 12 


ſcriptures, . « 
On the evidence for Mabone. 
taniſm, „ 
Concliſſon. * vol 


/ 


i 1 ; 
* 
- * . 1 * . * 
- _- \ 
* 
- 
- 
; : 
A 9 
wp 0 ” 
* 
— * - 
* 
. 
$ z 1 N 
— f 7 ; 
4 : : 
* * * . 
* 7 * 
4 * 
* 
; 4 
1 * F 4 * of 
? 
0 1 : | 
4 . 
FP * / 2 
* 4 
— . . 
* 
5 9 7 * 
. 4 " 
mn | - 
— 4 : * 
1 * 
$ atk. ' @ Y * * 
* 
*. 
1 
* 
1 - 
p % . > 
- „ ** - . 
* * 8 
3 : - 
. . : , : 
* 1 
* * 
> - 
” Fa _— , 2 5 1 
% * » * 
* — 
. 
4 l - a 4 
- * n " - g 
4 = * - — j 
* - : | 
- . 5 © | 
* ' | 
* 
_— . * % * 1 * 
o * CY 
- 
1 % | 
* * N 
| : 
: 
* % 
. : % . 1 
" * 
- 
„ * - 4 % — 
ry = \ 0 * . - 
* . a 6 
, 7 ' 
. 
* P 4 , A * s T Py F hf 1 
0 PF Y a 5 2 
Pa x 
o g : Ss 1 
2 » . 
* & % * 4 
. - 
* . 
% 


o * q „ 


p 
n DP * — 5 — = —— 
* — —— - a 


— DL. Dr. ea — nn 
* k s #"y 6 by Mc wc VL 3s -v = 4 _ WE! * n X "» . 
— EIT er ho AS © 6 bn 
a n — rugs —ů— c *y 
. — 3 2 2 ao ＋ : 


««/ et ee a. „ _ — 
. ww + 


s o — 4 
Ce ws 


l \ 4 ** N * 
ey . * L * 
Ax * 4 : 
j , . F , _ , * © ? ; 
® 44 * * * ' ** \ b a 4 4 
- 4 o « l - 1 P A. Þ* "* ' . 
4 . © 3 þ 
px g . 
* 0 : 
? iS 4 * | g « y #4 7 
U by & * 1 q : : 4 , g 1 ol 
— 
* 7 by \ ' y * 
i ?' * N 0 o . 
ha " . * . , ">. , x 
* 16 + © pf 
* 
4 ” 


1 
1 6 * 
2 * 
. % , ter 8 
** 7 
0 4 io P 
” 
* - . Wo 


INHABITANTS OF CORE. 
LETTER: I. 


FrLLow-Cirtzzxs, 


A WORK has lately been circulated amongſt you with 
much induſtry, and, if I have been rightly informed, with 
conliderable ſacceſs, which calls for the exertions of aft who 
are ſatisfied of the truth of Revelation and regard the doQrines 
of Chriſtianity as cloſely connected with the preſent and future 
happineſs of mankind, Had this work been permitted to take 
the uſual courſe, and only one or two copies of it reached this 
part of the Kingdom, I ſhould not have thought of troubling 
you with any remarks, but have truſted to the anſwers which 
ve been or wilt be publiſhed in other places, and to the 

excellent works which have been written in ſupport of the 
evidences of Revelation, But when ſome perſons, with a zeal 
which I cannot think laudable, which perhaps deſerves repre- 
henſion, have rendered it by their exertions a local publication, 
and have cauſed its diſperſion amongſt thoſe, who from their 
fituation in life, are unable of themſelves to ſee the falſe rea- 
ſoning it contains, it is incumbent on thoſe, whoſe education 
and courſe-of ſtudy have led them to inveſtigate the ſubje 

to endeavour to aſſiſt their brethren, and prevent them if poſ- 
fible from forſaking the clear and pleaſant ſtreams of Religion, 
for the muddy and bitter waters of infidey. With this view, 
this and the following Letters are addr © u. 
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...The. publication to which, I have alluded, is entitled The Age 
of Reaſon, Being an inveſtigation of true and abulous theology, a 
it is written by Thomas Paine, a man who has acquired much 
celebrity by his political writings, whoſe name 1s there- 
fore calculated to promote the circulation of any work. The 
title which the author has arrogantly, if not inſidiouſly pre- 
fixed, intimates his deſign of ſhewing that Chriſtianity is incon- 
ſiſtent with reaſon, and that it is to be conſidered only as a 
kind of fabulous theology. 


There are ng objeQions contained in this Pamphlet-which 
have not been-already urged, and in the opinion of moſt who 


| have examined both ſides of the 1 completely refuted. 


Like moſt profeſſors of infidelity* the writer ſeems to have 
viewed Revelation only under the maſk of prejudice, and to 
hove haſtily adopted an opinion which a more full and candid 
view of the ſubject might have ſhewn him the impropriety of. 
Unable to judge the heart of a fellow-creature, I ſhall not 
diſpute that purity of intention to which Mr. Paine lays claim, 
nor ſhall I encourage the ſuppoſition that he does not believe 
what he has publiſhed. Like others who have held ſimilar 
opinions, he may be ſincere, and he is certainly more honeſt 
than thoſe, who agreeing with him in opinion pretend a zeal 
for Chriſtianity, and openly deplore that apparent decling in 
which they ſecretly rejoice, and which their own conduct has 
a tendency to promote, At the ſame time I muſt condemn 
that confidence in his own judgment which has led him to dif- 
ſeminate opinions reſpecting which he is in a great meaſure 
very, ill-informed, and which, though they may have been 
33 e e ak 


* „ 9 ä 3 —— i O. 4 — 4 * 


Mr. Paine in making ſome very juſt remarks on mental lying, as 
he terms it, and the practice of men's ſubſcribing to articles they do 
not N has introduced a new 22 of ebene ch 
Infidelity, ſays he, does not con/it in believing, or diſbelievmg, it con/Afts in 
a r projeſſing to believe — op does not believe. Notwithſtanding 
this aſſertion I am ſtill inclined to think the 2 meaning af infide- 
lity to be unbelief, or ſcepticiſm ; I have therefore continued to uſe it, 
n that ſenſe, as not liable to be miſunderſtood... What Mr. Paine re- 
probates may more properly be termed hypocriſy. The difference be- 
tween the words will perhaps appear more ſtrongly by remarking} that 
if we ſpeak of a perſon who denies Revelation, we call him an infidet 
or unbelie ver. but when we ſpeak of a man who profeſes to believe what 
he really does not, then we lay he is an hypocrite, Had not Mr. Paine 
in conſequence of early prejudices, entertained ſuch a contempt for the 
dead fludy of dead languaget, he would not have fallen into this mit- 
take, as there is no word, thederivation of which points out its mean- 


ing more diſtinctly than infidehty, 
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vobnfirmed by long habit, do not ſeem to have been originally 
the reſult of deep and impartial inveſtigation, eſpecially, when | 
thoſe opinions, thus artogantly:afſerted,” have a tendency to 
- weaken, if not deſtroy the principles of Virtue and Religion ſo 
- uſeful to ſociety, and to rob men of their beſt ſupport under 
the calamities of life. But whatever praiſe or blame attach 
-itfelF to the conduct of the writer, the work is now in poſ- 
ſeſſion of many amongſt you, and though I cannot think the 
arguments contained in it againſt Religion, have much weight, 
yet there are ſeveral circumſtances which render it ry 
to prepare an antidote for the poiſon it contains. There is no 
writer I have ever met with who poſſeſſes the power of ren- 
dering what he ſays plain and ſtriking in a greater degree than 
Mr: Paine, ſo that his arguments ate not ſo much to be dreaded 
from their own weight, as from tlie importance which he is 
thus enabled to give them. Another circumſtance which ren- 
ders his work dangerous, is his want of method, and his con- 
ſtant practice of drawing concluſions which the premiſes will 
not watrint, by which means he impoſes upon the greater 
part of his readers, his language being often more calculated 
to deceive than to inſtrudt. The high opinion which many 
have formed, and probably ſome amongſt you, of his abilities 
and integrity, alſo leads them to receive whatever comes from 
his pen as deſerving credit, and blindly to give up their judg- 
ments to his guidance. On this account though this work ap- 
pears to me to contain no t of much weight agninſt 


Chriſtianity in general, it has certainly gained much attention, 
and has probably done more harm, than any former publica - 


tion of the ſame kind, not even excepting Mr. Hume's famous 

objection to miracles, which has been repeated and conveyed 
in plainer and more ſtriking language by the author of T he 
Age of Reaſon. There is anothet circumſtance to be obſerved, 
which is, that the greater part of Mr. Paine's arguments af- 
fect only particular doctrines, concerning the truth of which 
Chriſtians are much divided amongſt themſelves. Any axgu- 
ments uſed againſt theſe cannot affect Chriſtianity in general, 
unleſs the author had previouſly proved, that they were ne- 
ceſſarily connected with it, which I cannot find that he has 
attempted; for ſuppoſing his arguments. againſt them to be 
perfectly convincing, yet ſtill they would only prove the fal- 
lacy or abſurdity of thoſe doctrines, and the corruption of 
pure Chriſtianity, not that all Revelation is a fiction unworthy 
of our notice; yet this mode of arguing from the fallacy of 
particular tenets, to the fallacy of the whole of Revelation ſo 
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nity, me entreat you to a to the arguments 
uſe with candour, and with a deſire to know the truth, and 
kef of particular doctrines held by the ſocieties to which y. 
belong, do not therefore reje& Religion altogether, but ſoli 


—— n 
ion of. your minds. And may God the Almighty. Father 
us all, give ſucceſs to my 


and 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, and which has too often been loſt ſight 
of from a zeal for particular doQrinest} 1 
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agree, promote 
that love and harmony which ſhould actuate all 
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On this we rely with infallible 
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HAVING undertaken the taſk of defending Re- 
ligion from the attacks ot Mr. Paine, and of ſhe wing that 
there isa decided preponderance of evidence in favour, of di- 
vine Revelation, I ſhall not attempt to follow him through his 
irregularities, but ſhall: endeavour to treat the ſubject more 
methodically, and ſhall firſt make ſome general remarks on 
the natute of evidence. Prophecy and Miracles have been 
juſtly called the grand pillars upon which the evidence of re- 
vealed Religion reſts. That Prophecies were really delivered 
at the time, and accompliſhed in the manner in which the 
advocates for divine Revelation contend that they were ſo de- 
livered and accompliſhed, and that the, miraculous- events al- 
ledged in favour of the divine authority of the Goſpel really took 


place, are facts the credibility of which reſts wholly on the 


evidence of human teſtimony; ſince none will pretend to ſay 


that there is a miracle wrought upon each of us to prove the 


truth of theſe facts. Of evidence, which is the means by which 
the mind acquires the knowledge of truth, there are five kinds. 
The firſt is the evidence of Senſe, by which we ire the 
knowledge of whatever falls under the cognizance of our ſen- 
Tes, ſuch as the exiſtence, properties, and powers of external 
objects; and we rely with certainty on this evidence when our 
organs are in a ſound ſtate, and the object in a proper ſitua- 
tion. Another kind of evidence is Camſciui ſneſi, by which we 
learn the exiſtence, faculties, and ions of our o minds. 
int y, but it extends to no- 
thing beyond ourſelves. Intuition, is a third kind of evidence, 
and upon this, which is the immediate perception of the agree 
ment or diſagreement of our ideas in certain circumſtances, 
we rely without any heſitation. But though Intuitive propo- 
to every idea which ſubſiſts 
in the mind, uſeful truths of this fort are comparatively few. 
Another kind of evidence is Reaſaming, when a third idea is 
introduced, from the relation of which to two given ideas 
their mutual agreement or dif nt is inferred. Moſt of 
our rational knowledge is derived from this ſpecies, which 
may be entirely depended upon when every link of the chain 
is firm, but in the courſe of long deduQions the want of pro- 
per intermediate ideas, and the narrow limits of the human 


mind render it very liable to — The laſt ** 
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and that which is the particular object of our preſent enquicy 
is Teſtimony, by which we learg the exiſtence of facts in times 
and places to which our own obſervation does not extend; 
this is the ſource of all our hiſtorical knowledge, and of much 
of what is called ſcientifick ; by it*we decide the moſt impor- 

tant concerns in life; and oñ it the evidence of divine Revela- 


tion reſts. It will appear to you on conſideration, that ths . 


Kind 6f evidence is in its nature weaker than any of, the. reſt 
ſinte men are liable to error in their obſervations of facts, and 
ſtill 'mor&in' their recolſection of them. They may commit 


miſtakes in tranſmitting accounts of them to others, they may 


miſunderſtand each other's meaning, and they may wilfully 
"deceive," Theſe are diſadvantages certainly. attendant upon 


teſtimony and they give a plguſjbility to that contempt in 


Which Mr. Paine ſpeaks of Hear ſay evidence. Yet there are 
-inſtances in which from a concurrence of circumſtances we 


may as lafely and as conſidently depend upon human teſtimony 


as upon any other kind of evidence. Now the faith which we 
Have in any teſtimony ariſes from our experience that it ma 

be depended upon ſince we: haye generally found that there is 
"a correſpondence between what is aſſerted by men, and the 
things or events which their aſſertions reſpect. Thus if one 
- perſon tells me that the tide has riſen ſo high as to overflow 
the ſtreets, and I find by the evidence of my ſenſes, or any 


5 other evidence; that this is actually the caſe, then I am ſatis- 


ed that his information ns true. If I find by repeated ex- 


perience that the ſame perſon never does deceive me, I con- 
elude that there muſt be a ſufficient cauſe for this con/lant 25 


peurance and that in the fame ; circumſtances, the ſame effe 

may be depended upon. And if notwithſtanding a number of 
-impoſitions, I find that among mankind at large, a regard to 
truth greatly prevails over falſhood, I conclude that there is 


in general ſufficient ground for faith in teſtimony. On exa- 


mining this more cloſely I find what thoſe caſes are in which 


teſtimony is moſt apt to deceive: thoſe, for inſtance, in which 


men either have not opportunity of being well informed them- 


ſelves, or thoſe in which they have an intereſt in aß 


others. And ſeparating theſe from other caſes of human teſ- 


timony, I conſider reports as fully credible, the relators of 
which had competent means of information, and could have 


had no intention of deceiving others, and to ſuch reports [ 


readily give my aſſent. Single perſons however may be ſo 
circumſtanced, that though in appearance they may have 
had ſufficient means of information, and we can diſcover in 

them no deſign of impoſing upon others, yet from ſome un- 
8 | a . 
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known cauſe, their teſtimony may be defective on one or both 
of theſe accounts. But when e have the concurrent teſti- 
mony of different perſons unconnected with each other, equally 
competent judges of what they relate, -and to appearance 
equally impartial, that defect in the evidence is remoyed ; it 
being highly improbable that. the ſame or different , unkngwn-. 
influences ſhould affect many different perſons no way con- 
nected with each other. In this caſe, when many original 
and competent witneſſes agree, we ſeldom entertain the leaſt 
doubt of the truth of teſtimony; nor can we perceive any 
ſeynſible difference between our belief in the exiſtence. of fork 
cities as London and Rome, and in that of; the city we inhabit. 
Though our knowledge of the latter is derived from the evi- 
dence of our ſenſes, and of the former from that of human teſ- 
timony, yet we feel almoſt as full a conviction of the one as of 
the other The want of connection between ſeveral original 
witneſles will be confirmed, and conſequentiy their teſtimony, 
will be ſtrengthened, if, in the relation of the ſame event, theß 
agree in important facts, but vary in minute particulars. For 
ſuch a variance forms a ſtrong preſumption that they had no 
concealed plan of impoſing! upon! their readers. Thus, for 
example, if a man were accuſed of any crime, and on his; 
trial three or four witneſſes were produced againſt him, all of 
whom agreed in proving the material facts of which he was 
accuſed, but who differed in the mode of relating them, and 
in ſome trifling cireumſtances of no great conſequence; which. 
from many cauſes might ſtrike them differently, would not 
any of you, if on the jury of the accuſed perſon, give more 
weight to their evidence on this account than if they agreed, 
in every minute particular? Would you not think in the for- 
mer caſe that each witneſs ſpoke from his own. obſervation,” 
and in the latter, that there was a probability of their having 
planned the tale in concert, with a view to deceive you and 
to deprive an innocent man of bis life? Such conſiderations, 
would no doubt influence your verdict. Another circumſtance 
which will affect the * is the 2 of the fact. 
It we have reaſon to think it probable that ſuch an event 
would take place, we find no difficulty hr” ag it on very , 
ſlender evidence; but if it is in ĩts on natiſte improbable, the 
evidence Muſt be proportionably ſtrong. Were a perlon, . 
concerning whom we knew nothing, to come and tell us dur- ; 
ing ſevere weather in the month of January; that there had 
been a great fall of ſnow in the country, we, ſnould not heſi- 
tate to give our aſſent becauſe it is highly probable, but Were 
a perſon to tell us the ſame 0g the month of July, Ne. 
4 +4 wh 2 8. 4+... 


ſhould require very ſtrong evidence becauſe our own expe- 
rience has — — circumſtance is 

bable. Suppoſe now three or four perſons whoſe integrity 
you have no reaſon to queſtion, and who had every opportu- 
nity of acquiring good information, have related to you any 
circumſtance which is not m its nature highly improbable, and 
that in ſuch a manner as to induce you to think they had not 
concerted a ſtory with each other, would you not be inclined 
to believe the teſtimony of ſuch perſons ? If then | theſe wit- 
neſſes were to perſiſt in their account in oppoſition to their 
own apparent intereſt, if they were to ſubmit to ſufferings and 
even to death itſelf in atteſtation of the truth of what they 
relate, would not this add weight to their teſtimony, and prove 
beyond a doubt their own full conviction of the truth of their 


ſtory ? Satistactory however as this concurrence of circum- 


ſtances would render teſtimony, it is capable of receiving ad- 
ditional weight. For were any monuments of the events re- 
corded to remain in the world, or were there any circum- 
ſtances or appearances which could not be reaſonably accounted 
for, otherwiſe than upon the ſuppoſition of the truth of ſuch 
reports, it would add greatly to their credibility ; thus the 

French phraſes which are uſed in giving the royal aſſent to acts 
of Parliament, and on other occaſions, cannot well be accounted 
for, but on the ſuppoſition of the truth of what is related reſ- 


pecting the Norman conqueſt, and therefore add weight to the 


credibility of that event. Again, if it was the intereſt, or the 
wiſh of any perſons to have contradicted the report; if it was 
in their power to have demonſtrated the falſhood of it, had it 
not been true; and if it is reaſonable to believe that they would 
have ſpared no pains for this purpoſe ; and yet if they were 
ſilent upon the occafion, much more if they acknowledge the 
truth of the facts, would not this greatly.corroborate the evi- 
dence ? Finally, if any doctrine ſupported by facts ſo eſtabliſhed, 
make its way and prevail in oppoſition to all the prejudices, 
intereſts, and wiſhes of mankind, might not this be conſidered 
as a ſtrong additional argument of the truth of the fact upon 
which the doctrine refts? Such are the circumſtances which 
give weight to teſti , and when they are all united in ſup- 
port of any fact, will allow, I think, that it reſts upon 
evidence fully ſufficient to authoriſe belief, In a future Letter, 
I hope to prove to your ſatisfaQion, that all theſe circumſtan- 
ces confpire to eſtabliſh the truth of the facts on which Chriſ- 
tianity veſts, and that therefore they are worthy of belief, not- 
withſtanding the cavil about Hearſay evidence, and the inſinua- 
tion that there are at leaſt millions to one, that the reporters of 
them are lars. N LETTER 
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Ma. PAINE in different parts of his work endeavours to 
impreſs upon his readers that there is no oceaſion for any Re- 
. ſince God ſpeaks to all men by his works, and teaches 
them their duty; thus adopting the opinion of thoſe Deiſtiea l 
writers who in former days aſſerted that a divine Revelation was 
inexpedient, and therefore impoſſible, for that the law of nature» 
is Merfeez as to admit of no addition, and the light of nature 
is fo clear and univerſal, as to need no aſſiſtants. This opinion 
has been combated very fully both from reaſon and fact by many 
able writers, yet our author has not deemed it neceſſary to no- 
tice any of their arguments, which leads me to imagine, that 
like many others, having examined only one fide of the queſ- 
tion, or having relied too much on thoughts euftich bolted into 
his mind of their own accord, he was entirely unacquainted 
with them. As their arguments however appear to me un- 
anſwerable, I ſhall make uſe of them on the preſent occaſion. 
The word of God, ſays Mr. Paine, is the Creation we behold, 
and it is in this word which na human invention can counterfeit” 
or alter, that God ſpeaketh univerſally to nan. It does. mot de- 
pend on the will of man, whether it ſball be publi ſbed or not; it 
publiſhes itſelf from one end of the earth to the other. It preaches 
to all nations and to all worlds ; and this word of God reveals to 
man all that it is neceſſary for man to know of "God. Other 
paſſages to the ſame effect will occur to ſuch of you as have 
read the work, and perhaps they have made no ſmall impreſſion ' 
on your minds. You may imagine, that if the works of God 
teach ſo plainly to all men, without any trouble or learning, 
what they ought to do, there could be no occaſion for a Re- 
velation of God's will tothem inany other manner. All perſons 
who have attended to the works of God will readily allow'that _ 
much uſeful inſtruction is to be derived from them, and will 
aſſent to many of the conclaſions which Mr. Paine has deduced. - 
From them we are enabled to prove the exiſtence and perfections 
of the greatfirſt cauſe, a belief in which is certainly the foundation 
of all Religion. But it does not therefore follow that i reveals 
all which is neceſſary for man to know of God and the duties 
which he owes to him. Nor do I think that it can properly 
be called Revelation. Mr. Paine indeed defines Revelation to 
be ſomething communicated immediately from Godto man, — 
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2 
by immediately, that it lows dire&#ly from God to each individual, 
and not through the medium of another perſon. But this I imagine 
is not the uſual ſenſe in which the word is uſed, and the change 
of ſignification is only calculated to confuſe the reader, though 
this might not have been the author's-intention; © To teveal | 
originally ſignifies to diſcover or make known ſomething 
which; was before a ſecret, and Revelation in a religious uſe is 
's making known! himſelf or his will, either directly or 
ough the medium of another perſon, above what he has done 
by the light of nature. Mr. Locke, in his juſtly admired Eſſay 
on the human underſtanding, has marked out the diſtinction 
between Reaſon and Revelation in the following manner. 
* Reaſcn is natural Revelation, whereby the eternal Father 
e of light and fountain of all knowledge, communicates to 
«© mankind, that portion of truth which-he has laid within the 
reach of their natural facuities, Revelation is natural Reaſon 
" enlarged by a new ſet of diſcoveries communicated by God 
immediately, (i. e. as I conjeQture from the context, not 
© through the medium of his works) which reaſon vouches 
ce the truth of, by. the teſtimony and proofs it gives, that they 
«come from God.” To call the works of Gad a Revelation 
ſeems then improper becauſe whatever they teach us is by the 
light of nature, and not by an extraordinary communication. | 
But not to take up your time with a diſpute about the meaning 
of a word, the queſtion to be decided is plamly this: Are men 
by reaſon alone, capable of attaining a knowledge of every 
; thing which it is neceſſary for them to know concerning God 
N and their duty? Mr. Paine ſays they are; the profeſſors of 
4 | Chriſtianity maintain that they- are not, and it is for each of 
8 + | +1 | | , you 
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lt is one advantage derived from an acquaigtance with the dead 
languages, that we are enabled to underfiand better the meaning of | 
thoſe words, which have been introduced from them into our ownz and, 41 
as Ve have not yet attained the faculty of imparting our ideas to others e 
but through the medium of language, which like all other human 
things, is liable to many imperfections and abuſes, it may be prudent 
on n not entitely to aboliſh the ſtudy of them, leſt writers 
like Mr. Pa ine, who rely on genius alone; without the aid of literature 
or the toil of inveſtigation, encreaſe that inconſtancy in the uſeof words 
already too great, and inſtead of advanciny, render moral ſcience more 
difficult than it is at prefent. It is not a part of my deſign to vindicate 
the ſyſtem of education, nor the uſe of dead languages, but I would 
Juſt obſerve, that if ſome have laid an unneceſſary ſtreſs upon them, as 
1pperior to ſcience, Mr, Paine has fallen into the oppoſite extreme; 


— E ſt modus in rebus, ſunt certi denique fines 
Quos ultra citraque nequit conſiſtere redtum. 
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, you ; after. examining the arguments by your reaſim, to detet- 

mine which you will believe ſay by your: reaſon, for I cart 

aſſure you, notwithſtanding Mr. Paine's aſſertion, that Chriſtians 

ſo far 3 reaſon, appeal to it with confidence, and 
p 


it is by the help of this excellent gift of God, that they are 
enabled to eſtabliſh the truth of Revelation. Let me then aſk 
u whether you think it probable that the generality of man- 
ind, if left entirely to themſelves, would have acquired juſt 
ideas of religious truth, and ot the natute, ſanctions, and 
obligations of virtue? Would they have diſcovered the per- 
fections of the Supreme Being, which we are now capable of 

proving from his works? And if they had, would they have 
inferred from them the neceflity:of pleaſing this Being, by an 
imitation of thoſe perteQions ? Before you'anſwer me, | would 
entreat you to conſider that moſt men have not leiſute for 
purſuing ſuch enquiries, for theſe diſcoveties could only be 
the reſult of long inveſtigation. We. find that men have not 
leiſure for them now, nor had they, in former periods; they 
have ever been too much engaged in the buſtſing ſcenes of 
life, providing for their wants, and purſuing the phantoms of 
ambition, avarice, or pleaſure, which afforded little time to 
contemplate the works of God, in ſuch a manner as would be 
neceſſary for deriving from them the inſtruction Mr. Paine 
ſuppoſes. And even though they had all the leiſure which is 
neceſfary, and were placed in circumſtances. every way fa- 
vourable, yet can we ſay; they would have inclination. for 
ſuch teflections? Do we find men in general inclined to make 
uſe of their advantages in this reſpect ? Or does your own ex- 
perience teach you, that they often admire the beauties of the 
Creation, often obſerve the ſtarry Heavens, the various tribes 
of living things which ſurround them, and all the wonderful 
works of God, without ever raiſing their thoughts to him and 
inferring the divinity of the author; and ſtill more without 
ever drawing one moral concluſion reſpecting their conduct 
in life? To trace out the principles of natural Religion in 
their due connection and evidence is 2 very difficult taſæ: for 
there is a wide difference between diſcovering a ſyſtem of 
truth, and diſcerning the keaſonableneſs of it when diſcovered 
and propoſed to us. We who live in the midſt of light can 

ſcarcely even form a conception of the obſcurity, confuſion 
and uncertainty which may have perplexed the thoughts of 
the wiſeſt men in the ages of darkneſs... It probably required 
greater efforts of reaſoning than we are apt upon, firſt thoughts 
to imagine, to ' aſcertain points 'which are now. looked upon 
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2s obvious to the meaneſt 
before we attribute to the perfection of our reaſoning powers, 
that which may be only the reſult of the ſituation in which 
we have been placed. Knowledge in other ſciences is al- 


lowed by all to have been progreſſive; if therefore the know- 
ledge of divine things is to be attained. by: reaſon only, we 


* 


may infer that it alſo would be progreſſive. Whether it has 


been fo or not will he conſidered in another place: let us at 
preſent attend to the inconſiſtency of Mr. Paine on the ſub- 
jet. Theological and ſcientifick learning-are both, according 
to him, derived from reaſon-alone, contemplating the works 
of God. One would imagine therefore that he ſuppoſed 


them to be ſimilar in other circumſtances ; but this is by no 


means the caſe. Scientifick learning, he thinks, was derived 
to us chiefly from the Greeks, or ans ſpeaking the Greek lan- 
guage; but it has been greatly improved, and is capable of 
receiving ſuch additional improvement, that having the ad- 
vantage of tranſlations, time ſhould. not be ed in learning 
the original, leſt enough ſhould not remain for the advance - 
ment of ſcience. But theology, he ſeems to imagine, arrived 


at perfection all at once, and every man, in every age, with- 


out any aſſiſtance from the experience of his ors, is alike 
capable of underſtanding it. For what elſe can he mean by 
the Creation being an ever-exiſting original which every man can 


through the medium of another perſon ? All men then are 


alike capable of diſcerning God's will from his works, and 


there is no more need for the ſuperior abilities ar exertions of 
ſome individuals in diſcovering our duty, than for the labour 
of others in explaining it. And it is peculiarly difficult for a 


on to receive aſſiſtance from one Who ſpoke a different 


anguage, for though all the uſeful books in ſcience are tranſ- 
lated, and theſe tranſlations will-anſwer all the purpoſes of the 
original, yet when Religion is the ſubject, it is impoſſible to 
tranſlate from one language into another, not only without lofing a 


| _ part of the original, but frequently of miſtaking the ſenſe ; 


is only therefore by the univerſal language of the works of God, 
which all men underſtand, that true religious knowledge can 
be communicated. I own I have been unable to diſcover 
what could induce Mr. Paine with ſuch ſentiments, to . 
his thoughts on Religion at all; and particularly, why he ſhould 


make an offering of them to his French conſtituents, and is - 


fellow-citizens of all nations, in the Engliſh language, when he 
: is 


capacity: We ſhould pauſe then, 


read, and its revealing to man all : that is neceſſary for him to 
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is ſo very ſenſible of the —— of tranſlating chem. 
Leaving theſe inconſiſtences of the ſelf-eleQed prieſt of reaſon, * 
let us return to the ſubject, and let me alk ou, can you take 
n you to ſay, that had you not been inſtructed in the ex- 
>. ine of a God and his perfections, you ſhouldever have diſ- 
covered them from your own obſervation? Do you think that 
every man amongſt you, however engaged in worldly purſuits, 
or however indifferent about ſuch enquiries, would be able 
as he ran along to read infinite power, wiſdom, and E 
in the Creation; to infer that the Being whO made it delighted 
in virtue, und expected it in his creatures; to find out what 
thoſe virtues were that he ought to practice, and to deduce even 
the probability of exiſting hereafter; and being then rewarded 
of puniſhed according to his preſent conduct? Suppoſing that 
you devoted time to the conſideration, have you ſuch cuni- 
dence in your oWn powers as to imagine yourſelves capable f 
ſuch diſcoveries ? But though every man is not able to find out» 
the truths of Religion, yet it is poſſible, you may ſuy, that 
ſome perſon of a contemplative and inquiſitive mind, h E ex- 
erciſes his reaſon to the beſt advantage, or at leaſt a ſociety of 
ſuch men by their joint enquiries, may diſcover a complete 
ſyſtem of religion and morals: it is not for me to determina 
how far the powers of the human mind can go in particular 
circumſtances, but ſuppoſing them to have attained this valu- 
able knowledge, would it be an eaſy taſk for them to inſtruct 
the generality of mankind, to gain their attention, to conte . 
their underſtandings, to overcome theit prejudices, and above | 
all to enforce the practice of vittue by proper authority # 
Would not ſuch men with only the | of their doe 
trine to recommend them, expoſe themſelves not only to con- 
tempt but to perſecution, and probably pay for their ntnuſion 
with their lives? There ſeems then little probability that the 
bulk of mankind if left to themſelves, would acquire juſt ideas - 
of religious truth, and of the nature, ſanctions, and obliga- 
tions of virtue. The queſtion: however of moſt importance 
is concerning the fact, whether what has been ſo boldly aſſerted, 
is agreeable to the experience of paſt ages, which I ſhall exa- 
mine in the next Lett. 
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II is aſſerted by Mr. Paine that the Creation preaches to all 

nations, and all worlds, and reveals to man all that is neceſſary 
for man to know. of God. As it muſt have done the ſame in 
former times if it does ſo now, the true queſtion is, what was 
the actual tate of the world with reſpe& to Religion and 
morals, previous to the publication, of the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion, for if mankind had not the glorious adyantage of a con- 
ſtant, "immutable, clear, and univerſal revelation in the works 
of God previous to this period, you will ſcarcely be induced 
to imagine that — have acquired it ſince. In diſcuſſing then 
this queſtion of fact, it may firſt be obſerved that many of 
the heathen philoſophers of the greateſt abilities, and the moſt 

| inquiſitive minds, who were placed in the moſt advantageous a 

ſituations for enquiry, who had the beſt means of information, 

and who had devoted a great part of their time to this purpoſe, 

fell into the moſt egregious errors, both with reſpect to the 
altributes and providence of the Supreme Being, andthe nature, 

-- obligations, and ſanctions ot virtue. This aſſertion indeed 
ſeems to be contradicted by one of Mr. Paine's, who whilſt he 
allows tat the morality which eſus preached and practiced was » 

of the "moſt benevolent kind, adds that ſimi lar ſyſtems had been 
preached by Confucius' and ſome of the Greek philoſophers many 
years before; by which he evidently inſinuates that Chriſt js to 
de ranked no higher than theſe philoſophers in any reſpect. 
My object at preſent is not however to prove the ſuperiority 
of: Chriſt; but to ſhew that the light of nature did not enable 
them to form perfect ſyſtems. Amongſt the heathen philo- 
ſophers Socrates is generally ſuppoſed to have been the wiſeſt 
and beſt; and according to the accounts we have of him, he 
was certainly an excellent character. He lived to the age 
feventy, in the moſt flouriſhing- period with reſpect to arts 
and ſciences, of the moſt dilinguiſhed city of Greece, a coun- 
try ſo far exceeding the reſt of the world in civilization, as to 
regard them as barbarians, He enjoyed perfect leiſure for 
proſecuting any ſtudies he engaged in, and ſeems to have ſpent 
| almoſt his whole life in acquiring and communicating know - 
| ledge. Here then was a man eyery way qualified for making 
thoſe great diſcoveries by reaſon alone, were it poſſible to 
make them: and though he never publiſhed any thing himſelf, 
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able to humanity. Reſpecting a future ſtate,” this great man 


| 1 W019. 
we have copious accounts of his opinions in the writings ot 
his eminent diſciples Xenophon and Plato. Now it appears 
that Socrates conformed himſelf, and adviſed his followers to 
conform to the worſhip of thoſe Gods, which the ſtate acknow- 
ledged, and that he frequently ſacrificed to them in public, 
from which we may fairly infer that Socrates, with all his 

wiſdom, was unable to diſcover the abſurdity of polytheiſm, 
although he pointed out many abuſes; for I am not willing to 
believe that fo good a Ae would be guilty of mental lymg, 
and even in the moment of diſſolution would appoint a ſacri- 
fice which he deemed entirely unneceſſary. Socrates ſeems like- 
wiſe to have been a believer in oracles and divination, of 
which he made great uſe ; and ſo far was he from thinking 
natural philoſophy the beſt guide. to true religion, that he 
ſeems rather to have diſcouraged it, and to have conſidered it 
as above the reach ot human reaſon, Socrates was the firſt 

Greek philoſopher who applied himſelf principally to morals, _ 
and he excelled both in precepts and practice all who ſuc- 
ceeded him. Yet excellent as his morality was upon the 
whole, the practice of common ſwearing in which he indulg- 
ed, argued a want of proper reverence for: God, whilſt his 
ſpeaking of the barbarians, that is, all other nations, as natural 
enemies to the Greeks, with whom they ſhould be continually 
at war, and whom they might therefore reduce to flavery, . 

waſte their fields, or burn their houſes, is not eaſily reconcile. 


ſeems to have been in much uncertainty, and the arguments 
he advances to prove it are very weak and inconcluſive. Of 
the Greek philoſophers in general, none of whom ſeem to 
have been equal to Socrates in wiſdom or virtue, it may be 
obſerved, that though the greater part acknowledged one ſu- 
preme God, they, taught at the ſame time, with the 
ſame ſincerity, the worſhip of many ſubordinate deities, ſome 
of whom were of the moſt wicked and immoral characters. 
The homage due to the ſupreme Being, was intercepted by 
their attention to the variety of ſacrifices appointed to be per. 
formed to theſe falſe and imaginary deities: and their con- 
ceptions of God were either ſo erroneous or unſettled, that they 
could not have any effect in promoting virtuous practice, or 
adminiſtering conſolation in the ſeaſons of diſtreſs, or in the 
hour of death. It is but juſt however to own, that the writ- 
ings of the philoſophers contain many excellent truths, fine 
ſentiments, and precepts both of the moral and devout kind. 
It was to be regretted that * was no method of propaga- 
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wou!d have had little influence inds engroſſed, darkened, 
and corrupted with the loweſt, and moſt abominable ſuperſti- 
tions. It may indeed be doubted, whether even men of learning 
and education, were able to protect themſelves from the cor- 


' rupting influence of the low and immoral characters of the 


Gods, whom they thought themſelves-bound to worſhip,— 
Confucius, the famous Chineſe pffloſopher, has been par- 
ticularly mentioned by Mr. Paine. Though I have often 


heard him and his followers highly extolled, yet I conſidered our 


ſources of information on the ſubje& ſo imperfeR, that I ac- 
knowledge, I never enquired into his character till I under- 


took theſe Letters. It has been long the practice of infidels 
to bring up the Chineſe im one form or other, though it does 


not appear that they are more wiſe or virtuous than other 
nations who have had fimilar advantages. 'They have im- 
proved much in the arts and ſciences, conſidering their ſitua- 


tion, but they fall far ſhort of Europeans. Their philoſophy 


has many abſurdities, and their morality ſeas very indifferent 
both in theqry and practice: ſo little benefit have they reaped 
from the labours and precepts of Confucius. Moſt of what 
we know concerning this philoſopher, who like Socrates, de- 
voted his principal attention to morals, is calculated to raiſe 


him in our eſteem; but there ſeems to have been an auſterity 


in his precepts, which places him below that teacher, whoſe 
oke yas eaſy and his burden light. With reſpect to Religion, 
1. appears to have believed in the ſuperſtitious opinions of his 


 Ecuntrymen ; and I cannot find that he had any notion of a 


future ſtate, which it ſeems his followers expreſely deny. 


From the idea Mr, Paine's works have given me, of the little 
, Iam inclined to think 
that in mentioning Confucius, he did it without a previous 


knowledge be has acquired by reading, 


enquiry into his character and principles. I am the more in- 
duced to think ſo, from ag circumſtance recorded of him by 
Dr. Leland,* which he takes from an author much prejudiced 
in his favour, ** Confucius,” he fays, “ blanied thoſe whs 
4 did not worſhip according to the accuſtomed rites, but were 
F* ambitious to ſacrifice to a higher kind of ſpirits than their 
% condition allowed, For, according to the Chineſe laws, 


% none but the Empetor was to offer ſacrifices with folerare 


rites 
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In nis work entitled The advantage ayd of the Chriſti 
Repplation, from which, and Dr. Do OY: = 
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e rites to heaven and to the earth. The tributary Kings and 

4 Princes, who were next i dignity to the Emperor, were 
« allowed to ſacrifice to the mountains and rivers, or to their 


« ſpirits: me inferior governors to inferior things; and ſo 


< on; every one was to offer ſacrifices according to the rank - 


<6 of the offerer and the ſpirits to which he ſacrificed.” Con- 


« fucius was for having this order ftriatly-obſerved ; from 


« whence it is evident, that he conſidered * chiefly 
« in a political view.” You- will perhaps be ſurpriſed on 
reading this, to find Confucius fo extolled by the author: of 
the Rights of Man, the avowed champion of liberty and 
equality, and ſo ſhould I, could 1 imagine he was more ac- 
quairited with that philoſopher and his opinions, than the moſt 
ignorant perſon who may chance to read theſe Letzers 

Chriſt certainly teaches no ſuch diſtinction in worſhip, nor is 
there any ſe& of Chriſtians, I know of, which forbide the 
king and the beggar to pay their homage to the ſame God who ia 
over all, and who is no reſpecter of perſons. To Confucius and 
the Greek philoſophers, whoſeſyſtems equalled that of Chriſt, 
Mr. Paine has added the Quakers, a compliment for which; 


I imagine, that reſpectable body will not be much obliged to 


him: ſince, though Mr. Paine may be ignorant of it, they 


have ever acknowledged Chriſt as their maſter, and profeſsto- 


have derived their ſyſtem, from what is repreſented as taught 
by him, in the New Teſtament.* From the very curſory view 
I have taken of the ſubjeR, it will I hope, appear to you, that 
the light of nature was not of itſelf ſufficient'to prevent men 
who had every natural advantage, from falling into egregious 


errors reſpecting the nature of the ſupreme Being, and the 


duties of man, and, that it was not able to teach them, the 
certainty, if even, the ſtrong probability of a future ſtate of 
exiſtence, though this latter Mir Paine does not ſeem to think 
of much importance. Erroneous however as were the opinions, 
and imperfect as was the practice of the philoſophers,” very 
few of whom deſerve to be claſſed with Socrates and Confucius, 
the people in general were ſtill more ignorant and vicious, and 
the religious principles they had, . inſtegd of reſtraining their 
paſſions, furniſhed the moſt powerful motives to the practioe 
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* To ſay the morality of the Quakers, is very /ike the morality 
of the goſpel is, as if a man were to make the obſervation, that the 
** Engliſh was a fine language, and that what they * in Yorkſhire 
öbhore a wonderful reſemblance to it.“ Critical Revi 
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e vice. There was not a crime which can diſgrace human 
nature, which was not attributgd to ſome or other of their 
© Gods, and their practice was often conſidered as an excuſe, 
nnd even as an example for their worſhippers, From the 
length of time in which the wiſeſt and moſt poliſhed nations 
continued in this ſtate of ignorance and corruption, it was ma- 
niſeſt that natural means were not ſufficient to enlighten their 
minds, and reform their conduct. Theſe had been long tried 
without effect. For while arts and ſciences were cultivated, 
and brought to a conſiderable degtee of perfection, religious 
notions, and religious rites became if poſſible more abſurd. To 
the worſhip of the heavenly bodies, the poliſhed Egyptians and 
Greeks added that of dead men. And how deplorable, in a 
 moralreſpeQ, is the ſtate of thoſe parts of the world to which 
the-knowledge of Chriſtianity has not reached, or in which its 
glorious and ſalutary light is extinguiſhed. If then the world 
by its own wiſdom knew nat God, jt men did not make a right 
uſe of their reaſon, nor were ſufficiently apprized of all the 
conſequences of their conduct, and if the wanted ſtronger 
motives than would ever occur to themſelves to the practice 
of univerſal virtue in theſe circumſtances was it not highly 
expedient, that the great parent and friend of mankind ſhould 
interpoſe to appriſe them of theſe conſequences, that he 
ſhould ſend proper perſons duly authoriſed to engage their 
attention, and thus to inform their judgment, intereſt their 
aſfections, and direct their conduct? Conſidering the beneyo- 
lence of the ſupreme Being, may we not ſay that it was not 
only expedient, but highly probable, that he would affiſt his 
creatures, and enable them to become more virtuous and hap- 
Py ?. Another circumſtance which I would urge to you, and 
which I Have already hinted at in a former letter, is, that 
had our religious and moral knowledge been derived from 
the light of nature alone, it would have gradually improved, 
whereas it manifeſtly degenerated. Some of the oldeſt and 
beſt philoſophers, acknowledge that they did not diſcover their 
moſt important doctrines, but received them from ancient tra- 
dition. Theſe firſt ſages who were not ſo puffed up with 
-»conceited notions of the power of their own reaſon, as to re- 
ject all traditionary opinions and Aearſay evidence, ſpoke fre- 
quently more. juſtly and more worthily of the Deity and Pro- 
vidence, and with leſs heſitation of a future ſtate, than their 
ſucceſſors, whoſe pride of underſtanding made them depend 
on their own reaſoning. To this it may be added, that Con- 
fucius acknowledged having received his ſyſtem, * 
ophers 
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ſaphers. who. lived ſeveral hundred years before his time, and 
this was the caſe with Zoroaſter and other ancient ſages.” From 
theſe circumſtances may we not infer, that the beſt knowledge 
the ancient philoſophers had, was derived by tradition, from 
ſome former revelation made by God to mankind,” How elſe 
could the knowledge of morals have made fuch'a progteſo in 
the world, at a period when philoſophy and fcience were very 
little known? Or how elſe could it happen, that as theſe were 
improved by the light of reaſon, the other ſhould-have ſo ma- 
nifeſtly declined ? How otherwiſe can it be accounted for, that 
the Jews in other reſpeQs ſo unenlightened, ſhould in the 
knowledge of the Deity, and in a moral ſyſtem have ſo far 
excelled more poliſhed nations ? Mr. Paine ſuppoſes the farry — 
Heavens would teach ſuch things, why then did they not do 
ſo? Why as men became more acquainted with them and 
nature in general, did they degenerate in religious knows = 
ledge ? Or by what 1 1 0. it happened that this word of 
God, ſo viſible to all and ſo eafily read, has not better in- 
ſtructed thoſe who are ſtill in idolatry, and have not had 
their underſtandings perverted, or their genius tilled by the 
nipping blaſts. of "Chriſtian ſchools ? Their learning Ir not cut 

| down to the, narrow ſphere 2 linguiſiry, _—_ with equal 
natural powers, we do not find hat their philoſophy or re- 
ligion is to be compared with that of Chriſtians, though the 
ſyſtem, of the latter, however we may blame the Goth and 
Vandals, Mr. Paine ſays, has been the cauſe of all the igno- 
rance which was in the world ſince its propagation. + And 
it is probable that Mr. Paine himſelf,” great and uncon 
as the powers of his mind undoubtedly are, is indebted for 
more of the knowledge in aſtronomy and mechanicks, which 
he has ſq pompouſly diſplayed, to the leclures of Meſſrs. Martin 
and Ferguſon, and the acquaintance of Dr. Bevis, than fo his 
own deductions from the works of Creation, Whether or not, 
Chriſtian philoſophers whoſe works ſhew they have thought 
much of both, and who certainly were not deficient in reaſoning 

powers, have believed both the Chriſtian Revelation, and the 
noble ſyſtem of philoſophy of which Mr. Paine ſpeaks. The 
great Newton who did ſo much to eſtabliſh it, never thought 
that his belief in a plurality of worlds, rendered the Chriſtian 
ſy ſtem of faith both little and ridiculous, nor was it ſcattered in 
his mind like feathers in the air. Whatever he might think of 

Particular dofirines, he was not ſo raſh as to reje& Chriſtianity, - 
merely becauſe it appeared to have been abuſed and corrupted. 
But to return from this digreſſion, I wouldmention further 
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1 - that many of the ancient philoſophers were not inſenfible of 
_ the darkneſs, in which 3 involved, and expreſſed in 
ſtrong terms the ſenſe they had of the uncertainty of their own 
reaſonings and of their need of a better guide ; and Socrates in' 
particular ſaid, that there wa- no hope of amending men's morals. 
: unleſs God ſbould be pleaſed to ſend ſome other perſon to inſirutt 
_— them, It ſeems then to ha ve been the fact, that no ſect of phi- 
loſophers had attained any thing like a full conviction concern- 
ing the unity, attributes, and moral government of God; that 
they had very umperfe& ideas of the juſt extent of moral virtue, 
and that the knowledge they had of a future ſtate added little 
or no ſtrength to its obligations; that the practice of the gentile 
_ world was ſuch as might be expected from the general cor- 
ruption of their moral and religious principles ; that inſtead of 
amending, they evidently degenerated notwithſtanding the = 
improvement of ſcience ; that their beſt moral precepts were 
| N from tradition, and not from their own reaſoning, which 
affords a preſumption that Revelation was the ſource of them; 
and that the wiſeſt and beſt Heathens had noticed the want 
a divine illumination. I hope, that even in the ſhort view 1 
have taken of them, enough has been ſaid to eſtabliſh theſe - 
- Poiiſits, and to ſatisfy you that ſuch being the circumſtances of the 
world, a divine interpoſition was expedient as it would be ſo 
ſeaſonable and advantageous, ** We may almoſt ſay (obſerves 
Dr. Prieſtly *) that it became the great and parent 
* of the human race, to afford his creatures and offspring that 
« aſſiſtance which in their ſituation they ſo much wanted, and 
#*. which they were not capable of procuring for themſelves,” 
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There are many paſſages in theſe letters taken from the writings 

of this 7 man, in defence of Revelation ; a man whoſe eI— 
cellent moral character and- moſt comprehenſi ve genius muſtentitle him 

to reſpect, from all who cultivate ſcience and truth, however they may 
differ from him on ſubjeQs ot a ſpeculative nature, which in this land 

of liberty are open n | i s 
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FxtLoW-CITIZE ns, 


[T is one of the great objects of Mr. Paine's work, to ſhow 
that reaſon alone is ſufficient to teach us all that is neceſſary 


for us to know, and conſequently that there was no occaſion 


for any farther revelation. In the two laſt letters I have 
endeavoured to eſtabliſh both by argument and facts, that men 

were not able by reaſon alone, to acquire juſt ideas of God 
and their duty. It is true that Mr, Paine has given us ſome: 
noble ideas of the ſupreme Being, and that he juſtly infers 
from them ſome excellent moral virtues z but you are not to 
forget that Mr. Paine was educated a Chriſtian, and that there 


is a very great difference between perceiving the reaſonable- 


neſs of what is propoſed, and originally diſcovering it. And 


even ſuppoſing Mr. Paine had originally diſcovered theſe per- 


fections of God and the deduQtions from them, it would not 
follow that every. one of you could, for however deficient he - 
may be in learning and knowledge, of his ſubjeQ, very feware 
ſuperior to him in ability. But I am making an unneceſſary 
digreſſion. I have already adduced facts (and facts are ſtub- 
born things) to prove that the unaſſiſted reaſon of man, was 
not able to make ſuch diſcoveries previous to the appearance 
of Chriſt, and it would be abſurd therefore to ſuppoſe it could 
now. And ſuch being the ſtate of the world, idolatry and 
wickedneſs prevailing amongſt all nations, was it not to be ex- 
pected that an infinitely powerful and benevolent” Being, as 
Mr. Paine acknowledges God to be, ſhould aſſiſt his creatures 
by giving them that information of which they were ſo much 
in need? Now there are certain books handed down to us, 
rofeſſing to contain a hiſtory of one Jeſus Chriſt, who aſ- 
umed the character of a divine teacher 5 which books are. 

ſaid to have been written by his diſciples, and contain the 

doctrines which he is ſaid to have taught, and the precepts. 
he is ſaid to have delivered, and there are certain other books 
of greater antiquity, which beſides much hiſtorical informa- 
tion, contain a previous revelation ſaid to have been delivered 
by God, through one Moſes and others, to the Jews... As 
many objections have been raiſed to theſe books, it may be 
neceſſary to enquire, whether the general ſyſtem they contain 
is unworthy of God, conſidered as a wiſe and benevolent 
Pr D Being. 


27 


n 
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Being. You will, L feat, think me long in coming, to the 


principal queſtion; but the ſubject is of ſo much importance, 


and ſuch great pains have been taken to prejudice you againſt 
Chriſtianity, that I am anxious to remove every objection, 
before I proceed to eſtabhliſn it by Nr, would firſt 
obſerve, that the books in queſtion give us ideas of God, ſui- 
table to the light of nature, and much ſuperior to hat had 


been diſcovered by it at the time of their publication. Aheavy 


charge has indeed been brought againſt them in this reſpect. 
Mr. Paine ſays; Do we want to know what God vs @ Search 

not the book called the ſcripture which any human hand 'might 

make, but the ſcripture called the creation, Does not this paſ- 

ſage imply, that the much abuſed writings called ſcripture, do 

not give any juſt notions of the ſupreme Being? Leſt how- 

ever you ſhould miſunderſtand him, he tells you ſoon after, 

that a few. chapters in Fob and the nineteenth Pſalm, & are al- 

moſt the only parts in the book called the bible, that convey to us 

any idea of God, which books are true deiflical compoſitions, for 
they treat of the. Deity thraugh his works.] And as he ſeems 
not to know, that the New Teſtament bears the ſame relation 

to the bible, which a part does to the whole, he rells you 

again, that he recolle fs not a ſingle paſſage in all the writings 

aſcribed to the men called apoſtles, that conveys ,any*idea of what 

God is. Theſe are ſtrong aſſertions, and with a man who hat 

never read the bible, and believes Mr. Paine to be well ac- 

quainted with it, they may have weight. Thoſe however 

who have read the book in queſtion, will imagine his me- 

mory to be a very bad one, and will perhaps think it ſtrange, 
that he ſhould ſay ſo. much againſt a book of which he knows 

ſo little, and which he wanted either power or mclination to 
conſult.+ Such of you, being ſatisfied of the falfity of Mr. 
Paine's 
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* Mr. Paine mentions the 19th Pſalm as dezfical, that is, teach in 
the perfections of God from his works only, and therefore 1 ſuppoſe 
unfavourable to the notion of a-revealed will of God. Had we not 
had ſufficient, proof of his complete ignorance of ſcripture, this would 
- have turniſhed an inſtance of it, for though the firſt ſix verſes para- 
3 by Mr. Addiſon, and through his means, known to Mr. Paine, 

ak of the creation; the remainder of the Pſalm is ſuppoſed, and I 
think with reaſon to refer to a written .law,of God, with which the 
writer was acquainted, and the excelJency of which he had experienced. 
.+* It is indeed the extreme of arrogance, to write againſt books, 
+ which, to put them in the loweſt pointiaf- view, are ble for 
© their antiquity; intereſting from the traces they afford of hiſtory and 
manners, far hidden within the obſcurity of remote periods ; admi- 
„ rable 
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* Piine's afſertion, may think any further notice of it unneceſ- 


fary ; but it is not impoſſible, that eurſoſmy may lead ſome to 


look over theſe letters, who are too wiſe to read : fuck traſh as 


is contained in the bible, and J have not the vanity to ſuppoſe 


that the affertion of a teacher of Chriſtianity, who is of-courſe 
thought intereſted to ſupport the pious fraud, would have any 


weight with them, againft that of ſuch a man as Mr. Paine. 
proceed therefore to prove, that the ſcriptures do convey 
ſome idea of God, and 1 ſhall particularly notice-thoſe ideas 
which Mr. Paine himſelf has mentioned. I believe, ſays he, in one 
Cad and no more. He gives us no reaſon for this belief, and-it 
is a truth, which all the wiſdom of Grecian antiquity was un- 
able clearly to diſcover. What then did Moſes teach? Hear 
O Iſrael, the Lord thy God is one Lord. Deut. vi. 4. What 
does the Evangeliſt tell us that Chriſt taught? And Feſus an- 
ſwered him, the firſt of all the commandments is, hear O Ifraal 
the Lord aur God is one Lord, and thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 


God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 


mind, and with all thy firengti. Mark, xii. 29, 30. 1 
forbear quoting other paſſages, though many occur, becauſe 
theſe ſufficiently ſhew that Mofes and ' Chriſt taught that 
God is one, which I humbly conceive gives us ſome idea of 
him. Mr. Paine infers that God was the firſt cauſe of all 
things, and has,exiſted from all eternity. The ſcripture ſays, 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Gen. i. 
The Lord is the true God and everlaſting King. He hath made 


the earth by his power, he hath eſtabliſhed the world by his wiſ- 


dom, and hath firetched out the Heavens by his diſcretion.” Jerem. 

x. 10. &c, And St. Paul, that manufacturer of quibbles,* as 

Mr, Paine ſtiles him, ſays, We preacſi unte you, that: ye ſhould 

turn from theſe vanities * the living God, aue maile 
2 ; , 
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„ rable for their beauty and ſublimity, ineſtimable for the treafures 


of moral precept, and fervent effuſions of piety, which they conta in: 


a very ſtorehouſe, and magazine, whence, Fe ſo many centu- 
** ries, the devout heart has ever drawn its brighteſt ideas, and cloth- 


* ed its aſpirations in the moſt animatedlanguage—to-write, we ſay, . 


„ againſt books, whoſe claims to our attention are ſo numerous, and 
* not to think it neceſſary to conſult, in order to confute them.“ CI- 
tical Rewew, for September 1794. 

It might have been expected, that the great elaquence and abi- 


lities of this diſtinguiſhed character, ſo evident in all his writings, and 


particularly in his ſpeech to King Agrippa, would have procured for 
him more reſpeAful mention. . W 


— 


. 2 | a 3 yo K 
| i 3% 
| * n * 1 8 
Heaven and earth, and the ſea, and all things that are therein. 
Acts, xiv. 15. The Greeks by their wiſdom, had never diſ- 
covered that God was the firſt cauſe and creator of all things; 
they thought the creation of equal age with their Gods ; but 
the ſame St. Paul had more rational notions, and gives a moſt 
noble idea of the ſupreme Being, in his addreſs to the Athe- 
niuns; God that made the world, and all things therein, ſeeing 
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made 
evith hands, neither is worſhiped. with men's hands, as though 
he needed any thing, ſecing he giveth to all life and breath, 
and all things ; and hath made of one blood all nations of men, 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation. Acts 
xvii. 24. &c. And inthe ninetieth Pſalm, Moſes, the ſuppoſed 
author, addreſſing God, ſays, Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the earth and the world, 
even from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art God. Mr. Paine 
ſays, Do we want to contemplate his power ? We ſee it in 
the immenſity of the Creation. Scripture gives us the ſame 
idea, and deſcribes it by a reference to his works, He is 
the poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, and all things which they 
contain, who preſerveth them all, and by whoſe ordinances 
the hoſts of heaven regulate all their motions. Do we want 
ſays Mr. Paine, to contemplate his wiſdom? We ſee it in the 
wnchangeable order, by which the incomprehenſible whole is go- 
verned. We learn the ſame from the ſcripture, and to "> 
ble us to conceive what is meant by his wiſdom, he is deſcribed 
as wonderful in counſel, and excellent in working. And as a 
ſtriking and poetical deſcription both of his power and wiſdom 
inferred from his works, I will recommend to you the fortieth 
chapter of Iſaiah, beginning at the 12th verſe ; * for though 
Mr. Paine in his priſon at Paris, might be unable to procure a 
bible, none of you can lie under a ſimilar diſadvantage, ſince 
if you are without that uſeful book yourſelves, ſome of your 
acquaintance will be able to ſupply you. Another attribute 
mentioned by Mr. Paine, is munificence, and he inters it from 
the abundance with *which God fills the earth. You will re- 
member that the ſcripture aſcribes to him the ſame perfection. 
' The 
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* It may be proper to obſerve, as there are different tranſlations of 
the bible, that the references I have made, are equally applicable to 
the Doway and common verſion, They, and every other, | have had 
an opportunity of peruſing, agree in the main, though they differ ma- 
terially in a few paſſages, 


> 


2 

E 

The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
worte. The earth is full of the goodneſs of God. The eyes of 
all wait upon thee, and thou gi ve ſi them their meat in due ſeaſon. 
Nou openeſt thine hand and ſatisfieſt the deſire of every livi 
thing. Plalm cxlv, 9, 15. And in the writings of the Apot. 
tles, we are taught that God is love, and that every good gift 
and every perfect Fo is from above, and cometh down from the 


Father of. lights. James i. 17. Do we want to contemplate his 
mercy ?. ſays Mr. Paine, We ſee it in his not withholding that 
abundance, even from the unthankful. Here he ſeems to recol- 
lect what he might have read in his early years, for in the 


goſpel of Matthew we find, that God maketh his ſun to riſe on 


the evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſ and the 
unjuſt, Matt. v. 45. The ſame perfections then, which Mr. 
Paine has mentioned as the deductions of reaſon, are alſo taught 
in the ſcripture, and he appears clearly convicted of having 
very raſhly aſſerted what is not true, that the new Teſtament, 


and moſt of the old, convey to us no idea of God. I might 


ſhew you that there are many other, perfections attributed to 
God in theſe books, which are agreeable to reaſon, and cal- 
culated to give us more noble conception of the great firſt 
cauſe, but I conceive that I have ſufficiently-eſtabliſhed, that 
they give us ideas of God ſuitable to the light of nature, and 
ſuperior to what had been diſcovered by it at the period of 
Chriſtianity, even though we had not reaſon to aſcribe much 
of what was known to a traditionary revelation, I would next 
obſerve that theſe ſcriptures contain an excellent ſyſtem of 
morality. I did not obſerve any moral concluſjon- deduced 
by Mr. Paine, but one, and that is, I acknowledge, a very 
excellent one, benevolence. From Gods munificence to all, 
men may learn to be kind io each other.” Chriſtians are on the 
ſame ground ordered to purſue the fame conduct. The gloomy 


and controverſial writings of the apoſtles which Mr. Paine 


ſeems chiefly to deteſt, give us frequent, plain, and moſt ex- 
cellent precepts reſpecting brotherly love. Our Saviour ſays, 
that the ſecond great commandment of the law.is, thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf, and by neighbour, he evidently 
means every man, of whatever nation, or party he be, who 


ſtands in need of our affiſtance, or with whom we have any 

connection. And the apoſtle Paul ſays, Rom. xiii. 8. that he 

that loveth another, hath fulfilled the law ; and we are 2 
208 


to do this, becauſe God is love, and we ought to ſbow our ſe 

the children of our Father, who is in. heaven, who maketh Mis 

| fun ta riſe on the evil and on the goed, and ſendeth rain on ar 
| 2 


— 


— Y ” = an, | _— 
= 
25 = # % 1 
— 1— — . — w 6. 55 —— 21 


* 
— 
: . — = > . =» 
. 3 —_— NC ate ow — A b 
* . _ r — 2 ty N 8 
— « pe — * — — A 4 a = 2 oth — 2 0 — 
* * — - - - Fa "> Gap 4 2 - Fe Ms . _ * p - 4 
- _ 1222 12 3 - 2 - 4 - > * 
N * 7 . = — 
- — hs 1 7 f 
” ewe ** _ _ S < WW o 8 — wa — wt a * * a d K K 
— . " 4 » = 
g - 2 _ 
s - 
82 = — | m—_ 5 — * * Sx 24 
- J E - a ® [1 
- 4 — P . : 2 8 a —% 8 * — - — ww - 42 — — 1 
rr. = PIE r > — 
- * — * = » * — — 4 - — * 2 : . — — 8 4 
T5 d „ _ — KY . ——ů— a. — — > — s ». - > — * — 2 ww . 
— +" 4 -<þ + PS. CL. : . Ln 
55 ED 2272 em — — 
: L - 1 1 2 q — — - — 
9 , * - ' n > * — — — — — 
- * 1 : - - - - 
* * N — 5 : — - - — 
k — - . _ Dy & C b ! 2 =, A 1 * — * | - F* — — — _ — 
N — "IO 5 : 
; = . * „ 6 - — — — 
. - * «* 
- 
* 4 
" 
1 
1 » 


8.55 
7 oy 1 


chief thing which, God requires of man is purity of heat, ad 
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they alſo teach much more. They. teach us, as we might 
in a revelation, from a wiſe and good being, that the 


integrity of lite, or the genuine principles, the tmiform prac- 
tice, and the confirmed habits of all moral virtue; compre- 
bending an unfeigned reverence and love of himſelf, tie higheſt 
reſpect ſor his authority, and an humble and chearful-ſubmiſ-. 
ſion to all the diſpenſations of his providence, together with 
all the natural ex preſſions of our dependance upon bim, and 
obligation to hun. They alſo teach, as we have Teen,” that 
he requires. of us, a. ſincere regard to the welfare of our fellow. 
creatures, and all thoſe aQtons which 1 1 ariſe from that 
generons principle, namely, all the duties of juſtice, equ 
and humanity: and as we might farther expect from ſuch 
being, he interpoſes. his authority in favour of thoſe virtues, 
which more immediately reſpect ourſelves, and the govern- 
ment of our appetites. and paſſions, and commands us to be 
chaſte-and temperate; humble, meek, contented and diligent ; 
no ſlaves to violent and unreaſonable paſſions, or to any af- 
ſection of mind, by which,we- might debaſe our natures, or 
expoſe ourſelves to the temptation of diſturbing and injuri 


"ethers... Such is-in few words the morality of the bible, and 


is ſuch as is perfectly agreeable to reaſon, canſiſtent with the 
Attributes of God, and calculated to promote our happineſs in 


the world; I ſhall now add, that the ſcriptures not only con- 


tain a moſt excellent ſyſtem of morality, but are calculated to 
inforce it by. precepts, and point out the way of improving in, 
and adhering to it. The morality taught in the bible is con- 


veyed in plain rules of conduct, and authoritative denunciations, 
which experience has ſhown to have more effect in making men 
really virtuous, than the ſpeculations of reaſon and philoſophy. 
Theſe precepts too are plain to the meaneſt capacity, and 


may be underſtood by children at a very early age. We are 
alſo taught haw to improve in, and adhere to virtue. For 
this purpoſe, the ſacred writings, propoſe conſtant watchful- 


neſo, frequent meditation on the works and word of God, a 
careful choice of good company, and great reſolution, and 
Telfadenjal, whenever bad habits are become predominant. 


They moreover adviſe all perſons to watch over one another, 
and to do every thing to mutual edification, I may add, that 
they appoint ſeveral obſervances, which are not in themſelves 


of a moral nature, but which ultimately tend to promote good 
2 a TY . morals, 


aft end unjuſt. The ſcriptures then teach the ſame mordlity, = 
ww aa. oe infer, from the light of reaſon alone, add 
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morals, and that. juſt ſtate of mind, which makes the practice 
of our duty in other reſpects eaſy to us. Finally, the Tacred 
writings afford the moſt ſtrong inducements to act well. "They 


teach us that God is perfect acquainted with all our thonghts 


and actions, and that the virttjeus ate objects uf his favour, 
Whilſt the wicked are an offence to him. They appeal to our 
ratitude, by urging us to ſhew the ſenſe we have of Gods 
vours, by obedience to his reaſonable commandment. They. 
hold out to our view, the dignity. of our nature, as beings 
created in the image of God, and endowed with reafoning 


powers, which exalt us far above the brute creatures around 


us, and they call 2 to act, as becomes the children of 
God— but above all, ! | 
diſcover the docttine of a future ſtate, in which thoſe who have 
done evil, muſt expect puniſhment, whillt thoſe who have 
done good, ſhall be exalted to glory, honour and immortality, 
And ** how different, Row ſuperior a being muſt this view 
properly impreſſed on the mind, make a man? It is a dif- 
<« ference not eaſy to deſcribe, but it may be felt, A bei 
« of a day will have his views, thoughts and ſchemes W 
to a day. To-morrow cannot intereſt him, becaule he has 
« nointereſt in it. If he like the ſcenes of the day, to which 
« his exiſtence is confined, his heart mult ſicken at the idea 
tc of any thing beyond it, becauſe he is totally excluded from 
* it. What then mult be the feelings of the man, who truly 
. and habitually believes, that be is born for eternity ; that 
«« years and ages bear no ſenſible proportion to the term ot his 
«© exiſtence; that the duration of the fun, moon, and ita 


is no More than a period that divides his exiſtence, and 


c aſſiſts him in meaſuring it that when they ſhall be no more 


he only as it were begins to be, and that other ſuns, and 


* other worlds, will be equally ſhort-lived with reſpect to 
* him, How fublimeand how animating is the thought Can 
any thing mean and ſordid occupy the breaſt of a being, 
% ho is perſuaded of this grand deſtination? Will he not 
4% overlook every thing temporary, and be ever ſtretching 
his thoughts to things eternal, in which his intereſt is infi- 
c nitely greater than in any thing here?” * And does Mr. Paine 
believe in this doQrine, ſo favourable to virtue: He ho * 
happineſs beyond this life, and believing the power of God to 
continue his exiſtence, ke thinks it more probable that he [ball 
continue to exiſt hereafter, than that he ſbould have had c 2 


* 
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* Prieſtly's Evidence of Revelation, page 10. 


they confirm if they did not originally 


— 


= 2 © TY 
ED UW et bo F237: 


= =- * 
- 
= 
— 2 


1 

3 \ ; 

: 7 

} LE. 

"7 2 4 

1 299 4 

1 $999 

. 

6 

1 
+, + 
43. 

- l 1 
14 174 
ie 

1* 3 
"3 


Jahre that exiſtence began, On what this probability is founded, 


= - \ „ 
A * * 7 = 
- = 
- „ 
- 
8 m 
PS | . 
I ab 5 ho 


1 
7 
* 


he leaves his reader to imagine, for he does not give a ſingle 
argument, in ſupport of it, nor lay any ſtreſs upon it as a doc- 
ne of importance, Enough my appear toawaken a defire, but 
there is a ſlender foundation for a lively hopeof immortality; and 
a firm conviction of a ſtate of reward and puniſhment, ' which 
alone will have much effect on the minds of men in general. 
That kind of light,” to uſe the words of the late excellent 
Dr. Leechman, is too weak and too dubious to be of any 


great ſervice to the vulgar ſight, which every paſſing cloud 


% conceals even from the philoſophick eye. The philoſopher 
* while warmed with his own reaſoning, and while at eaſe and 
„in health, may exult in the pleaſing theory of immortal hap- 


„ pineſs—but this theory is in great danger of failing him, 


«© when he ſtands moſt in need of its conſolation and ſupport. - 


„ Whereas the faith of a Chriſtian, if it be really well founded, 


« is a fixed and ſteady light, flowing from the declarations of 
, him who came to bear witneſs to the truth, and who aſſured 
« us that he was himſelf the reſurrection and the life, and that 
* he who believeth on him, though he were dead yet ſhould he 
% live—and it is a light that never deſerts him, but on the 
« contrarv, ſhines brighteſt in the darkeſt ſeaſon of diſtreſs.” 
Mr. Paine's reaſons for hope, if he had declared them, would 
robably be obſcure, but the declarations of Chriſtianity are 
clear and convincing, that they afford equal benefit to the 
hiloſopher, and the illiterate peaſant. And can you avoid 
ling a deſire of the truth of ſuch a doctrine as this? Will 
ou readily and without very ſufficient grounds, give up. your 
-conviQtion of it, as founded on the declarationsof Chriſt, 


recorded in the ſcriptures? Will you willingly reſign your 


eateſt conſolation in the hour of diſtreſs, or in the evening 
of life? I truſt not. Imagine not however that I call upon 

ou to believe in revelation, for the reaſons I have now been 
urging I have only wiſhed to remove ſome of the prejudices, 
which Mr. Paine may have occaſioned againſt it. No: the 
evidences of the goſpel of Chriſt, reſt upon a much ſtronger 
foundation, they are built upon an immoveable rock, and 1 
have no doubt, however circumſtances may occaſion the pro- 
greis of infidelity for a ſeaſon, that the more Chriſtianity. is 
diſcuſſed, the more its evidences are enquired into, the firmer 
will be our conviction of its truth. At preſent, what I deſire 
is, that the noble ideas which revelation gives us of God, ſo 
conſiſtent with what we infer from reaſon ; the excellent ſyſ- 
tem of morality it teaches ;. the inſtructions it gives for im- 
8 82 — —— provement 
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to act well, 1 by the proſpect of a future ſtate of 
retribution z I am deſirous, I fay, that theſe things may abate 
your prejudices if you have any, and diſpoſe you to attend to 
the arguments which I ſhall lay before you, 
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THAT in the circumſtances of the world at the time of the 
firſt preaching of Chriſtianity, ſome revelation from God was 
expedient, and conſidering his goodneſs, even probable, and that 
what has been handed down to us as a revelation from God, is 
ſuch as might be expected from him, being calculated to render 
men virtuous and happy, are points which I hope have been 
ſatisfactorily eſtabliſhed; there are however ſome objections 
made by Mr. Paine, which ſtrike at the very root of revealed 
religion, by, in a manner, denying the poſſibility of it. As I 
know theſe objections have made an impreſſion upon the minds 


| of Tome amongſt you, I ſhall briefly conſider them in this 


letter One of theſe objections is founded on the eftabliſhments 
of different ehurches or religions in different places, all of 
which conſider themſelves as in the right, and accuſe thoſe of 
other perſuaſions of unbelief : he particularly inſtances the 


Jewiſh, the Chriſtian, and the Mahometan churches, each of 


which eftabliſbed itſelf by pretending fome ſpecial commi ſſion from 
God, communicated to certain individuals, and each of which ſhews 
certain books which they call revelation, or the word of Gd; all 
of which he therefore rejects. In reply to this, I would ob- 


ſerve, that it does not follow, becauſe all theſe churches can- 


not be true that therefore none can, and that the proper way 1s 
to examine the evidence which each produces in ſupport of 
its divine original, and then to determine which of them has 


claim to our belief, or whether all ought to be rejected. To 


paſs judgment againſt any, merely becauſe it has been eſta- 
bliſhed, and even perverted to a monopoly of power and profit, 
has more the appearance of prejudice, than of the calm deter- 
mination of unbiaſſed reaſon. The impropriety of paſſing judg- 
ment in this manner, will appear ſtill greater when it is con- 
ſidered, that the great founder of Chriſtianity did not himſelf 
ſet up a religion of pomp and revenue, but poſitively declared 
that bis kingdom was net of this world; that his diſciples were 
men of an humble ſtation in life, and that for three hundred 
years his religion was not eſtabliſhed, but the profeſſors of it 
were objects of reproach and perſecution ; that ſince Chriſti- 
anity has been eſtabliſhed in many countries, there have been 
different ſects, which on account of not adopting the national 
faith, have been ſhut out from a participation of the emolu- 


ments annexed to it, and yet have continued zealouſly attached 


to 
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to the common cauſe; that ſome of theſe, as the Qgakers; have 


even excluded every appearance ot a prieſthood and intereſted 


teachers, whilſt others are adverſe to every kind of religious 
eftabliſhment z and that, if prejudice will rank the clergy of all 
denominations and their hearers as knaves or fools, ſtill that re- 
ligion which was adopted on enquiry. by Bacon, Newton, 
Locke, and others, the moſt diſtinguiſhed names in every kind 
of ſcience, 'who could have had no motive but the love of 
truth, that religion I ſay, ſhould not be rejected merely be- 

cauſe ſtatesmen, whether properly or not, have allied it to the 
civil power.“ Mr. Paine's objeQions taken from peculiar 
doctrines held by different ſets of Chriſtians, and — the 
perſecutions and wars which Chriſtianity has given riſe to, is 
equally weak; for how unjuſt and even abſurd is it to charge 

this religion, with all the opinions its profeſſors have adopted, 
and the faults they have committed, without attempting to 
ſhew that ſuch opinions, and ſuch conduct were the neceſlary 
or natural conf of its promulgation, and particularly 
when there are Chriſtians who diſclaim them. To ſay the 
moſt, ſuch objections are only, what are uſually called argu- 
menta ad homines, arguments which apply to the ſes or per- 
ſons, who have held ſuch opinions and purſued ſuch conduct, 
and as Mr. Paine could not poſſibly be ignorant, that they 
were thought by many to have no foundation in the bible, it 
ſhews a great degree of unfairnefs in him, to make the uſe of 
them he has done, and I cannot help thinking, gives reaſon to 
ſuſpe& that he is not ſo mentally faithful ta himſelf, as he wauld 


with us to believe. 


Another of Mr. Paine's objections to Chriſtianity, is its 
n not apen to every 
man alike. This appears at ſight, to have more weight 
than it really has. If a divine revelation, it is ſaid, be neceſ- 
ſary to the happineſs of ſome, it is to that of all; now a-paw- 
erful, wiſe, and good Being, as God is, would have made all 

EA partakers 
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lt will be obſerved, by fume, that I have abſtained as much as 
poſſible, from giving my own opinion on controverted matters, and it 
may perhaps be attributed to an improper compliance with the ſenti- 
ments of others. My motive for purſuing this.mode, has been m__ 
mentioned in the iutrodudtoty letter, and it appears to me à verw 
ficient one. To the religious ſentiments I bave adopted tam firmly 
attached, aud as 1 am too ſenfible of their importanceto be aſhamed - 


of them, I am ready on every proper occalion 19 avow them _— 
my reaſons for adoptiuvg them, | 28 — 
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1 it, therefore it cannot be needful to any. But is 
ing is true, it would follow that neither is nature/ 
religion, or that which we derive by the-aid of our reaſoning 
ers, ary to anſwer the ends of our creation, for not- 
withſtanding what Mr. Paine ſays of :{ts univerſality, expe- 
rience-has fully ſhown that it is not univerſal. All men have 
not leiſure or abilities to diſcovet the truths of it, and therefore 
there is no occaſion even for it :—a2 concluſion which would 
overturn Mr. Paineꝰs deiſtical ſyſtem, and completely deſtroy 
all moral obligation. The whole force of this objeQtion to 
Chriſttanity from the want of univerſality, is derived from a 
poſition reſpecting the moral attributes of God, that he deals 
with all his creatures. in an equally favourable manner, a ſup- 
poſition which appears upon the moſt tranſient view of thi | 
to be utterly falſe: - Witneſs the condition ot thoſe, who in- 
habit countries ſituated in very high northern and ſouthern 
latitudes, or in the parched deſerts: of Africa, compared with 
that of thoſe dwelling in the more temperate parts of the 
globe. There are differences of all degrees at preſent, in 
reſpect of all the good things which God has given us to 
enjoy; and therefore, may be in the beſt of all good things, 
revealed religion. Were a perſon to object to the goodneſs 
of God, becauſe the worm which crawls on the ground, has 
not powers equal to his own, he would be thought very unrea- 
ſonable, ſince the worm and all other creatures have powers 
ſuited to their reſpective ſtates, which is a ſtrong proof of 
wiſe deſign, and benevolent execution. Were a man to refuſe 
to make uſe of the powers with winch he is gifted; or to enjoy 
the favourable circumſtances in which he is placed, becauſe 
the powers of others are not equal, or their circumſtances un- 
favourable, he would probably be regarded as a madman ;— 
* exactly ſimilar is the conduct of him, who enjoying the 
ight of Chriſtianity rejects the benefit, becauſe there are others 
who do not partake of it. The want of univerſality indeed 
furniſhes an argument in favour of Chriſtianity, by its being 
analogous to the courſe of nature. And it is reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that the ſame wiſe and good principle which 
diſpoſed the author of nature to make different kinds and or- 
ders of creatures, alſo diſpoſed him to place creatures of like 
kinds in different ſituations, and that the ſame principle Which 
diſpoſed him to make different creatures of different moral ca- 
pacities, alſo diſpoſed him to place creatures of like moral ca- 
pacities, 1n diflerent religious ſitugtions, and even the ſame 
creatures, in different periods of their being. Nor is there ' 


any thing ſhocking in this difference amongſt EST Ha 
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c reſpeQt to religious advantages, or which viauld:-facus: to; 
«© bear hard upon the moral adminiſtration. in nature, if we, 
« would really keep in mind that ever y one — 9 
* tably with. All ſhadow of injuſtice, and jndeed all harſh - 
* appearances, in this various oœconomy of providence would 
be ſoſt, if we would keep in mind that every mereiful al- 
«© [owance ſhall be made, and no more be required of any one: 
„than what might have been equitably expecied of him, 
« from the circumſtances in which he was placed ; and not 
«« what might have been expected had he been placed in other: 
« circumſtances: 7. . in ſeripture language, that every 
« man ſhall be accepted according to what he had, not according ' 
4 tg what he” had not.” 2 Cor. viii. 12.* An-objeRtion. of a 
ſimilar kind, is, that r ; the continually 
greſſive change to which the meaning o words. is ſubjef#, the 
want of an univerſal language, 1which renders tranſations nrg 
ſary, the.errors to which tranflators are again ſubje — the miſ- 


take of copyi ſis and printers, together with the puſſ# of 
alteration, are of themſelver evidences that — —— 


2 whether in ſpeech or in print cannot be the-oehicle of the 
word of God. This obe cen is founded upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion that God will not adopt any mode of 
but the moſt perfect one, — we are able to judge 
which is moſt perfect. If God ſee fit to make uſe of lan- 
guage as the vehicle of his communications to men, ſhall 
man reject them, becauſe he imagines that a better way, 

might have been adopted? Shall we preſume to dictate: to 
our Creator, and ſay, either inſtruct me in my duty in ſuch 
a manner as will require no pains on my part to diſcover thy 
will, or elſe leave me to myſelf? There may be reaſons 
we cannot comprehend, which might induce the ſupreme 
Being, to throw ſome difficulties in our way, and if we 
have evidence of the genuineneſs of the books, it wand be 
abſurd to reject them, becauſe language is liable to i 
tions. Befides greater ſtreſs is laid upon theſe 1 
than they deſerve. No man in his ſenſes would reject amy 
the ancient Greek or Latin writers, and conſider his — 
no uſe, on account of them, and yet there is not one of them, 
but is far more uncertain than the ſcriptures: are, becauſe 
there are fewer ancient copies of themy)? and, 2 greater 2 
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* Biſhop Butler's anabgy oli; p. 320, from . 
Hargiey on nan, the above arguments ate chiefly taken. s 


*. + EE 
| of: variations in proportion to the quantity, and the number 
e copies which have been compared. Nevertheleſs we are. 
able; or imagine ourſelves able to diſcover the general purport. 
of their writings, and we give credit to their-teſtimony ; and 
even Mr. Paine himſelf, ſceptical as he is, ſeems to entertain, 
no doubt of the general propriety of the tranſlations of them, 
from which he thinks much uſeful knowledge may be derived. 
Now if we can attain a competent knowledge of other ancient 
writings, why may we not alſo of the bible, and if we be able 
to ſearn the contents of God's revelations by natural means, and 
the uſual mode of communication trom one man to another, 
why ſhould we expect God to work a continual miracle to 
inform us of them ? Never were books handed down from an- 
cient times ſo well authenticated as they have been, and ſhall 
we reject them, becauſe we ſee that language has its imperfec- 
tions? But you may ſay, though men of learning are able by 
their knowledge of the ancient languages, and the time they 
have for inveſtigation, to aſcertain the faithfulneſs of a tranſla- 
tion, and find out the meaning of ſcripture, how. are the 
poor and illiterate to judge of the fidelity of a tranſlation, and 
to know whether they are impoſed upon or not ? This queſ- 
tion is often pat, and with apparent diſſatisfaction; but might 
it not as well be aſked, how comes it that there are any poor 
and illiterate at all? Why is not every man in circumſtances 
to arrive at an equal degree of know] with his neighbour ? 
I can only ſay, ſo it has ſeemed good to the allwiſe diſpoſer 
of events, and therefore we cannot reaſonably doubt that it 
will finally be productive of good. In the mean time, ſuch per- 
ſons may attain ſufficient knowledge for their ſtate, by infor- 
mation from men of learning and integrity, and by obſerving 
that-perſons who differ moſt widely in their ſentiments, and 
are competent judges, agree in admitting the general fidelity 
of a tranſlation, though they may differ about a few paſſages ; 


and it 1s a circumſtance much in their favour, that all the dif- s 
ferent tranſlations agree in the moſt material points, thoſe which 6 
relate to moral conduct, and the neceſſity of acting well in this 6 
world, that we may attain happineſs in the next. Man with- 40 
out diligent ſearch cannot attain an adequate knowledge of 60 
many of the moſt ordinary operations of art; and ſtill more 60 
induſtry is neceſſary to penetrate thoſe of nature. We can- 6c 
not therefore expect to find revelation free from all difficulties, 60 
and we are exhorted to ſeek, with a promiſe that we ſball find. 40 
This neceſſity for ſearch, is probably of the greateſt uſe to us; 40 
but Mr. Paine would needs have ignorance to be the mother of devo- 65 


tion, and the religion of the illiterate, the effect of inf 2 7 * 
The 


to range in poſſibilities, we cannot ſuppoſe ſomething more 


The followiog paſſage from Archdeacon Paley's late 


work, on the evidences of Chriſtianity, will confirm and ifluſ- 


ſtrate the reaſoning made uſe of, in anſwer to the two Taff 
objections and to ſome others. Of a revelation" which 
* came from God, the proof, it has been ſaid, would in alt 
«« ages be ſo publick and manifeſt, that no part of the hama 

** ſpecies would remain ignorant of it, no u could 


&“ fail of being convinced by it. The advocates of Chriltias 


«* nity do not pretend, that the evidence of their religion 
4“ poſſeſſes theſe qualities. They do not deny, that we can 
* conceive it to be within the compaſs of divine power, to 
* have communicated to the world a higher degree of affa- 
* rance, and to have given to his communication a ſtronger 
* and more extenſive influence, For any thing we are able 
# to diſcern, God could have ſo formed men, as to have 
te perceived the truths of religion intuitively ; or to have 
& carried on a communication with the other world, whilſt 
* they-lived in this; or to have ſeen the individuals of the 
«« ſpecies, inſtead of dying, paſs to heaven by a ſenſible tranf-. 
© lation, He could have preſented a ſeparate miracle to each 
* man's ſenſes. He could have eſtabliſhed a ſtanding mira- 
* cle. He could have cauſed miracles to be wrought in every 
« different age and country. Theſe, and many more me- 
* thods which we may imagine, if we once give looſe to out 
* imaginations, are, ſo far as we can judge, all practicable. 
The queſtion therefore is not, whether Chriſtianity poſ- 
5 ſefles the higheſt poſſible degree of evidence, but wherher 
** the not having more evidence, be a ſufficient reaſon for 
4 rejeQing that which we have. Now there appears to be no 
** fairer method of judging, concerning any diſpenfation which 
* is alledged to come from God, when a queſtion is made 
* whether ſuch difpenfation could come from God or not, 
than by comparing it with other things, which are acknow- 
© ledged to proceed from the ſame council, and to be pro- 
* duced by the ſame agency. If the diſpenſation in queſtion, 
labour under no other defects than what apparently belong 
to other diſpenſations, theſe ſeeming defects do not juſtify 
« us, in ſetting aſide the proofs which are offered of its au- 
* thenticity, if they be otherwiſe entitled to credit. 
cout that order, then, of nature, of which God is the author, 
* what we find is a ſyſtem of beneficence, but we are ſeldom 
or ever able to make out a ſyſtem of optimiſm. I mean 
that there are few caſes in which, if we permit ourſelves 


*% pang 


MAE 
perfect, and more unobjectionable, than what we fee, The 
rain which deſcends from heaven, is confeſſedly amongſt 


the contrivances of the Creator, for the ſuſtentation of the 
animals, and vegetables which ſubſiſt upon the ſurface ot 


the earth. Yet how partially and irregularly is it ſupplied ? 
How. much of it falls upon the ſea where it can be of no 


uſe, how often is it wanted when it would be of the great- 
eſt ? What tracts of continent are rendered deſerts by the 


ſcarcity of it? Or not to ſpeak of extreme ' caſes, how 
much, ſometimes, do inhabited countries ſuffer by its de- 
ficiency or delay ? We could imagine, if to imagine. were 
our buſineſs, the matter to be otherwiſe regulated. We 
could imagine ſhowers to fall, juſt where and when they 
would do good; always ſeaſonable, every where ſufficient, 


fo diſtributed as not to leave a field upon the face of the 
globe ſcorched by drought, or even a plant withering for 


the lack of moiſture. Yet does the difference between the 


real caſe and the imagined caſe, or the ſeeming inferiority 
of the one to the other, authoriſe us to ſay, that the pre- 


ſent difpoſition of the atmoſphere is not amongſt the pro- 


ductions, or the deſigns of the Deity ? Does it check the 
; inference. which we draw from the confeſſed beneficence of 


the provifion.? or does it make us ceaſe to admire the con- 


trivance?— The obſervation which we have exemplified in 


the ſingle inſtance of the rain of heaven, may be repeated 
concerning molt of the appearances of natute : and the true 
concluſion to which it leads is this, that to enquire what the 
Deity might have done, could have done, or as we ſome- 
times preſume to ſpeak, ought to have done, and to build 


any propoſitions upon ſuch enquiries againſt evidence of facts, 


is whollyunwarranjable. It is a mode of reaſoning which will 
not do in natural hiſtory, which will not do in natural religion, 
which cannot therefore be applied with ſafety to revelation. 
It may have ſome foundation in certain ſpeculative ideas of 
the divine attributes; but it has none in experience, or in 
analogy. The general character of the works of nature is, 
on the one hand, goodneſs both in deſign and effect; and 


on the other hand, a liability to difficulty, and to objections, 


if ſuch objeQtions be allowed, by reaſon of ſeeming incom- 
pleteneſs, or uncertainty in attaining their end. Chriſtia- 


-nity participates of this character. The true ſimilitude be- 


tween nature and revelation conſiſts in this; that they each 
bear ſtrong marks of their original; that they each alſo bear 


appearances of irregularity and defect. A ſyſtem of ſtrict 
« optimiſm, 
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e optimiſm, may nevertheleſs be the real ſyſtem in both ca«- 


« ſes. But what I contend is, that the proof is hidden from 
„% us; that we ought not to expect to perceive that in revela- 
* tion, which we hardly perceive in any thing; that benefi- 
* cence of which we can judge, ought to ſatisfy us, that opti- 
* miſm, of which we cannot judge ought not to be ſought af- 
** ter. We can judge of beneficence, becauſe it depends upon 
effects which we experience, and upon the relation between 
„the means which we ſee acting, and the ends Which we ſee 
* produced. We cannot judge of optimiſm, becauſe, it ne- 
« ceſſarily implies a compariſon of that which is tried, with 
* that which is not tried; of conſequences which we ſee, with 
* others which we imagine; and concerning many of which, 
« it is more than probable we know nothing; concerning ſome 
„ that we have no notion. | 175 


If Chriſtianity be compared with the ſtate and progreſs 
of natural religion, the argument of the objeQtors will gain 
* nothing by the compariſon. I remember hearing an unbe- 
4% liever ſay, that, if God had given a revelation, he would 
© have written it in the ſkies. Are the truths of natural re- 
& ligion written in the ſkies, or in a language which every 
«© one reads ? or is this-the caſe with the moſt uſeful arts, or 
« the moſt. neceſſary ſciences of human life? An Otaheitean 
«© or an Eſquimaux knows nothing of Chriſtianity z does he 
* know more of the principles of deiſm-or morality ? which, 
% notwithſtanding his ignorance, are neither untrue, nor un- 
«. important, nor uncertain. The exiſtence of the Deity is 
* left to be collected from obſervations, which every man does 
t not make, which every man, perhaps, is not capable of 
« making. Can it be argued, that God does not exiſt, be- 
« cauſe, if he did, he would let us ſee him, or diſcoyer 
«« himſelf to mankind by proofs, which no inadvertency could 
% miſs—no prejudice withſtand ?? - 661. > VRY 
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HAVING now, I hope, ſufficiently cleared the way for 
the diſcuſſion of the evidences of Chriſtianity, it may be uſeful 
to enquire what kind of evidence we have of the truth of a re- 
velation.* And here I would obſerve, that a revelation has 


three different ſtages; firſt, the immediate communication of 


it from God to the perſon whom he chooſes to employ as, his 
meſſenger : next, the communication of it by the perſon fo 


receiving it to thoſe to whom he is ſent, and whom he has, an 


opportunity of addreſſing ;; and laſtly, the communication of it 
by verbal or written accounts to perſons living in diſtant coun- 
tries, or in tuture generationss The evidence of the firſt of 
theſe is intuitive, and brings the fulleſt conviQtion to the mind 
of the perſon receiving it, and certainly much ſtronger than 
any other can be. But, though ſo convincing to himſelf, it will 
not be ſo to others, nor will his bare aſſertion, that it is ſo, au« 
thoriſe belief. It is not impoſſible but he may pretend to ſuch 
a communication without having actually received it; or a 
heated imagination may impoſe the drearns of his fancy upon 
him as realities. If God then deſigned to make any commu- 
nication of his will to his creatures, and thought fit to employ 
a certain perſon as his inſtrument in doing ſo, we may reaſon- 
ably conclude, that he would in ſome manner or other enable 
this perſon to prove that he was a divine meſſenger, and con- 


ſequemly, if it were antecedently probable that God would 


make ſuch a revelation, it was alſo probable that he would uſe 
means to enforce attention to his meſſenger. What then, it 
may be aſked, are the beſt means of confirming ſuch a miſſion? 
This is a queſtion I acknowledge myſelf unable to anſwer, for 
have not the vanity to imagine, that by any chain of reaſon- 

ing 


* have already had occaſion to notice Mr. Paine's uſing the word 
revelation in a confined and unuſual ſenſe, whilſt he ſeems to draw ge- 
neral concluſions reſpeRing it, a circumſtance which may occaſion ſome 
confuſion to his readers. Whether he meant this or not, I pretend 
not to decide, but one who has been ſo ſevere on the apoſtle Paul, for 
what he calls a guzbble on the words death and Adam, and who has 


diſreſpectfully called Chriſtianity; a religion interlarded with quibble, 
ſubterfuge, aud pun, ought to have been more exact in the uſe of 


words 
than Mr. Paine appears to have been. Perhaps it is not a precent of 
Deiſm, to ca/? the beam out of our own eye, before we pull the mote out of a 
brother's eye. | 


| 
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ing a priori, I can diſcern what would be for the beſt, or de- 
cide that any made of evidence is or 1s not conti ſtent, or worthy 
the Almighty to make uſe of, It is the pride, perhaps I ſhould 


call it the weakneſs of human reaſon, to ſay what God ought, 


or ought not to do. Reaſon is a moſt valuable gift, but let it 
not be miſapplied; let us uſe it to judge of the truth of à re- 
velation propoſed to us, and of the ſufficiency of the evidence; 
but let us not by a priori arguments undertake to judge the 
ways of the Almighty. Thoſe perſons by whom God is re- 
preſented to have given the Jewiſh and Chriſtian revelations, 
are ſaid to have wrought miracles, and to have appealed to 
theſe miracles, and to the fulfilment of prophecies, as proofs 
that they were really commiſſioned by God. The communi- 
cations which they are ſaid to have made, and the account of 
theſe miracles which they wrought, have been handed down 
to our times by means of written records, It is our part to 
enquire whether theſe writings are to be depended upon. And 
if it ſhould appear that they do contain. an account. of what 
Moſes and-Chriſt preached, and we have reaſon to believe 
that they were teachers ſent from God, then theſe writings are 
to all intents and purpoſes a divine revelation, ſince” they con- 
vey to us a diſcovery of what God taught by thern, as well as 
a narration of the intereſting facts which related to their mi- 
niſtry. But whether Moſes and Chriſt really hved, and deli- 
vered what is aſcribed to them; whether the books we have 
were really written by the perſons who are faid to have writ- 
ten them; and, whether theſe perſons had proper means of 
information; whether in ſhort, the facts recorded in them are 
true or falſe; theſe queſtions muſt be decided by teſtimony, 
which Mr. Paine invidiouſſy calls hearſay evidence. But though 
the word hearſay is generally applied to things which deſerve 
little credit, you will, I truſt, be ſatisfied that the evidence of 
Chriſtianity is the higheſt degree of }/ftorical evidence; and 


the man who applied the term Aearſay to the account of the 


Norman conqueſt, or the aſſaſſination of Julius Czfar, would 
be regarded as a ſceptick whom no evidence could fatisfy. 
There are then two diſtin kinds of evidence to which, we 
appeal, to miracles, and prophecy, in proof of the divine com- 
miſſion of an inſpired teacher, and to hearſay in proof of the 
truth of the facts related to us. Both theſe kinds have been 
attacked by Mr. Paine, and have even been treated by him 
with a degree of ſcorn and ridicule which may amuſe ſome, 
and confound others, but which will diſguſt the ſerious be- 
liever, and carry no conviQtion to the breaſt of the cool and 

"0 diſpaſſionate 
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difpaſſionate enquirer. If Chriſtians have been for ſo. long a 
period, believers in a cunningly aeviſed fable ; if ſo much labour 
and abilities as have been employed in examining into, and eſ- 
tabliſhing its evidence, inveſtigating its doctrines, and diſſemi- 
nating its principles, have been employed in vain; if Mr. Paine 
had;at-length diſcovered what eſcaped the critical examination 
of more earned, and at leaſt equally ingenious men; in this 
caſe, and ſuch Mr. Paine ſuppoſes it to be, it would have been but 
common decency, but common humanity, to have communi- 
cated this diſcovery, with more reſpeR to the long eſtabliſhed 
prejudices of mankind, and to have refrained from unneceſſary 
abuſe of what moſt of his readers. might eſteem ſacred truths. 
He could not but know that ridicule is no juſt teſt of truth, 
and that abuſe, even when properly applied, does no credit to 
him who makes uſe of it. But I am wandering from my ſub- 
ject, ſince it was not my deſign to find fault with Mr. Paine's 
conduct, but only to refute his arguments. | 


© The queſtions at iſſue between Mr, Paine and the advocates 
of Chriſtianity, which it is my intention to conſider, are the 
following : 


Is there ſufficient evidence from teſtimony (or hearſay) to 
ve. that Chriſtianity was profeſſed upwards of ſeventeen 
undred years ago; that Jeſus of Nazareth who was crucified 
in the reign of Tiberius Cæſar, was the founder of it; that 
the original profeſſors of it underwent many ſufferings, ſolely 
in conſequence of their belief in it, and that they ſubmitted 
from the ſame motives to new rules of conduct? 


Is there ſufficient eyidence to prove the genuineneſs of the 
books of the new teſtament, and their having been written by 
the perſons whoſe names they bear? | 


Are miracles credible proofs of a divine miſſion? and have 
we ſufficient evidence that they were wrought by Jeſus Chriſt 
and his apoſtles in confirmation of his baying been ſent by 


Can there be ſuch a thipg as prophecy ? and in what cir- 
cumſtances may we regard prophecies as proofs of a divine mif- 
ſion? Have we any evidence from prophecies in the new teſ- 
tament of the truth of Chriſtianity ? | 

5 


L 4] 
Is there ſufficient reaſon for believing in the divine miſſion 


of Moſes, and the genuineneſs of the books of the old teſta- 
ment ? ; | 


=” the prophecies recorded in any of theſe books relating | 
or death of Chriſt, or to any other circum- 
— tend to confirm the truth of revelation 4 


Is there evidence of a like nature to prove, that Mabomet 
was a prophet ſent fiom God? Or are we able to diſcover 
ſtrong marks of impoſture, and to perceive a material difference 
. the evidences of his religion, and that of Chriſt? © 


Such are the ſubjects of our diſcuſſion, and ſuch is the order 
in 1 I ſball ſolicit your attention to them. | FA 
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FxILOW-Crrizzxs, 

IHE firſt ſubject of ay to which I ſhall requeſt your 
attention is this; have we ſufficient evidence trom teſtimony, 
to prove that Chriſtianity was profeſſed upwards of ſeventeen 
hundred years ago; that one Jeſus of Nazareth, called alſo 
Chriſt, who was ctucified at re in the reign of Tibe- 
rius Czfar was the founder of it; that the original profeſſors 
of it underwent many ſufferings, ſolely in conſequence of their 
belief in it, and that they ſubmitted. from the ſame motive to 
new rules of conduct? Such of you as have read Mr. Paine's 


work, will recollect that he has admitted the exiſtence and cru- 


cifixion of fuch a perſon as 5 Chrift, to be within the limits 
of probability ; and that he has acknowledged the excellency of 
his character, and moral doctrine; he does not however give 
any reaſon from teſtimony, for believing/part and rejecting 
the reſt, and indeed, if I may judge from his work, there 
ſeems to be ſo much fancy and caprice, and ſo little judgment 
both in what he admits and rejects, notwithſtanding ſome acute 
remarks on particular circumſtances, that I ſhall make little or 
no uſe of his conceſſions. | | 


'TheChriſtian religion does now exiſt, and prevails in almoſt 
all Europe, and in ſome parts of Aſia, Africa, and America, 
and there. muſt have been ſome adequate cauſe for this ex- 
iſtence. We might therefore, if inclined to ſhrink from the 
enquiry, call upon Mr. Paine, or other unbelievers, to account 
for preſent appearances in a ſatisfactory manner, and ſhow that 
different circumſtances from what we aſſert, were the cauſe of 
them. 'This is ſeldom even attempted, perhaps from a con- 
ſciouſneſs that it could not be ſucceſsfully executed. It is a 
much eaſier taſk to make witty remarks on the ſtory of Jonah, 
or Samſon, and to affert (without any proof) that the books 
of ſcripture are forgeries, that the whole is an impoſture, and 
that we ſhould do much better without it. Such aſſertions do 
not require much room, and as cate 1s taken to render the 
books as entertaining as poſſible, they are read with avidity, 
and produce their pernicious effect, whilſt the dry, ſober ap- 
peal to reaſon and facts which the defender of Chriſtianity 
adopts, is thrown by neglected. I could without apprehenſion, 


reſt the truth of Chriftianity on this, that the preſent eſta- 
tabliſhment 
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bliſument of ic cannot he accounted for in any other manner; 
but as I do not choſe to imitate Mr. Paine in truſting to affert. 
ions, I ſhall proceed with the evidence. It has been ſhown 
by Archdeacon Paley in a very ingenious manner, in a work 
which I cannot too ſtrongly recommend to the peruſal of all 
who can procure it, that a man left to himſelf, without any 
© more information, than a knowledge of the exiſtence of the 
religion, of the general ſtory upon which it is founded, and 
that no act of power, force, or authority, was concerned 
« in its firſt ſucceſs, would conclude from the very nature 
„ and exigency of the caſe, that the author of the religion, 
during his life, and his immediate diſciples after his death, 
« exerted themſelves in ſpreading. and publiſhing the inſtitu- 
tion throughout the country in which it began, and into 
„ which it was firſt carried; that in the proſecution of this 
« purpoſe, they underwent the labours and troubles, which 
«© we obſerve the propagators of new ſects to, undergo z that 
the attempt muſt neceſſarily have alſo been in a high degree 
« dangerous ; that from the ſubjeQ of the miſſion, compared 
with the fixed opinions and 1 fee of thoſe to whom 
* the miſſionaries were to addreſs themſelves, they could 
* hardly fail of encountering ſtrong and frequent oppoſition; 
„ that, by the hand of government, as well as from the ſud- 
den fury and unbridled licence of the people, they would 
« oftentimes experience injurious, and cruel treatment; that 
at any rate, they muſt have always had ſo much to fear for 
« their perſonal ſafety, as to have paſſed their lives in a ſtate 
« of conſtant peril and anxiety ; and laſtly, that their mode 
« of life and conduct, viſibly at leaſt, correſponded with the 
« inſtitution which they delivered, and fo far, was both new, 
and required continual ſelt-denial.”* The arguments by 
which theſe are ſupported, are too long to be introduced here, 
but the conſideration of them may nevertheleſs be of ſome 
uſe. The teſtimony to the facts, [ wiſh to prove, is of three 
kinds, that of the Heathen and Jewiſh writers, that of the 
writers of the books of the New Teſtament, and that of early 
Chriſtian writers, 1 ſhall begin with the firſt, becauſe being 
that of men who were enemies, or at leaſt, not friends to 
Chriſtianity, it is not liable to ſuſpicion. - The firſt Heathen 
writer I ſhall produce is Tacitus. Tacitus, as it may be ne- 
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* © View of the evidences of Chriſtianity,” Part 1. Chap. 1:—Vol. 
1, page 20, 45. | 
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 ceſlary to inform ſome of you, was a Roman who lived inthe 


6. 6 W 


firſt century, and filled the firſt magiſtracy under the empe- 
ror in the year 9), that is about ſeventy years after the death 
of Chriſt, Pliny a contemporary, whom we ſhall have occa- 


ſion to mention, ſpeaks of him with the greateſt reſpect, and 


his credit has never been impeached. This Tacitus wrote two 
principal works, one called Annals, giving an account of events, 
beginning with Tiberius, and ending with the death of Nero; 
and a hiſtory beginning with Galba and ending at the death of 
Domitian ; writings, which as has been often obſerved, have 
gained him more honour than all his dignities. | 

This hiſtorian ſpeaking of the fire which happened at Rome 
in the tenth year of Nero, and about thirty years after the 
death of Chriſt, and of the ſuſpicions which were entertained 
that the emperor himſelf was concerned in cauſing it, ſays, 


But neither theſe exertions, nor his largeſſes to the peo- 


© ple, nor his offerings to the Gods, did away the infamous 


— 
* 5 3 1 
: 


66 


5 66 


cc 
cc 
60 
cc 


=; 
(6 


* 
66 
4 


4 
60 


cc 
66 
«c 


cc 
2 cc 


* imputation under” which Nero lay, of having ordered the 
city to be ſet on fire. To put an end therefore to this re- 


port, he laid the guilt, and inflited{ the moſt cruel pu- 
niſhment upon a ſet of people, who were held in aþhor- 
rence for their crimes, and called by the vulgar Chriſtians. 


The founder of that name was Chriſt, who ſuffered death 


if the reign of Tiberius, under his procurator, Pontius Pi- 


late. This pernicious ſuperſtition, thus checked for a while 
©. broke out again, and ſpread not only over Judea, where 


the evil originated, but through Rome alſo, whither every 
thing bad upon earth finds its way and is practiſed. Some 
who confeſſed their ſect were firſt ſeized, and afterwards 


by their information a vaſt multitude were apprehended, 
who were convicted, not ſo much of the crime of burning 


Rome, as of hatred to mankind. Their ſufferings at their 


execution, were aggravated by inſult and mockery, for 


ſome were diſguiſed in the ſkins of wild beaſts, and wor- 


Tied to death by dogs—ſome were crucified others page 
et 


in pitched ſhirts, (as we learn from another ſource) were 

on fire when the day cloſed, that they might ſerve. as lights 
to illuminate the night. Nero lent his own gardens for 
theſe executions ; and exhibited at the ſame time a mock. 


« Circenſian entertainment, being a ſpectator of the whole 


in the dreſs of a charioteer, ſometimes mingling with the 


te crowd on foot, and ſometimes viewing the ſight from his 
c car. This conduct made the ſufferers pitied, and though 
they were criminals, and deſerving the ſevereſt puniſhment, 
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« yet they were conſidered as ſacrificed, not ſo much out of, 
a regard to the publick good, as to gratify the cruelty of 
« one man.” Such of you as chuſe, may read this in the 
original, or in Mr. Murphy's excellent tranſlation, in the 
forty-fourth chapter of the fifteenth book of the Amalt. 
This pafſage proves, that Chriſt was put to death by Pon- 
tius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea : that from him 
the Chriſtians took their name; that in Judea, where it 
had its riſe, it ſpread, notwithſtanding the ignominious 
death of the founder, and the oppoſition it met with: that it 
made its way to Rome, the capital of the empire, ſituated at 
a great diſtance ;z and that within thirty-four years from the 
death of the author, there was. in that. city .a great multitude 
of Chriſtians : and it alſo appears that the profeſſors of this 
religion were reproached and hated, and underwent. many and 
grievous ſufferings. From the fact of the number of Chriſ- 
tians in Rome, Archdeacon Paley obſerves, the two following 
inferences may be fairly drawn; ** firſt, that if, in the ſpace 
of thirty-tour years from its commencement, the religion 
«© had ſpread throughout Judea, had extended itſelf to Rome, 
and there had numbered a great multitude of convetts, the 
original teachers and miſſionaries of the inſtitution could not 
gave been idle; ſecondly, that when the author of the under 
taking was put to death as a malefactor for his attempt, the 
* endeavours of his followersto eſtabliſhhisreligion, in the ſame 
«© country, amongſt the ſame people, and in the ſame age, 
« could not but be attended with danger.” As to, what 
Tacitus ſays againſt the Chriſtians, it muſt be remembered 
that he was attached to the. idolatrous worſhip. eſtabliſhed 
at Rome, and thought any neglect of the gods, or innovation 
with reſpect to the cotton ſyſtem, criminal and dangerous 
to the ſtate ; he brings no ſpecifick charge againſt them, and 
from the ſeverity of their puniſhment moving-compaſſion, it 
may be inferred, that they were not ſuch monſters of wicked- 
neſs as he repreſents them. Be this as it may, it is very plain 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity was neither honourable, nor pro- 
fitable at Rome. And while this paſſage of Tacitus is in your 
thoughts, I would aſk you what probability there is of men's 
having borne ſuch cruelties, with the ſole view of mending the 
Heathen mythology by a I fraud? For Mr. Paine is will- 
ing to allow, that the firſt preachers had good intentions. 


Much is talked' about our experience. Now does our expe- 


rience warrant us to ſuppoſe, that men have ſo, much diſin- 


tereſted benevolence, 'as to ä re ſuch tortures far adhering 
| 4; | to 


| 1 Ny 5 . 
| — 0 2 Yo, merely to impoſe one falſe ſyſtem in the room of 
| wu another, beca ire?! thonght it better? On ſuch a ſuppoſi- 


tion they were 
What we are. 


Martial, a Roman poet, cho publiſhed ſeveral books of 
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connected with other teſtimonies, and particularly that of Ta · 
citus, which mentions the ſpecies of puniſhments they were 
made to undergo, it ſeems very probable that: the executions 
cf the Chriſtians were referred to. 


f al ö 
i [2 Epigrams, and who lived at the ſame time with Tacitus, is 
it a 1 thought to have alluded t6 the puniſhment inflicted on the 
11 Chriſtians by putting on pitch ſhirts, in one of his epigrams, 
ii Io ' and to have made it the object of his ridicule, which would 
1 133 prove the notoriety of it. | ba 
16 |; Juvenal another Roman poet, living at the ſame time, in- 
11 My tending as it ſhould ſeem, to commemorate the cruelties ex- 
i 1 erciſed under Nero's government, has the following lines: | 
13:78 | | ; 
f 155 . Bone Tigelinum adi lucehis in ill 
1 „Aud flantes ardent, qui. fes gutture fumantz 
11/2 | Es latum medid fulcum deducit arend.” 
97 116 | | | | . 
0 i " & Deſcribe Tigellinus {a corrupt miniſter under Nero) and 
Ht: you ſhall ſuffer the ſame puniſhment with. thoſe who ſtand 
7 7 burning in their own flame and ſmoke ; their head being 
1 « held up by a ſtake fixed to their chin, till they make a long 
PR 48.8 < ſtream (of blood and melted ſulphur) on the ground.“ 
945 On this paſſage it has been juſtly remarked, and the remark 
34 1 equally applicable to that from Martial, that conſidered by 
6/4 ; itſelf, the ſubjeR of the alluſion might be doubtful, but when 


A more direct teſtimony occurs in the works of Suetonius, 
a Roman of diſtinction, who was ſecretary to the emperor 
Adrian, and may be placed in the year 110. He alſo was in- 
timate with Pliny the younger, and was recommended by him 
in ſtrong terms to the emperor Trajan. Suetonius wrote /ives 
of the firſt twelve Cæ ſars, and inſeveral of them has mentioned 
circumſtances, which Dr. Lardner conſiders as bearing teſti- 
mony to the progreſs of Chriſtianity, The only paſſage I 
hall notice is in the life of Nero, when deſcribing the tranſ- 
actions of his reign, he ſays, * The Chriſtians a ſet of men, 
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* of a new and miſchievous (or magical) ſuperſtition, were 
« puniſhed,” This, Dr. Lardner thinks, may include more 
extenſive, ſufferings in the provinees, as well as the city, hic 
we are told by Chriſtian writers was the caſe, 


The above teſtimonies, relate to what took place according 
to the courſe of nature, in the life-time probably of 24 
the apoſtles, and certainly in the life-time of thoſe who were 

converted hy the apoſtles, or in their time. And as the foun- 

der of the religion ſuffered death in the execution of his de- 

ſign, and as many of the firſt converts alfo ſuffered the greet 

extremities, it is hardly credible, that thoſe who came en 
the two, the companions of the author during his life, and 
teachers of his inſtitution after his death, could go about their 
undertaking with eaſe and ſafety. 


The next Heathen writer, I ſhall mention, is Pliny the 
younger, a moſt accompliſhed man, and the favourite of the 
emperor Trajan, who advanced him to the firſt offices of the 
ſtate. About the year 106, he went as governor to the pro- 
vince of Bithynia in Aſia, from which place he wrote to the. 
emperor about the Chriſtians, and his letter, with the anfwer 
to it, are preſerved in the collection of his letters, which have 
been tranſlated by Mr. Melmoth. The two I allude to, are 
the 97th and 98th of the 10th book. Theſe letters, which are 
too long to inſert, prove three things: firſt, the number of 
Chriſtians in Bithynia and Pontus, in leſs than 80 years after 
the death of Chriſt. Many of all ages, and every rank, of 
* both ſexes likewiſe, are accuſed, and will be accuſed. Nor 
has the contagion of this ſuperſtition ſeized cities only, but 
* the leſſer towns alſo, and the open country.” And he 
ſpeaks of the temples having been almoſt forſaken, and facri- 
fices almoſt entirely negleed. Secondly, they prove the 
bitterneſs of their perſecutions, even under an emperor, and. 
governor who were eſteemed mild, and when there was no 
actual law exiſting againſt them, as appears from Pliny's ig- 
norance how he ſhould act, and the emperor's giving tim a 
rule for his direction. Accuſations, trials, and examinations, 


were, and had been going on againſt them in theſe provinces: 


informations were delivered without the name of the authors, 
containing the names 22 fuſpeed of holding, or fa- 


many had been apprehended, of whom, fome boldly avowed 
their profeflion and died in * cauſe ;. others denied that they 
2 . 
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in conſequence of theſe informations . 
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were Chriſtians; others, acknowledging that they had once been 
Chriſtians, declared that they had long ceaſed to be ſuch : 
which proves that the profeſſion of envy was at that 
time attended with fear and danger. Thirdly, Pliny's letter is a 
ſtriking teſtimony to the morality of the early Chriſtians. He 
ſays, that per ſons who had recanted, “ affirmed that the 
% whole of their faults or error lay in this, that they were 


e wont to meet together on a ſtated day before it was light, 


4 and ſing among themſelves alternately a hymn to Chriſt, as 
% God, and bind themſelves by an oath, not to the com- 
4 miſſion of any wickedneſs, but not to be guilty of theft or 
« robbery, or adultery, never to falſify their word, nor to 
«& deny a pledge committed to them, when called upon to re- 
« turn it. When theſe things were performed, it was their 
© cuſtom to ſeparate, and then to come together again to a 
„ meal, which they ate in „ GHhe any diſorder ;*? 
and to be more certain, . he examined by torture, two maid- 
& ſervants, who were called miniſters, but could diſcover 
& nothing befide a bad and exceſſive ſuperſtition.” Such a 
teſtimony trom a perſon much prejudiced againſt them, is very 
much to their honour. 


EpiQetus the ſtoick philoſopher, or his diſciple Arrian, who 
both lived about this time, ſpeaks of the-conſtancy of the 
Chriſtians, (or Galileans as he calls them, and as the emperor 
4 afterwards called them) and aſcribes it to madneſs or 

abit, as the emperor Marcus Aurelius, fifty years after, does 
to obſtinacy, which prove their exiſtence as a ſect, and their 
ſufferings. Celſus lived in the time of Marcus Aurelius, 
about the year 176, and wrote a work againſt Chriſtianity 
entitled, The True Werd.“ This work, like many others, 
has been loſt, but there is an anſwer to it exiſting, in which 
there are a great number of paſſages from it, whence it is 
evident, that Celſus was acquainted with the goſpels, and ac- 


. knowledged the facts, but accounted for them in a different 


manner, and turned them into ridicule. He attributed Chriſt's 


miracles to magick, which our modern unhelievers are too 


wiſe to believe in, and therefore they have reſorted to the new 
ground of denying the facts. Lucian, part of whoſe works 
are known to almoſt eyery ſchool-boy, was the friend and con- 
temporary of Celſus, to whom he dedicated one of his works. 
This witty epicurean philoſopher, who has ſo ludicrouſly ex- 
poſed the Heathen ſuperſtition, alſo made the Chriſtians ob- 
jects of his ridicule, and by that means furniſhes us with his 
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teſtimony to many circumſtances. From a paſſage in his life 
of Peregrinus we learn, that the founder of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion was crucified in Paleſtine z that he was the great maſter 
of the Chriſtians, and the firft author of the principles re- 
ceived by them ; that thoſe men, called Chriſtians, had pe- 
culiarly ſtrong hopes of immortal life, and a great contempt 
for this world and its enjoyments: that they courageouſly en- 
dured many afflictions upon account of their principles, and 
ſometimes ſurrendered themſelves to ſufferings, - Honour and 
probity prevailed ſo much among them, that they truſted 
each other without ſecurity. Their maſter had earneſt] 
recommended to all his . mutual love; by whi 
alſo they were much diſtinguiſned. And their aſſiduity in 
relieving and comforting one another when under affliction, 
was known to all men: nor is it any diſparagement to them, 
to have been impoſed upon by Peregrinus, who was admired 
by many others, and perhaps was not ſo bad a man, as Lucian 
inſinuates.“ In his Alexander, or Pſeudomantis, he ſpeaks 
of the Epicureans and Chriſtians as being perſecuted. at the 
inſtigation of this Alexander, who was a great impoſtor, for 
raiſing flanderous ſtories againſt kim. Galen, the famous phy- 

© 


ſician, who was alſo contemporary, in his work on the pu 


has twice mentioned Chriſt ; and in ſuch a manner, as to in- 
duce ſome to think he was acquainted with the goſpels.— 
The paſſages certainly prove the notoriety of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion at that time. There are many other Heathen writers 
whoſe teſtimony might be adduced, eſpecially Porphyry and 
Jukan, but I have already taken up too much of your time, 
and having quoted thoſe of the two firſt centuries, ſhall leave 
ſuch of you as wiſh for further information, and have leiſure for 
the purſuit, to conſult the works of Dr. Lardner and others, who 
have fully inveſtigated the ſubject. Before I conclude this part, I 
muſt however caution you from expecting too much from Hea- 
then teſtimonies. Thoſe who fully ſtudied the ſubject frequently 
became Chriſtians, and their teſtimony is of courſe transferred; 


others who were moderate, or half CH: iſtians would hold 


their tongues leſt they might draw upon themſelves perſecution, 


ſo that they would ſcarcely be mentioned by any Heathen 
writer, 
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* Theſe and many other remarks have been taken from Dr. Lard- 
ver's Jewiſh and Heathen teflimonies, on whoſe known veracity and 
critical exaQueſs I bave relied in many quotations, having neither 
leiſure nor opportunity to conſult the originals, 2 
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writer, except by ſuch as were much prejudiced againſt them, 
or from intereſted motives joined in the popular cry. 


I ſhall now proceed to conſider the teſtimony of Joſephus 
the famous Jewiſh hiſtorian, which muſt on many accounts 
be regarded as of great conſequence, Joſephus was of the 
race of the. Jewiſh prieſts, and deſcended from a family which 
for a conſiderable time, had the ſupreme government of the 
Jewiſh nation. He was born in the year of Chriſt 37s that 
is about eight years after his death. He made ſuch proficience 
in knowledge that at the age of fourteen, he was conſulted by 
the principal men of the city about the right interpretation 
of things in the law. At nineteen he became a Phariſee, and 
entered pon the management of publick affairs: he went on 
an embaſly to Nero, and was afterwards a diſtinguiſhed genera? 
againſt the Romans, but being obliged to ſurrender himſelf, 
he got into the good graces of Veſpaſian, who was afterwards 
emperor, and was patroniſed by him, and his ſons Titus, aud 
Domitian. Such a man muſt evidently haye had the beſt in- 
formation about tranſaQions in Judea, both in his own times, 
and pre vi us to them. This information he publiſhed in two 
works, Jewiſh antiquities, containing the hiſtory of the Jews 
from the creation to the 12th year of Nero, and a kiftory of 
the Few!ſh war in J books; the publication of which may be 
ſet down about A. D. 76, within fifty years after the death of 
Chriſt, In the former of theſe works, there are three paſſages 
which demand attention. In the firſt (Antiquit B. xviii. C. 
5. $ 1. 2.) he mentions John the Baptiſt having been put to 
death by Herod, with other circumſtances mentioned in ſcrip- 
ture, and ſpeaks of John © as a juſt man, who had called 
« upon the Jews to be baptiſed, and to practice virtue, exer- 
« ciſing both juſtice towards men, and piety towards God.” 
The genuineneſs of this paſſage I cannot find has ever been 
queſtioned, and the connection between John's preaching and 
Chriſt's is ſo great, that it may be conſidered as worth notice. 
In another paſſage (B. 20. C. 8.) he mentions ** James, the 
brother of him who is called Chriſt, being ſtoned to death.“ 
'This however is doubtful, and not being equally important, I 
ſhall proceed to the moſt material one ; it occurs in the 18th 
book, 3 chap. 3 ſeQtion, and is as follows; © at that time 
« lived Jeſus, a wiſe man, if he may be called a man; for 
« he periormed many wonderful works. He was a teacher 
« of ſuch men as received the truth with pleaſure. He drew 
« overto him many Jews and Gentiles. This was the 2 
ws 66 


— 


* 


5 


t And when Pilate, at the inſtigation of the chief men 
* us, had condemned him to che croſs, they who before 
* conceived an affection for him, did not ceaſe to adhere to 
* him. For on the third day he appeared to them alive 
* again, the divine prophets having foretold theſe, and many 
* other wonderful things concerning him. And the ſect of 
« the Chriſtians, ſo called from him, ſubſiſts to this time.“ 
The authenticity of this remarkable paſfage is diſputed, and 
it has been deemed by ſome learned Chriſtians as well as by 
Deiſts, an interpolation. The arguments on each fide are too 
long to mention, nor are they neceſſary for my preſent de- 
ſign, The paſſage is either genuine, or it is not. If it be 
enuine, the teſtimony contained in it is very valuable, to the 

I wiſh to prove}; but if not, which I am inclined to think 


- maſt probable, in this caſe his filence is of more i ce 


than his teſtimony, and equally ſerves to authenticate the truth 


of thoſe facts upon which Chriſtianity is founded. This may 


at firſt ſeem a ſtrange aſſertion, but perhaps you will aſſent 
to it, when you conſider that Joſephus could not be i nt 
of the exiſtence of ſuch a man as Chriſt, or of his having Sunded 
a ſect which had made great progreſs in the world. Theſe 
circumſtances which Tacitus and Suetonius have mentioned, 
were too notorious for Joſephus a Jew to be ignorant of. Did 
he then think them too inconſiderable to occupy a place in his 
hiſtory ? We may conclude he did not from the following cir- 
cumſtances. 1** Inhis time, Chriſtians were ſo numerons a 
ſociety as to engage the attention of the Roman Emperors, 
who took very great pains to exterminate their opinions, and 
Tacitus and Suetonius who could not be fo much intereſted as 
Joſephus, conſidered the riſe and eſtabliſhment of CO 
as of ſufficient magnitude to rank amongſt the events, tranſ- 
mitted by them to poſterity. 24y Joſephus makes mention 
of three Jewiſh ſects, though two of them had ceaſed to exiſt ; 
he ſhould not then have been ſilent with reſpect to the Chriſ- 
tians who had increaſed in all the provinces, and even in the 
capital of the empire. 34% He has given a very full and ac- 
curate account of a great number of impoſtors, or headsof par- 
ties, which aroſe amongſt the Jews, from the time of Auguſtus 
to the ruin of Jeruſalem. Now Jefus founded a party much 


more conſiderable, and which occaſioned much greater noiſe, 
than all thoſe whom this author has mentioned. Thefe im- 


« poſtors, ſays the Abbe Bullet, theſe ring-leaders, theſe men 


* who had collected mobs, had no followers beyond thepre- 


«* cin&s of Judea : their partizans and adherents were ſoon 
« diſperſed 


AY 


« diſperſed, and at the time Joſephus wrote, nothitg bat 
the bare remembrance of them remained. It was far dif- 
< ferent with the ſeQ, the aſſemblies and community Chriſt had 
formed; it not only ſubſiſted in the time of the hiſtorian, 
gut was extended through every province of the empire, 
«© and flouriſhed in the very capital. The ſovereigns of the 
<< world exerted all their authority to ſuppreſs it. It deſerved 
* then to have been noticed by Joſephus.” Joſephus 
could not think the facts in queſtion too inconſiderable to be 
noticed. How then, conſiſtently with the laws of hiſtory, 
“and the method which he had preſcribed to himſelf, of re- 
“ cording every thing he knew, could he preſerve an entire 
© filence on this head? Let us try to ſolve this ænigma. 
Either this hiſtorian muſt have believed that all which the 
5 diſciples of Jeſus had ſaid of their maſter was falſe, or elſe 
« was true. If falſe, he could not have remained ſilent; 
\ © every thing would have ſtimulated him to ſpeak out on the 
« occaſion ; the intereſt of virtue; zeal for his own religion, the 
“foundations of which Chriſtians had ſapped by their impoſ- 
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1 bt © tures ; the love of his own nation, who were accuſed, and 
1 . * tc upbraided with having from a malignant and cruel jealouſy 

11 1 put to death the Meſſiah, the ſon of God. By expoſing 
. the impoſtures of the apoſtles, he would have overwhelmed 
1 <& with confuſion the enemies of his own people; have ingra- 
Wi! tc tiated himſelf moſt effectually with his nation; conciliated - 
HEH & the favour of thoſe emperors, who perſecuted the growing 

5 © cauſe of Chriſtianity ; attracted the applauſes of all who 

| 1 & looked with horror on this new ſuperſtition; and undeceived 

r © the Chriſtians themſelves, whom the firſt diſciples of Jeſus 


* had ſo miſerably miſled. Can any perſon for a moment 
« believe, that a man able to expoſe ſo groſs an impoſture, 
« and who had ſo many powerful inducements to do it, ſhould, 
<« inſpite of every incitement perſevere in the moſt obſtinate 
c ſilence; eſpecially, when ſo natural an occaſion ſolicited 
4 him to ſpeak? If falſe miracles were propagated for the 
«© purpoſe of ſeducing the people of our days, with what zeal, 
„ with what ardour, would our writers march forth to detect 
c. the impoſture, and prevent the ſeduQtion ! Should we not 
cc regard their ſilence, on ſuoh an occaſion, as a criminal pre- 
% yarication ? It appears then indiſputable, that if Joſephus 
© had helie ved the relations of the apoſtles concerning their 
« maſter to have been falſe, he would have taken care to de- 
& clare his conviction: but if he did not believe them to be 


„ falſe, he muſt have known them to be true; and for _ 
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* of diſpleaſing his nation, the Romans, and their emperors, 
& held his peace.” * It may be obſerved, in confirmation of 
this argument, that fuch was the time-ſerving and worldly diſ- 
poſition of Joſephus, that he would negle& no opportunity of 
pleaſing his own nation, or the Romans, nor can we ſuppoſe 
a regard tor truth would have as much influence upon him, 2 
a regard to his own intereſt. Whichſoever ſide of the 
queſtion then is taken, we may conſider Joſephus as ſerving. 
to authenticate the truth of the facts on which Chriſtianity is 
founded. I come now to the teſtimony of the writers of the 
books of the New Teſtament. Of the primitive condition of 
Chriſtianity we can, acquire only & diſtant and general view 
trom Heathen writers. It is in odr own books that we muſt 
* ſeek for a detail of the ttanſaction. This is what we might 
naturally 5 * ; for who would write a hiſtory of Chriſtia- 
tiſtian ? Who was likely to recoid the travels, 
* ſufferings, labours, or, ſucceſſes of the apoſtles but one of 
«© their own number, or of their followers ?”” Now theſe books 
contain an account of the fact we want to prove. We have 
four hiſtories of Jeſus Chriſt, which relate that in conſequence 
of his undertaking, he was put to death as a malefactor at Je- 
ruſalem in the reign of Tiberius Cæſar, and under the procu- 
ratorſhip of Pontius Pilate, as mentioned by Tacitus. We 
are told that on the third day he roſe from the dead, and ap- 
peared to his diſciples. We have a hiſtory taking up the nar- 
rative from his Jeath, and carrying on an account of the 
propagation of the religion, and of ſome of the moſt eminent. 
perſons engaged in it for a ſpace of thirty years, and of its 
being preached even in Rome; points which are alſo con- 
firmed by Tacitus—and we have alſo a collection of letters 
written by certain principal agents in the buſineſs,” and in the 


-midſt of their concern and connection with it. © And theſe 


writings not only give an account of the origin of Chriſtianity, 
but they atteſt the ſufferings of the firſt teachers of it, in ever) 
variety of form in which it can be conceived to appear; di- 
rely and indireQly, expreſsly and incidentally, by affertion _ 
recital and alluſion, by narrative of facts, and by arguments 
and diſcourſes built upon theſe facts, either referring to them, 
or neceſſarily preſuppoſing them. Theſe books alſo teſtify to 
are 
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See this argument of the Abbe Bullet's more at large in the aps 
pendix'to Dr, Kyppis's life of Lgcdaer, prefixed to his works: D 
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are told of their continuing with one accord in prayer and ſup- 
Plication, of their, continuing daily witli one accord in the temple, 
F many being gathered together pravingy and we know from 
tbe books what rules of purity, and maxims of benevolence, 
they taught, which, if in any degree regarded, would pro- . 
ce a ſyſtem of conduct, and what is more difficult to pre- 
erve, a diſpoſition of mind and a regulation of affections, diffe- 
1 m any thing towhich they had hitherto been accuſtomed, 
and different from what they would ſee in others. This 
change is often referred to in the letters of their teachers, and 
the teitimony of Pliny, before mentioned tends to confirm it. 


I have here aſſumed the genuineneſs of thefe books, which 
I certainly had no right yet ta do; but it will be the buſineſs of the 
next letter to prove it from externa] and internal teſtimony ; 
and I wiſh you particularly to remark that whatever opinion 
myſelf, or other Chriſtians may entertain of inſpiration, I 
have ſpoken of- them hitherto, and intend to ſpeak of them 
in theſe letters, only as the works of 1 men, but entitled 


* 


ta as much credit as the writings of Cæſar or Xenophon, or 


others deſcribing events which came within their own know- 
ledge, I well know that the inſpiration of the ſcriptures in 
any degree can only be proved from the ſcriptures themſelves, 
and that it 1s 1 neceſſary in an argument of this nature, 
to prove the truth, or to uſe more exact language, the ſtrong 
probability of the facts, without any reference to inſpiration, , 


It remains for me to bring ſome evidence from the early 


Chriſtian writers, to prove the above facts. I well know, that Mr. 


Paine has endeavoured to raiſe a great prejudice againſt them, 
as well as againſt the writers of ſcripture ; he ſpeaks of them 


as being themſelves concerned in eſtabliſhing this prous fraud, 


and their teſtimony of courſe would be conſidered as of little 
weight. This appears a very uncandid way of arguing, for 
however unwilling we might be to pin our faith on theirs, and 
take for granted every thing they relate, yet we can conceive 
no reaſon why they ſhould tel! a lie, and afterwards ſuffer 
death, as many of them did, to prove that it was not one. 
The point of view in which I ſhall conſider their teſtimony, 
both now and in the next letter, with reſpect to the genuine- 
neſs of the ſcriptures, is this z we have books bearing the names 
of early Chriſtians, which have been mentioned by contempo- 
raries, and ſucceeding writers, and of which early copies have 
been preſerved, which books we may therefore conclude were 
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written at an early period, and even though improperl 
cribed to the ſuppoſed authors, muſt of neceflity throw if 
upon circumſtances, which had lately, or, were then taking 
place. It is therefore fair, to produce thele books as teſtimo- 
nies to ſuch facts, as the exiſtence and ſufferings of Chriſtians 
in their times, and the books which they had ſeen and read. 
To reject their teſtimony in ſuch caſes, is I conceive very 
unreaſonable, and ſuch conduct as would not be adopted in 
any other inſtance whatever ; for it is not uſual, I imagine, to 
reſect the teſtimony of an original witneſs, on account of ſup- 
poſed partiality and attachment to the cauſe, which his work 
was deſigned to ſupport. We receive his account with caution, 


but we do not reject it—and this will be the caſe, clpeciallye, 


when it was evidemly not his profeſſed object to prove the fact 
inqueſtoh} but the mention of it is inadvertently introduced, 
when treating on another ſubje&. After this remark I ſhath 
venture to produce their evidence as ſtrongly confirming that. 


already grven. 


In an epiſtle bearing the name of Barnabas, the companion. 
of Paul, which is generally eſteemed genuine, and which, if 
not written by him, was certainly written in the firſt century, 
before the entire reduction of Judea; we have an account oĩ 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, his choice of apoſtles, and their num - 
ber, his death and reſurrection, with many other circumſtan- 
ces, agreeing in the main with the accounts in the goſpels and 
acts.— n an epiſtle, generally aſcribed to Clement, a hearer 
of Paul, although written for a purpoſe remotely connected 
with the Chriſtian hiſtory, we have the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, and the ſubſequent miſſion of the apoſtles, recorded 
in theſe ſatisfactory terms: The apoſtles have preached- 
to us from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from God.— For having 
received their command, and being thoroughly aſſured by the. 
* reſurreftion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they went abroad pub- 
6 [ifhing that the kingdom of God was at hand.” He men- 
tions alſo the humility, yet the power, of Chriſt, and his cru- 
cifixion. He ſpeaks of Peter and Paul, as faithful and right- 
eous pillars of the church, and mentions their labours and 
ſufferings. -Hermas, a writer of nearly the ſame period, in a 
piece little connected with hiſtorical recitals, ſpeaks of ** thoſe. 
«© who have believed and ſuffered death for the name of Chriſt, 
© and have endured with a ready mind, and have given up 
« their lives with a ready heart.” Ignatius who lived at An- 
tioch in the year 107, and Rees who lived at Smyrna 
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about the ſame time, and is ſuppoſed to have known the apoſ- 
tle John, in epiſtles written for the purpoſe of exhorting their 
fellow Chriſtians, mention the ſame fats, and it may be 
obſerved that both of them ſuffered martyrdom on account 
of their belief. —Papias of Hierapolis in Aſia, A. D. 116.— 
Juſtin Martyr, who was originally an heathen philoſopher, 
Who afterwards preſented an apology for Chriſtianity, to 
the emperor Antoninus Pius, about A. D. 140, and was a 
martyr, —Tatian, who was a man of learning, and a here- 
tick, A. D. 172.—[Irenæus a diſciple of Polycarp, who preach- 
ed afterwards at Lyons in Gaul, and ſuffered martyrdom there, 
A. D. 178.—Athenagoras, who is ſtyled an Athenian and a 
philoſopher, and who preſented an apology to the emperor An- 
toninus Pius. Theophilus of Antioch, whoſe works ſhow he 
was well acquainted with Greek literature, A. D. 181.,— 
Clement of Alexandria in Egypt, A. D. 194—and Tertullian 
of Carthage in Africa, alſo a man of great learning, who like 
all the reſt, was originally an heathen, about 200,-All theſe 
and many others whom 12 for ſake of brevity, bear their 
reſtimony to the exiſtence of a ſect of Chriſtians in their days, 
of its being numerous, and having extended to many diſtant 
countries, of its being much perſecuted, and of the good con- 
duct of the diſciples. Theſe men are many of them ſtiled 
Biſhops, but it ſhould be remembered, without entering into 
any diſcuſſion about the office, that in thoſe days, it was 
attended with no profit, and much labour and danger, for 
It pointed them out as particular objects of perſecution. 
I may then, I think, aſſert that the principal parts of the ac- 


count are —— by a ſeries of ſucceeding writers. In 
addition to theſe teſtimonies, I would obſerve, that there is no 


account of the origin of the religion ſubſtantially different from 
that of the ſcriptures ; that there was an early and extenſive 
prevalence of rites and inſtitutions, which reſult from that ac- 
count; and that this account bears in its conſtruction, proof 
that it is an account of facts which were known and believed at 
the time; I have already dwelled ſo long on this part of the 
ſubject, that I muſt content myſelf with barely mentioning 
theſe things, which I conceive are ſufficient, to ſupport an 
aſſurance, that the ſtory which we have now, is in its prin- 
cipal facts, the ſtory which Chriſtians had at the beginning. 
« For inſtance, I make no doubt, for the reaſons which have 
«© been ſtated, that the reſurrection of the founder of the re- 
* ligion, was always a part of the Chriſtian ſtory. Nor can 


* doubt of this remain upon the mind of any one, who re- 
| | | « fleas 


] 
lian 

like 
heſe 
heir 
ays, 
ſtant 


« fſlects that the reſurrection is, in ſome form or other at- 
« ſerted, referred to, or aſſumed, in every Chriſtian writing, 
« of every deſcription which hath come down to us. And if 


« our evidence ſtopped here, we ſhould have a ſtrong caſe to 
& offer: for we ſhould have to alledge, that, in the reign of 


Tiberius Cæſar, a certain number of perſons ſet about an 


* attempt of eſtabliſhing a new religion in the world ; in the 
«« proſecution of which purpoſe, they voluntarily encountered 
« great dangers, undertook great labours, ſuſtained great fuf- 
«« terings, all for a miraculous ſtory which they publiſhed 
«« wherever they came; and that the reſutrection of a dead 
« man, whom during his life they had followed, and accom- 
« panied, was a conſtant part of this ſtory, I know ! 
6 in the above ſtatement, which can with any appearance 


« reaſon be diſputed; and I know nothing in the hiſtory ot 


ee the human ſpecies ſimilar to it.“ 
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HAT I propoſe to conſider in the preſent letter is, he- 
ther there be ſulfcient evidence to prove the genuineneſs off 
the books of the new Teſtament, and theit having been written 
WY by the perſons whoſe names they bear. It may be proper in 
yl | the firſt place,-to mention Mr. Paine objeGion We are told, 
ſays he, that theſe bogks are the ward of God. It is therefore 
proper for us to-know who told us ſo, that wt muy ku whot 
credit te give to the report. The anfuver to tis que ſtiai it, that 
nobody can tell, except that we tell, ane another fo. T he cuſe, 
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other will be the general concluſion to be drawn at the cloſe 
of the work. This confuſion of diſtin queſtions, is one thing 
which makes The Age of Reaſon likely to miſlead, and difficult 
to anſwer. I muſt alſo contend, that Mr. Paine has not fairly 
ſtated the nature of the evidence; he ſpeaks of Chriſtian my- 
thologiſts, as managing theſe writings as they pleaſed, and voting 


1 1 however, Hiſtorica ly appears, ta be as follows : when the chure 
4 mythologiſts eftabliſhed their ſyſtem, they collected all the urit- 
i ings they could 2 and managed them as they pleaſed. It is a 
10 4 matter altogether of uncertainty to us, whether ſuch of the 
1 writings as now appear under the name of the new'T eftament, are 
| 15 10 in the ſame ſlate in which thoſe collectors ſay they feund them, 
1 or -whether they added, altered, abridged, or dreſſed them up. 
5. Be this as it may, they decided by vote which of the books out of 
#1 ie collection they made, ſhould be the word of God, and which 
11 Should not. Had they acled otherwiſe, all tlie people ſince call- 
18 mg themſelves Chriſtians, had believed otherwiſe ; for the belief of - 
(1411 3 the one comes from the vote of the other. Who the people were who 
n did all this, we know nothing of; they called themſelves by the 
45:8 general name of the church; and this is all we know of the mat» 
i \. FW ter. After this, he ſays, that wwe have no other external evidence 
41 19 for believing them to be the word of God, and that is no evidence. 
| 0/88 | On this paſſage I beg leave to obſerve, that Mr. Paine has 
* 111%. confounded two different queſtions, firſt, whether theſe books 
Witt wr are genuine, and written by the authors whoſe names they 
11655 bear? and ſecondly, whether they contain a revelation from 
| i 8 God, which I underſtand, by the word of God ? Theſe I ſhall 
$34: ſeparate, the fu ſt'will be conſidered in the preſent letter, the 


Some books to be the word of God, while they rejected others, and 


he inſinuates that they did this by caprice, or as it ſuited their 
ſentiments 


i=, 


Z 


{[ +83 71'S» 
ſentiments. How far ſuch aſſertions are warranted by fas, 
will appear trom the evidence ſhall produce in ſupport of 
the genuineneſs of theſe books, and ] muſt again intreat you 
to remember, that I do not at preſent contend for them as 
inſpired, or as a word of God, but only as books wr̃itten by 
one Matthew, &c. who were diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, and 

| 2 of his religion, whether that religion were true or 
It is a very common miſtake amongſt Chriſtians, and un- 
believers in general take advantage of it, to conſider the bible, 
or at leaſt the new Teſtament, as one book, every part of which 
reſts on the ſame evidence, and that all muſt be received or 
none, whereas the fact is, that it is a collection of different 
books, many of them by different writers, and it is no more 
fair to join them together in this manner, than it would be to 
infer, that the writings of Salluſt and Cœſar, muſt ſtand or fall 


| . e or to conclude that Mr. Locke did not write the 
e 


ay on the human under landing, becauſe - the common place 
ok to the bible generally attributed to him, is ſpurious, 
have not only evidence that they were written 
different authors, but the variations in their accounts prove 1t 
Fully. I would obſerve then, that ſuch was the ſituation of the 
writers to whom the four goſpels are aſcribed, that if any one 
of the four be genuine, it is ſufficient for the purpoſe. of eſta- 
bliſhing the truth of the facts before-mentioned. The authors 
of all of them lived at the time and on the ſpot. Two of 
them were eye-witneſſes of the facts, and ear witneſſes of the 
diſcourſes, and wrote from their own perſonal knowledge = 
If then Matthew and John wrote the narratives (or angcdites, 
for I have no objection to Mr. Faine's term) to which their 
name is prefixed, theſe narratives muſt either be true in their 
rincipal parts, or muſt be wilful and meditated falſehoods. 
Yet the writers who fabricated theſe falſehoods, if they be 
ſuch, are of the number of thoſe, who unleſs the whole con- 
texture of the Chriſtian ſtorybe a dream, ſacrificed their eaſe and 
ſafety in the cauſe, and for a purpoſe the moſt inconſiſtent 
that is poſſible with diſhoneſt intentions. They were villains 
for na end, but to teach hinefly, and martyrs, without the leaſt 
4 N of honour, or advantage. The goſpeh aſcribed to 
ark and Luke, althongh not the narratives of eye-witneſſes, 
are, if genuine, removed only one degree, having been written 
by contemporaries, who were companions of -eye-witnefſles, 
and received their accounts fram them, If then the books are 
| | genume, 


— 64 J as 
genuine, they contain thoſe facts which the.original preachers. 
of the 2822 alledged, whether thoſe — 4 true or falſe. 

Suppoſing even one of theſe narratives to be genuine, we have 
an account of what the apoſtles preached, from one of their 
on number, or at leaſt from one who was not only contem- 
porary with them, but was aſſociated with them in their mi- 
niſtry. I would alſo obſerve, that we ſhould conſider the 
aggregate evidence of theſe books, as well as their ſeparate 
evidence. Now there is in the evangelick hiſtory acumula- 

tion of teſtimony which belongs hardly to any other, but which 
our- habitual mode of reading the ſcriptures ſometimes cauſes 
us to overlook. When a. paſſage is read out of an ancient 
Chriſtian writer, which relates to the hiſtory of Chriſt, we are 
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| f immediately ſenſible of the confirmation it brings to the ſcrip- 

4 5 15s ture account. Now bad we been accuſtomed to read Mat- 

— 1 thew's goſpel alone, and only knew Luke's, as we do the 
[14-588 writings of the apoſtolical fathers, (that is, had known that 
'I uf | ſuch a writing was extant and acknowledged) when, on read» 
1 7 ing it, we found many facts recorded in it, that Matthew had 
N recorded, and other facts of a ſimilar nature added, we ſhould 
* i conſider it as additionah evidence. The goſpel of John would 
N occaſion a like ſentiment; and even conſidering Mark's as an 
1 abridgement of the ſame hiſtory, made in that early period, it 


would be a valuable teſtimony. If we ſhould likewiſe meet 
with a hiſtory taking up the ſtory where the others left off, 
and continuing the narrative, the reality of the original ſtory, 
would be in no ſmall degree eſtabliſhed by the ſupplement. 
If afterwards we ſhould diſcover a number of letters written 
by ſome of the principal agents, concerning the buſineſs, and 
during the time they were engaged in it, aſſuming all along 
the truth of the original ſtory, agitating the queſtions which 


N24 aroſe out of it, preſſing the obligations which reſulted from 
{101-88 it, and giving advice and directions to thoſe who aQted upon 
11 Fi | it, I conceive in every one of theſe, we ſhould find further 
1 ſupport to the concluſion we had formed. If then theſe books 
| are genuine, we have a collection of proofs, and not a naked or 
| ſolitary teſtimony. I would notice here, a remark of Mr. 


Paine's, that Chriſt himſelf wrote no account, and in anſwer to 
it, I would obſerve, that Chriſt, as Euſebius ſays of the apoſ- , 
tles, was not greatly concerned about the writing of books, 
being engaged in a more excellent miniſtry, which is above ak 
human power. After all, ſhould it not appear that theſe 
books were written by the perſons to whom they are aſcribed, 


it would not neceſſarily deſtroy our evidence to the facts. If 


they 


T 1 | 
they were written by early diſciples of Chriſtianity, and received 


by ſocieties of Chriſtians, which the apoſtles founded, 7. e. 
uppoſed by them to contain authentick accouts of the tran- 
ſactions on which the religion reſted; iti this caſe, they muſt 
be conſidered as agreeing with what the apoſtles taught. Now 
the fact of their early exiſtence and reputation, is made out 
by ſome ancient teſtimonies which do not happen to ſpecify 
the names of the writers, and they contain aſſertions in the 
body of the hiſtory, which, though they do not difclole the 
names, fix the time and ſituation of the authors. Not for- 
getting, therefore, what credit is due to the evangelick 
4 hiſtory, ſuppoſing any one of the four goſpels to be genu- 
„ine; what cxedit is due to the goſpels, even ſuppoſing no- 
* thing to be known concerning them, but that they were 
« written by early diſciples of the religion, and receive 

© with deference by early Chriſtian churches, more eſpeciall 

4e not forgetting what credit is due to the ne Teſtament in its 
« capacity ot cumulative evidence; I now proceed to ſtate 
te the proper and diſtin& proofs, which ſhow not only the 
« general value of theſe records, but their ſpecifick authority, 
* and the high probability there is, that they actually came 
© from the perſons whoſe names they bear.” 


* 


There are however a few preliminary refleQions, which 


will lead us with more regularity to the propoſitions upon which 


the cloſe and particular diſcuſſion of the ſubject depends. Of 
which nature are the following: firſt, we can produce a great 
number of ancient manuſcripts found in many different coun- 
tries, and in countries widely diſtant from each other, all of 
them written before the art of printing was known, ſome, cer- 
tainly, ſeven or eight hundred years old, and ſome which have 
probably been preſerved above a thouſand. We have alſo 
many ancient verſſont, or tranſlations of theſe books, and ſome 
of them into languages which are not at preſent, nor for many 
ages have been, ſpoken in any part of the world. They are 
not then a modern contrivance. The number of manuſcripts 
ſo diſperſed affords an argument, in ſome meaſure, to the 
ſenſes, that the ſcriptures were formerly more read, and ſought 
after than any other books. It is obſerved alſo that they have 
ſuffered leſs injury from tranſcribers, than the works of any - 
profane author of the ſame ſize and antiquity. Secondly, an ar- 
gument of great weight with thoſe, who, from their knowledge 
of the dead languages, are judges, of the proofs upon which 
't is founded, and which is capable, through their teſti- 

| 1 | mony, 


1 663 
mony, of being addreſſed to every underſtanding, is that which 
ariſes from the ſtyle and language of the New Teſtament. It 
is ſuch as might be expected from perſons of the age, and in 
the ſituation of the apoſtles. It is the ſtyle neither of claſ- 
ſical authors, nor of the ancient Chriſtian fathers, but Greek 
coming from men of Hebrew origin ; abounding with Hebraic 
and Syriac idioms, ſuch as would naturally be found in the 
writings of men, who uſed a language ſpoken indeed wher 
they lived, but not the common dialeC of the . This 
happy peculiarity is a ſtrong proof of the 3 $ of theſe 
writings. Thirdly, We admit the genuineneſs of other works ex- 
hibiting wonderful relations, without believing theſe relations : 
why then reje& theſe books altogether, merely becauſe they 
contain accounts of ſupernatural events? yet this ſeems to be 
the real cauſe of heſitation about it. Fourthly, If it had been an 
eaſy thing to have forged Chriſtian writings, and to have ob- 
tained currency and reception to the forgeries, it is probable 
that we ſhould have had many appearing in the name of Chriſt 
himſelf. No writings would have been received with ſo much 
avidity, and reſpe& as theſe z conſequently nbne afforded ſo 
great temptation to forgery. Thus | think that Mr. Paine's 
objection of our not having any thing ſaid to be written by 
Chriſt himſelf, affords a ſtrong proof of the genuineneſs of the 
books. Fifthly, If the aſcriptions of the goſpels to their reſpec- 
tive authors had been arbitrary, or conjectural, the three firſt 
golpels would have been aſcribed to more eminent men, as 
eter, or James, or Paul : whereas there is hardly one of the 
apoſtles leſs noticed than Matthew, or of whom what is ſaid, 
is leſs calculated to magnify his character. Of Mark, nothing 
is ſaid in the goſpels, — what is ſaid of any perſon of that 
name in the acts, and epiſtles, beſtows no praiſe or eminence 
upon him. The name of Luke is only mentioned three times 
very tranſiently in St. Paul's epiſtles. We may preſume, 
therefore, that the writings were aſſigned to theſe authors upon 
proper knowledge and evidence, and not upon a voluntary choice 
of names. Sixthly, Chriſtian writers and Chriſtian churches 
appear to have ſoon arrived at a very general agreement upon 
the ſubject, and that, without the interpoſition of any public k 
authority. When the difference of opinion which prevailed, 
and prevails amongſt Chriſtians in other points, is conſidered, 
their concurrence in the canon of ſcripture is remarkable, and 
of great weight, eſpecially as it ſeems to have been the reſult 
of private and free enquiry, We have no knowledge of au- 
thority in the queſtion, before the council of Laodicea, in the 
8 year 
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year 363. Probably the decree of this council rather declared 


than regulated the publick judgment, or, more'properly was 
the judgment of ſome neighbouring churches, as the council 
was attended only by about forty biſhops of Lydia, and the 
adjoining countries. And we find numerous Chriſtian writers 
after this time, diſcufling the queſtion," ** What books were 
« entitled to be received as ſcripture,” with great freedom, 
upon proper grounds of evidence, and without any reference 
to the deciſion at Laodicea, This remark ſhows the futility of 
what Mr. Paine has ſaid about voting the books to be feripture. 
The ſubſtance however and ſtrength of an argument, concern» 
ing the genuineneſs of ancient writings, is ancient teſtimony. 
This teſtimony I ſhall proceed to detail under different hoods 


I. The hiſtorical books of the New Teſtament, meaning 
thereby the four goſpels, and the acts of the apoſtles, are 
quoted, or alluded to, by à ſeries of writers, beginning with 
thoſe who were contemporary with the apoſtles, or ho ĩm- 
mediately followed them, and proceeding in cloſe and regular 
ſucceſſion from their time to the preſent. | i 


4 This is the manner in which we prove the genuineneſs 
« of all ancient writers, and it is the leaſt liable to any prac- 
« tices of fraud, whilſt it is not diminiſhed by the lapſe of 
« ages. Biſhop Burnett, in his hiftory of his on times, in- 
1 ſerts extracts from Lord Clarendon's hiſtory. One ſuch 
4 inſertion, is a proof that Lord Clarendon's hiſtory was ex- 
c tant, at the time when Biſhop Burnet wrote that it had 
« been read by Biſhop Burnet, that it was received by Biſhop 
< Burnet as a work of Lord Clarendon's, and regarded b 


« him as an authentick account of the tranſactions, which it 


« relates: and it will be a proof of theſe points, as long as 
& the books exiſt.” Horace is a writer, the genuineneſs of 
whoſe works is never queſtioned, and why ? becauſe a con- 
temporary writer has mentioned his name as a poet, four or 
five writers in the next age, have alſo mentioned him, and 
one of them has given a charaQter of his writings, and the 
ſame teſtimony has- been borne by a. few ſucceeding writers. 
Knowing he wrote poems, we therefore admit thoſe aſcribed to 
him as genuine; but the evidence would have been more per- 
fe, had any of them quoted ſome paſlage from his works 
which was now to be found in them ; which is not the caſe. 
Theſe inſtancees may poinr out the nature and value of the 

12 | preſent, 
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preſent argument. The teſtimonies to be produced under 
this head, are the following gs © 


I. An epiſlle aſcribed to Barnabas, purporting to have 

been written ſoon after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and du- 
ring the calamities following jt, which is quoted as Barnabas's, 
by Clement of Alexandria, A. D. 194, by Origen, A. D. 
230: and is mentioned as an ancient writing, bearing the 
name of Barnabas, by Euſebius, A. D. 31s, and by Jerome 
A. D. 3a. Ina this epiſtle words are quoted which can be 
found only in Matthew's goſpel, and which occur twice in it : 
And there are alſo many paſſages in which the ſentiment is 
the fame,” as in Matthew's goſpel, and in a few the ſame 
words. 1 
2. An epiſtle ſaid to be written by Clement, Biſhop of 
Rome, to the church of Corinth, and ſaid, by Diqnzline, 
Biſhop of Corinth, about the year 1750, to have been uſually 
read in that church from ancient times. I this epiſtle the 
writer quotes expreſſions as the real words of Chriſt, which 
are read as ſuch in the goſpels. He alſo alludes to Paul's 
epiſtles, and quotes the firſt to the Corinthians. 


3. A book bearing the name of Hermas, who is men- 
tioned by St. Paul, the antiquity of which is inconteſtible, 
being quoted by Irenæus, A. Þ. 178, Clement of Alexandria, 

A. D. 194, Tertullian, A. D. 200, Origen, A. D. 230. This 

work contains: tacit alluſions to St. Matthew's, St, Luke's, 


and Sl. John's goſpels, and alſo to the ac8. 


4. Ignatius, who is ſaid to have become Biſhop of Anti- 
och, about 35 years after Chriſt's aſcenſion, and therefore, 
from his time, place, and ſtation, probably had known and 
converſed with ſome of the apoſtles. Epiſtles of his are re- 
ferred to by Polycarp his contemporary, and paſſages found in 
theepiſtles, now extant nnder his name, are quoted by Irenzus, 
A. D. 178. by Origen, A, D. 230, and the occaſion of 
writing them, 1s given by Euſebius, and Jerome, In theſe 
epiſtles are undoubted alluſions to the goſpels of St. Matthew, 
and St. John; Paul is ſpoken of in terms of high reſpect, and 
his epiſtles to the Epheſians is quoted by name. | 


5. Polycarp, had * taugbt by the apoſtles, and ap- 
pointed Biſhop of Smyrna, according to the teſtimony of 


Irenæus; 


F ki L 69 J 


Ixeneus: we have but one undoubted epiſtle of his, and this 


though a ſhort one, contains near forty clear alluſions to the books 
of the New Teſtament, which is ſtrong evidence of the reſpe& 
which Chriſtians of that age bore to them. The books alluded 


to, are the goſpels of St. Matthew, and St. Luke, and hanr 


of St. Paul's epiſtles. 
6. Papias, a hearer of John, and companion of Pdly- 


carp, in a paſſage quoted by Euſebius, from a work now loſt, 


expreſsly aſcribes the reſpeQive goſpels, to Matthew, and 
Mark, not as a matter newly diſcovered, but as well known 


to all Chriſtians. FRY 
7: Juſtin Martyr who lived about A. D. 140, quotes all the 
goſpels, as memoirs compoſed by the apoſtles. C 


8. Not to notice many intermediate writers, Irenaus 
lived about A. D. 178. He has quoted the four goſpels and 
acts, aſcribing them to the perſon whoſe name they bore, and 
declaring there were no more than four. "Theſe writers lived 
in countries very remote from each other; Clement flouriſhed 
at Rome, Ignatius at Antioch, Polycarp at Smyrna, Juſtin'in 
Syria, and Irenæus in France. 


9. Clement of Alexandria in Egypt, about A. D. 194, 
2 very voluminous writer, repeatedly quotes the four goſpels 


by the names of the writers, and the acts, as written by Luke, 


10. Tertullian of Carthage in Africa, about A. D. 200, 
quotes all the books by name, and ſpeaks of them as havis 
been long received. It is obſerved, that in his ſmall work, 


there are more quotations of ſcripture, than of all the works 


of Cicero, by writers of all characters, for ſeveral ages. 


11. Origen, an Egyptian, A. D. 230, who mentions that 
the four goſpels are received without diſpute, by the whole 
church of God under heaven, and gives a hiſtory of their 
authors. The quotations in his works are ſo thickly ſown, 
as to contain almoſt the whole text of the bible. | 


12. Cyprian Biſhop of Carthage, A. D. 248, ſpeaks of, 
and quotes all the goſpels and the acts, many of Paul's epiſ- 
tles, and the firſt epiſtles of Peter and John, 1 
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13. ViQorin Biſhop of Pettau in Germany, A. D. 290, 
bears ſimilar teſtimony, © | 7 1 


14. Euſebius Biſhop of Cæſaria, A. D. 315, compoſed 
an eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, and his teſtimony to the ſcriptures is, 
that of a man much converſant in the works of Chriſtian au- 
thors, written during the three firſt centuries, and who had 
read many which are now loſt, | For ſake of brevity, I have 


omitted many writers before Euſebius at different periods, 


ſuppoſing the teſtimony ſufficiently ſtrong, and for the ſame 
reaſon I ſhall not quote any after him, as their admiſſion of 

aly be called in queſtion, That ſo many 
men, at ſuch a diſtance from each. other, had conſpired to 
cheat the world, is too improbable a ſuppoſition for any one 
ſericuſly to adopt. ot | 


JI. When the ſcriptures are quoted, or alluded to, they are 
quoted with peculiar reſpect, as books of a peculiar kind, as 
poſſeſſing anauthority which belonged to no dther books, and'as 
concluſive in all queſtions and controverſies amongſt Chrif- 
tians. Beſides the general ſtrain of reference and quotation, 
which uniformly and ftrongly indicates this diſtinction, Theo- 
philus of Antioch, about A, D. 181, calls them the Holy ferip- 
tures; Origen ſays, we muſt receive the ſcriptures as witneſſes ; 
Cyprian calls them the fountain to which men ſhould recur to 
find the truth, if it has been ſhaken ; the Arians in the 4th 
century, reject certain expreſſions becauſe they were not in 


feripture ; and Athanaſius their great antagoniſt, calls the 


books of the old and new Teſtament the feuntain of ſalvation, 
beſides others to the like purport. A 


III. The ſcriptures were in very early times collected into 
a diſtinct volume: as appears from various evidence, omitted 
for ſake of brevity. 


IV. Our preſent ſacred writings, were ſoon diſtinguiſhed 
by appropriate names and titles of reſpect They were called 
holy ſcriptures, by Polycarp, A. D. 108, the hiſtories were 
called goſpels, by Juſtin Martyr, A. D. 140, they were called 
ſeriptures of the Lard, by Dionyſius, A. D. 170, and after- 
wards by different writers, divine oracles, evangelick writings, 
facred books, new teſtament, and other ſimilar expreſſions, 
which are evidences of high and peculiar reſpect. * 


pn 


290, 
,ofed 


E 
v. Our ſcriptures were publickly read and expounded, in 
the religious aſſemblies of the early Chriſtians. This may de 
proved from the evidence of Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Ori- 
gen, Cyprian, and others. * 
A 


. VI. Commentaries were anciently written upon the ſcrip- 
war tures ; harmonies formed out of them; different copies carefully 
) has compared, and tranſlations made of them into different languages. 
bade No greater proof can be given of the eſteem in which they 
riods, were held, than the induſtry beſtowed upon them. And it 
ſame ſhould be obſerved, that their value conſiſted in their genuine- 
ion of neſs and truth, for as works of taſte, they had nothing to re- 
_ commend them. It likewiſe ſhows, they were then conſidered 
ed to as ancient books; ſince men do not write comments u 
9 publications of their own times. Now Tatian, a follower of 
Juſtin Martyr, and who flouriſhed about the year 170, com- 
+: poſed a harmony, or collation of the four goſpels, which he 
1 called Diateſſaron, of the four; Pantænus, a learned man of 
nd, 2s Alexandria, about twenty years after 'Tatian, wrote 
and as commentaries about them; Clement of Alexandria wrote ex- 
Chri- plications of many books of the old and new Teſtament ; 
tation, Tertullian appeals from the authority of a later verſion, to 
Theo- the original Greet; and many other eminent men in the third 
ferip- and fourth centuries, employed themſelves in explaining and 
nefles ; enforcing them. Of the ancient verſions of the new Teſtament, 
2 oe the Syriack is one of the moſt valuable. Syriack was the 
he 4 language of Paleſtine, when Chriſtianity was firſt eſtabliſhed 
1 there. And although the books of ſcripture were written in 
lis the Greek, for the purpoſe of a more extended circulation than 
vation, within the precin&s of Judea, yet it is probable, that they 
would ſoon be - tranſlated into the vulgar language of the 
country where the religion firſt prevailed. Such a tranſlation 
ed into we have in that language, bearing many internal marks of 
omitted high antiquity, uſed by the Chriſtians in Syria, and it differs 
in nothing material from our own. 
guiſhed VII. Our ſcriptures were received by ancient Chriſtians of 
e called different ſeQs and perſuaſions, by many Hereticks as well as 
8 Catholicks, and were uſually appealed to in the controverſies 
e called which aroſe in thoſe days. In proof of this I ſhall mention 
d after- Baſilides, A. D 120, or perhaps, ſooner, who rejected the 
in!, jewiſh inſtitution, not as ſpurious, but as proceeding from a 
refſions, being inferior to the true God; and who advanced a ſcheme 
v of theology widely different from the general docttine of the 
, | Chriſtian 
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whiters, yet there is poſiti ve evidence of his having received 
Sega of Matthew, and there is no ſuſſicient proof that he 
rejected any of the other three; and it appears alſo, that he 
wrote a very copious commentary upon the goſpel. The 
Valentinians appeared about the ſame time. Heracleon, one 
of their ſect, wrote commentaries on Luke and John, and 


| Irengus records, that they | endeavoured, to fetch arguments 


for their opinions, from the evangelick and apoſtolick writings, 
The Carpocratians are with endeavouring to pervert 
a paſſage nn Matthew, which poſitively proves that they re- 
ceived that goſpel; and their adverſaries do not charge them 
with rejecting any part of the new Teſtament. Noetus, Paul 
of Samoſata, Sabellius, Marcellus, Photinus, the Novatians, 
Donatiſts, Manicheans, beſides Artemon, the Audians, the 
Arians, and divers others, all received moſt or all the ſame 
books of the new Teſtament which the Catholicks received; 
and agreed in a like reſpect for them, as written by apoſtles, or 
their diſciples and companions. Even Marcian, who rejected 
more, and appears to have been more violent than any other, 
admitted as much of St. Luke's goſpel, as is neceſſary to au- 
thenticate the religion. But you may perhaps imagine (it is 
an objection which has been already urged to me) that. we 
have no proof of what opinions the ancient hereticks held, 
ſince their writings. are not come down to us, and we can 
only judge of them through the medium of their adver- 
ſaries. Were we ſpeaking of the characters, or even the re- 
ligious tenets of theſe men, there would be ſome force in 
this objeQtion, becauſe we know that adverſaries are very apt 
to exaggerate and miſrepreſent, in their zeal;to maintain their 
own opinions. But in the preſent caſe it can be of no force, 
for the Catholick writers could have had no inducement to ſay, 


that the Hereticks received books of ſcripture as genuine, 


whiely they really did not receive; beſides, the evidence is 
chiefly of the indirect kind, ariſing from charges made in the 
heat of debate, which is the leaſt liable to ſuſpicion. A fa- 
miliar illuſtration may repreſent better to you the force of this 
evidence. In the year 1688, a revolution took place in Great 
Britain, William the third became king, in the ſtead of James 
the ſecond, and a bill of rights was paſſed in favour of the 
people. References to this event, and the principles on 
which it was founded, occur frequently in the parliamentary 
debites of that, and ſucceeding reigns, and it is mentioned by 
ſome contemporary writers. At the diſtance of one hundred 


years, 


Great 


1 
rears, diſputes aroſe about the principles on which this event 
or Hr arr between Mr. Burke on one ſide, and Dr. Price, 
Mr. Mackintoſh, &c. on the other; and each appealed to the 
writings of that day, in proof of their reſpective arguments. 
Now ſuppoſe twelve or fifteen hundred years hence a doubt ſhould 
atiſe whether there ever was a revolution and a bill of ri 
it being ſuſpected that the latter was a forgery of later times; 
and ſuppoſe alſo, that by the lapſe of time and prevalence of 
contrary opinions, we knew nothing of Dr. Price's work, except 
from its being mentioned in a general hiſtory, and from Mr. 
Burke's remarks on it, but that the work of Mr. Burke hap- 
pened to be preſerved ; let me aſk you, in ſuch acaſe, whether, 
though they might ſuſpend their judgment about Dr. Price's 
character and principles, the people of that time, would not 
be juſtified in conſidering the paſſages quoted by Mr. Burke, 
as proofs that the Doctor admitted the truth of the event, and 
the genuineneſs of the writings which gave an account of it. 
Such is the evidence we derive from the anſwers to theſe an- 
cient writers whoſe works are loſt. WE 


VIII. Our hiſtorical ſcriptures were attacked by the early 
adverſaries of Chriſtianity, as containing the accounts upon 
which the religion was founded. | 


About a hundred years after the publiſhing of the goſpels, 
Celſus wrote a profeſſed treatiſe againſt Chriſtianity, and his 
teſtimony is therefore of importance, This work-1s loſt ; but 
an anſwer to it, about fifty years after by Origen, remains. 
Origen appears to have given us the words of Celſus very 
faithfully, where he profeſſes to give them, and he makes 
very large quotations. From theſe it appears, that Celſus 
had read the books we now have, for he quotes paſſages from 
them, with a view to expoſe them. Theſe books muſt have 
been very publick, to have attracted the notice of an enemy 
ſo early ; and it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that Origen was 
very ſubtle as to forge objections to them, and abuſe of the 
Chriſtians, by an heathen, whoſe work could not be unknown 
at that time, and whoſe party was then prevalent, that he 
might confute it, and thus give weight to the evidence for 
Chriſtianity in future times. This is too-abſurd for any one 
to ſuppoſe, and yet, it is what the rejection of Celſus's teſ- 
timony would lead us to. Porphyry, a writer againſt Chriſ- 
tianity in the third century, alſo made objections to paſſages 


in theſe books, ahd —— them as the depoſitaries of the 


religion 
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1 attacked, which we learn from thoſe wlio replied 
to them, for his work has alfo periſhed. The emperor Ju- 
lian, was another writer againſt- Chriſtianity, about a 
century after — and it appears that he alſo knew of, 
and admitted the genuineneſs of theſe books; and when we 
couſider how much it would have ferved their point to have 
denied it, and their means of informatian, their conceſſion, 
or rather their ſuffrage, is extremely valuable, 


IX. The four goſpel, the acts of the apoſtles, thirteen 
epiſtles of Paul, the firſt epiſtle of John, and the firſt of Pe- 
ter, were received without doubt, by thoſe who doubted con- 
cerning the other books, which are contained in our preſent 
canon. This ſhows, that the authenticity of their books was 
a ſubject amongſt the early Chriſtians of conſideration and en- 

iry ; and that, where there was cauſe of doubt, they did 
doubt ; 'a cireumſtance which ſtrengthens very much their 
teſtimony to ſuch books as were received by them with full 
acquieſcence. . 146 | / , 


X. Formal catalogues of authentick ſcriptures were pub- 
liſhed; in al which, our preſent ſacred hiſtories were included. 


XI. Theſe propoſitions cannot be affirmed of any of thoſe 
books, which are commonly called apocryphal books of the 
new Teſtament. I ſhould have contented myſelf with laying 
this aſſertion before you, had not Mr. Paine infinuated, that 
the diſtinction between them was an arbitrary or accidental 
one, for ſo I underſtand the words he has made uſe of, and 
which I quoted at the beginning of this letter. As it is, I 
ſhall obſerve, that beſides our goſpels, and the acts of the 
apoſtles, no Chriſtian hiſtory, claiming to be written by an 
apoſtle, or apoſtolical man, is quoted within three hundred 
2 after the birth of Chriſt, by any writer now extant, or 
own, or which, if quoted, is not quoted with marks of 
cenſure and rejection. I copy this aſſertion from Archdeacon 
Paley, who made enquiry into it, and it is confirmed by the 
reſearches of Mr. Jones, and Doctor Lardner, men of great 
learning, who, in a manner, devoted their lives to the inveſ- 
tigation of the credit due to ancient Chriſtian writers, and 
whoſe critical ſkill rendered theny as capable of judging, as 
. their known integrity places them above all ſuſpicion of wil- 
lingly deceiving. To this I ſhall add, after the ſame author 
{from whom indeed the moſt, I may almoſt ſay, the whole 
| of 


- theſe apocryphal writings were not read-in.the churches of 
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* 


of this letter has been abridged) that there is no evidence of 


any ſpurious, or 'apocryphal books whateyer having exiſted 
in the firſt century of the Chriſtan-ers, in which century, all 
our hiſtorical books are proved to have been extant ; that 


Chriſtians z were. not admitted into their volume z. do . 

pear in their catalogues; were not noticed by their adverſa- 
ries; were not alledged by different res, as of —_— 

in their controverſies ; were not the ſubjects amon , 
of commentaries, tranſlations, or expoſitions; finally, beſides 
the ſilence of three centuries, or evidence within that time of 
their rejection, they were, with a conſent nearly univerſal, xc 
probated by Chriſtian writers of ſucceeding ages; I ſhall add, 
to what has been obſerved, that we may draw ſtrong 
ments of the genuineneſs of the ſcriptures, from the number 


of particular circumſtances of time, place, perſons, &c.men- 


tioned in them; from the candour of the writers in relating 


their own faults, and thoſe of their friends; and from t 
agreement with other hiſtories; particularly that of Joſephus. 


I have now, I think, brought evidence ſufficient to ſatisfy you, 
that theſe books were written by the perſons whoſe names 
they bear, or atleaſt, in their age, and by perſons who tranſ- 


mit the accounts which they taught. I am therefore entitled 


to uſe theſe books, as containing the evidence of theſe perfons 
to the general facts which have been mentioned; and” f ſhall 


- conſider myſelf as having eſtabliſhed that Chriſt was the foun- 


der of the ſect, and was crucified ; that his diſciples ſaid he roſe 
from thedead, andalſo that he wrought miracles, that they were 
perſecuted on account of their opinions, and that they led 
moral lives agreeable to the goſpel which they believed in.— 
Whether the extraordinary facts told by them, are tme or 
falſe, is ſtill to be conſidered; but I think myſelf authoriſed to 
aſſert, that if there were any forgery, or pious fraud, it was 
confined to the firſt preachers, and did not knowingly extent 
to the ſecond or third before it was believed as true, which Mr. 
Paine ſuppoſes, That the writers I have mentioned, and the 


many others I could have mentioned, were concerned in the 


fraud, is 3 libel. too unjuſt and unfounded to gain your at- 
tention, rr * 
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| f | | I COME now to the moſt important enquiry, namely, are 


miracles credible proofs of a divine miſſion, and have we ſuf- 
ficient evidence to prove that miracles were wrought by Chriſt 


and i _ in confirmation of Chriſt having been ſent by 
_ God? The 


firſt queſtion which preſents itſelf is, what is a 
thturacle ? Mankind, ſays Mr. Paine, have conceived to them- 
ſelves certain laws, by which, what they call nature, is ſuppoſed 
10 ad ;—and what led them to conceive this? Their having 
obſerved certain effects, uniformly to ſucceed certain cauſes, 
and certain events to certain previous circumſtances ; as for 
inſtance they obſerved that night regularly ſucceeded day, and 
day night; that in the life of man, infancy was the firſt ſtage, 
that to infancy, ſucceeded childhood ; to childhood, youth ; 
to youth, manhood, and old age; that death and diſſolution 
finally took place, and that the grave was à bourn from which 
no traveller returned. They obſerved that a ſtone thrown into 
the air, always fell to the ground, and that iron, or other 
heavy bodies, if plunged into water, ſank. This regular 
ſuoceſſion of events, was called the eſtabliſhed courſe, and 
order of nature, the ſecondary cauſes of which, whether known 
or unknown, received the appellation of the laws of nature. 
Now Hough the whole extent of thoſe laws, and of what are com- 
monly called the powers of nature, be not perfectly known even 
to. the moſt ſkilful and philoſophical enquirer, yet there are parts 
of it which are obvious, even to the moſt ſuperficial obſerver, 
The common experience of life will not permit man to be 
ignorant that a perſon really dead never returns to life again; 
I ſay really, becauſe Mr. Paine has noticed perſons being to 
appearance dead, and afterwards reſtored, but this deception 
can be of very ſhort continuance, and only in particular caſes. 
Nor is there any man fo ſimple as to throw money into water 


In expeQation of its ſwimming, or to think of truſting him- 


ſelf on the ſea, in expectation of being able to walk on it, with- 


out ſinking. That a h-avy body ſinks in a lighter one, and 


that what is once dead does not revive, are parts of the courſe 
of nature known to every one, and every one therefore can 
judge concerning a deviation from theſe parts of it, or any 
other in like manner coming under their obſervation. A mi- 
racle, then, is ſomething contrar y to the operation and effef z 

| thoſe 


0% 1 
theſe lar; or as it has been better defined, 4 deviation from 
the eſtabliſhed courſe of nature, whether the deviation be 
known to us or not. Miracles may conſiſt either in changing 
the conſtituent parts of natural ſubſtances, as if water,were to 
be changed into wine, or one metallick ſubſtance into ano- 
ther: or they may conſiſt in controuling the operations of 
nature, as, if fire ſnould not conſume, or the ſun not give 
heat; or in ſuperceding the operations of natural cauſes, as 
for a man to ſpeak ſuddenly a language before unknown to 
him. Theſe are caſes in which there can be no legerdemain, 
and they evidently fall under our definition of a miracle, It 
may be obſerved further, that every creature in the univerſe, 
as far as our obſervation extends, has a limited ſphere of ac- 
tion, and it is reaſonable to believe the ſame of all creatures 
however exalted in rank and dignity. Actions, performed 
with eaſe, by beings of one order cannot be performed with - 
out a miracle, by beings of a different order, even though of 
ſuperior rank, in the creation. A bird can fly through the 
air, and by the curious mechaniſm of its frame, can riſe or 
ſink at pleaſure; whilſt man, who is ſo much wiſer, ſo much 
more exalted in the ſcale of being, would in vain attempt it. 
If then any being, ſhould at any time deviate from his proper 
ſphere of action, this event would fall under the definition of 
a miracle, as for example, the appearance of an angel would 
be miraculous, becauſe, we know it is not the proper ſphere 
of ſuch beings to appear to men, from the unuſualneſs of the 
caſe. In like manner, the ſpeaking of any other animal be- 
ſides man, would be a miraculous event. Every ſenſible de- 
viation from the known law, and courſe of nature, is then an 
evident miracle. I ſay from the known law, becauſe however 
monſtrous or extraordinary any event may appear, it cannot 
certainly be determined, to be miraculous till the courſe of na- 
ture is known, Mr. Paine has inſtanced a great number of 
things which might appear miraculous, ſuch as the aſcenſion 
of a man in an air-balloon, and others; but extraordinary as 
theſe would at firſt appear, there was noknowneſtabliſhed courſe. 
of nature to the contrary, and on further enquiry, they could 
be ſatisfaQorily accounted for. What he ſays of the elephant and 
the mite, is too trifling, I almoſt ſaid, too ridiculous- to be 
noticed. And as to his performances by flight of hand, I con- 
ceive they might have been omitted without injuring his ar- 
guments. Mr. Paine was writing againſt the miracles, aſſerted 
by Chriſtians to have been wrought in ſupport of their reli- 
gion; unleſs he could ſhow that they could be accounted for 
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natural eauſes, or by mechanical and optical deceptiom, or 
by flight of hand, he gained nothing. A man riſing from the 
dead on the third day, a man aſcending up into heaven, the 
euring violent diſorders by a word, tlie ſpeaking ſuddenly in 
unknown languages, theſe, and ſuch like camnot be ſo accounted 


for, and theſe are aſſerted as fads by all Chriſtians, The 


— then is plainly this Did theſe facts take place or not ? 
they did take place, then they muſt be conſeſſed by- all to 


be miracles: if not, then Chriſtianity moſt: de given up.— 


thas endeavoured to [eſtabliſh what is a mitacle, name 
ly, a ſenfible deviation from the 4nowwn law and courſe of 


nature, I come next to obſerve, not only that God is able to 


work a miracle, which I imagine none of you will diſpute, 
but alſo that they cannot be proved to be in all circumſtances 
unworthy of his perfeQions. They are not contradictions, 


and therefore they are within the compaſs of omnipotence; 


nor are they inconſiſtent with infinite wiſdom, if circumſtances 
occur, which juſtify a divine interpoſition. They do not auf- 
fect the immutability of God, for they might have heen fore- 
ſeen and intended from eternity, nor do they militate againſt 
infinite benevolence, if wrought to promote the good of his 
creatures. As to what Mr. Paine ſays, of its being _— 
to ſuppeſe the Almighty would make uſe of ſuch means, he 
it on his own ſuppoſition, that«there i; no proper criterion to 
ge of miracles, and therefore that the perſon performing 


them is liable to be eſteemed an impoſtor, or the relator of 
them a liar, or the doctrines ſupported by them a fabulous 


invention. Now, I imagine you will allow, that there are 
things which are evident miracles, and that taiſing a dead man 
to life is ſuch a thing: we have then a criterion, by which we 
may judge, namely, a contrariety to the &nown . eſtabliſhed 


- courſe of nature; and if it be poſſible for God to perform a 


miracle, concerning which there can be no doubt, it is alſo 
poſſible for him to give it ſuch evidence as to induce his crea- 
tures to believe in it. Before I proceed any farther, it may 
be uſeful to obſerve, that miracles never can be performed 
without an immediate divine interpoſition. The laws of na- 
ture, are indiſputably the appointment of God; at leaſt ſince 
F am reaſoning only with believers in a God, as Mr. Paine 
himſelf profeſſes to be, none of you will diſpute it; it is 
therefore reaſonable to conclude, that theſe laws cannot be 
ſuſpended without his expreſs commiſſion and immediate au- 
thority. Nor have we any proper evidence of the truth of 
any miracles, unleſs it be of thoſe of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 


diſpenſations, which claim God as their author. All _ 
Ave 


truth of 
Chriſtian 
11 others 

have 


ſome means to convince them that it came from him; 


L729 1 


have been fatisfaRorily ſhawn by many writers, and particu- 
larly by the preſent Biſhop of Saliſbury, Dr. Douglas, in his 
Criterion, to be trifling, deſtitute of rational intention, calcu- 
lated for ſome unworthy purpoſe, related by incompetent 
witneſſes, and uncredited by all but the ignorant, and ſuper- 
ſtitious. God, who eſtabliſhed the courſe of nature, is able 
to change or fuſpend it; that is, he can work miracles, but 
theſe miracles in themſelves, will prove nothing more than 
the exiſtence of à being capable of controuling the laws of 
nature. How then can they be brought in atteſtation of a 
doctrine? Let us examine—if I were io ſee a miracle wrought z 
if, for inſtance, I were to ſee a perſon whom I knew to have 
been dead, brought to life again, I ſhould wonder, and admire 
the power of the Almighty, who was thus able to counteraRt 
the * I ſee univerſally eſtabliſhed, but this is all the effect 
it would produce on me. Were however, a perſon to make 
his 2 to aſſert publickly that he was a teacher ſent 
from God, and to appeal to a train of clear and achnow/edged 
miracles, wrought in an open and ick manner, in atteſta- 
tion of his claim; I ſhould conſider this to be a ſufficient 

oof of the truth of his doctrine, and of his divine miffion ; 


Pt 
and 1 ſhould do fo, becauſe no fuch miracles could be 


wrought, but by an immediate divine interpoſitiong becauſe, 
2 wile, true, and good being, as we have abundant proof 
that God is, would never ſuffer the laws of nature to be 
violated, or ſuſpended in atteſtation of a falſchood, and of 
courſe the doQtine ſo atteſted, muſt be of divine original. 
We have then got thus far—there are cafes in which mira- 
cles may be fully aſcertained, and if fully afcertained, there 
are caſes in which they will be certain proofs of the truth of 
a doQrine, or the divine miſſion of a prophet. But is it not 
improbable that God would enable any perſon to work ſuch 
miracles? Not more fo, than that he ſhould communicate 
a revelation to mankind; for if he ſee ſufficient reaſon for 
making ſuch communication, there will be like reaſon for 


what reaſon have we to ſay miracles are an improper means ? 
or if God chuſe to adopt that mode, ſhall we preſume to reject 
it? Miracles either of knowledge or power, are the only 
means of which we can.conceive, by which a divine revelation 
may be confirmed, nor has Mr. Paine, nor any other objeQor to 
myuracles, ever pretended to point out a better, but have gone on 
the ſuppoſition, that a revelation was not neceſſary, if they did not 
even ſtrike at the poſſibility of i. Miracles have ſeveral ad- 

vantages, 
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vantages ; they are well ſuited to revive the principles of na- 
tural religion, by proving the exiſtence of a Being PR to 
the laws of nature, and capable of controuling its courſe ; 
they are means of proof which are equaily obvious and ſatis- 
faQory to the learned and the ignorant, to the philoſopher and 
he ; and being fads, they are proofs capable of being 
tranſmitted by teſtimony to diſtant ages and nations. I have 
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bad repeated occaſion to remark the unfounded hypotheſes 


1 which Mr. Paine has advanced; on the preſent ſubſect, he 
1 argues that miracles are improbable, becauſe they would not an- 
1: 49 ſwer any uſeful purpoſe, even if they were true; for it is more 
M - nt difficult to obtain belief to a miracle, than to a principle evidently 
1 5 . moral, without any miracle. The reaſon is, becauſe. mara! 
(1014 88 principle ſpeaks univerſally for itſelf, whereas, a miracle can be 
119 £288 but a thing of a moment, and ſeen but by a few ; and after this 
i 3 2 depends on report. And in another place, miracles imply a 
111 lameneſs or weakneſs in the dofirine that is preached, and it de- 
{ 1 74 grades the Almighty into the cſiaracter of a ſhowman, playing 

117 tricks to make the people flare and wonder. The foundation of 


all this is, that men are capable, by reaſon alone, of attaining 
| a knowledge of their duty, and that they have ſuch a ſenſe of 
11 morality, and are ſo ready to attend to it, that they require no 
17. ſtronger inducements than its own intrinſick excellence. Now 
this I imagine is contrary to fact and experience. That men 
have not employed their reaſon ſo well, but have required 
ſomething more than the light of nature to inſtruct them, I 
have already endeavoured, and I hope ſucceſsfully, to eſtabliſh, 
If reaſon then is not all-ſufficient, how is it degrading to the 
Almighty, to ſuſpend or alter the laws he has eſtabliſhed in 
Nature, for the purpoſe of enforcing the communication of 
uſeful knowledge to his people ? Or how does it imply any 
weakneſs in a doctrine, to be confirmed of divine origin by 
works which none could perform without divine aid, and 
which are calculated to rouſe men from their lethargy, and 
render them attentive and ſubmiſſive ? But Mr. Paine's grand 
objection, is, that it is equivocal evidence, for the thing is not 
to depend upon the thing called a miracle, but upon the credit 
of the reporter, who ſays that he ſaw it. If we ſee an 
account given of a miracle by the perſon who ſaid he ſaw it, 
it raiſes a queſtion in the mind very eaſily decided, which is, 
is it more probable that nature ſhould go out of her courſe, 
or that a man ſhould tell a lie? We have never ſeen, in 
our time, nature go out of her courſe, but we have good reaſon 


to believe, that millions of lies have been told in the ſame _y_ 
| : 
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It is therefore at leaſt, millions to one, that the reporter of 4 
miracle tells a lie. The amount of this is, that no teſtimony 
whatever can make a miracle credible, becauſe it is contrary to 
uniform and univerſal experience. We have known men tell 


lies, but we have never known nature go out of her courſe, 
This is Mr. Hume's objection, and it will be neceſſary to 
give it cloſe attention. And in the firſt place I would remark, 
that to aſſert miracles are contrary to univerſal experience, is 
evidently begging the queſtion, and aſſuming as proved, the ſub- 
ject of the controverſy. We ſay that miracles took place 


it is 2 they never did; and why? Becauſe they never 
did. 


ut ſuppoſe, that Mr. Paine does not mean univerſal 


experience, and confines it only to aw own, we have never 
ſeen nature go out of her courſe ; is there any contradiction in 
our not having done ſo ? Or is it neceſſary, that if God once 
ſaw fit to ſuſpend or alter the laws of nature, that he ſhould | 
do it frequently, and that inſtances of it, ſhould fall within 

our experience? If indeed a fact is related to have exiſted at 


a time and place, at'which time, and place we being preſent, 


did not perceive it to exiſt ; in this caſe, there is a contrariety 
which no-evidence can ſurmount ; but this cannot'extend to 
paſt times, nor can we reaſonably conclude, that becauſe a 
thing does not happen now, it never took place. It is not 
** like alledging a new Jaw of nature, or a new experiment 
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2 in natural philoſophy, becauſe, when theſe are related, it 
o 


is expected that under the ſame circumſtances, the ſame 
effect will follow univerſally ; and in proportion as this ex- 
peQation is juſtly entertained, the want of a correſponding 
experience negatives the hiſtory. But to expect concernin 

a miracle that it ſhould ſucceed upon repetition, is to ex- 
pect that which would make it ceaſe to be a miracle, which 
is contrary to its nature as ſuch, and would totally deſtro 

the uſe and purpoſe for which it was wrought. The force 
of experience as an objection to miracles is founded in the 
preſumption, either that the courſe of nature is invariable, 
or that, if it be ever varied, variations will be frequent and 
general, Has the neceflity of this alternative been demon- 
ſtrated? Permit me to call the courſe of nature the agency 
of an intelligent being, and is there any good reaſon for 


«« judging this ſtate of the caſe to be probable ? Ought we not 


cc 


rather to expect, that ſuch a Being, upon occaſions of pe- 

culiar importance, may interrupt the order which he had 

appointed, yet, that ſuch occaſions ſhould return ſeldom ; 

that theſe interruptions TY ſhould be confined - 
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te the experience of a few ; that the want of it, therefore, in 
& many, ſhould be matter neither of ſurpriſe, nor objection?ꝰ 


Mr. Paine tells us we have good reaſon to believe that millions of 


lies have been told, and that therefore it is more probable a 
man fhould tell a lie, than that nature ſhould go out of her 
courſe, which we have never ſeen. | But though we may have 


experience of men's telling lies, have we had experience of 


their telling lies without any intereſted motive, and of their 


ſuffering death rather than give up the aſſertion of this lie? 


This is, I believe, a caſe no more within our experience than 
the working of a miracle, and might indeed be conſidered as 
a miracle. Admitting therefore, that the credibility of teſti- 


mony depends entirely upon our experience of its truth in 


given circumſtances; admitting that facts, varying from uni- 
form experience; eſpecially thoſe which imply a deviation 
from the eftabliſhed laws of nature, and perhaps moſt of all, 
miracles ſaid to be wrought in proof of any religion, ought 
not to be bekeved but with the greateſt caution, and upon the 
ſtrongeſt evidence; admitting even, with Mr. Hume, that 
no teſtimony is ſufficient to eſtabliſh a miracle, unleſs the teſ- 
timony be of ſuch a kind, that the falſehood of it would be 
more miraculous than the event it endeavours to eftabliſh ; 
even on theſe grounds, I think, it may be ſhown that the re- 
porters of the miracles of Chriſtianity, ought not to be ſuſ- 
pected by Mr. Paine or others of having fold a lie to impoſe 
upon the world. When a theorem is propoſed to a ma- 
% thematician,” obſerves an ingenious writer, often quoted in 
theſe letters, the firſt thing he does with it, is to try it upon 
* à ſimple caſe; and, if it produce a falſe reſult, he is ſure 
& that there muſt be ſome miſtake in the demonſtration.” — 
With his affiſtance then, let us proceed to try what he has 
called Mr. Hume's, and what I may call Mr. Paine's theorem. 
If twelve men, whoſe probity and good ſenſe any of you had 
long known, ſhould ſeriouſly and circumſtantially relate to 
you an account of a miracle wrought before their eyes, and 
in which it was impoſſible that they ſhould be deceived ; if the 
governor of the country, hearing a rumour of this account, 
thould call theſe men into his preſence, and offer them a ſhort 
propoſal, either to confeſs the impoſture, or ſubmit to be tied 
up to a gibbet: if they ſhould refuſe with one voice to ac- 
knowledge that there exiſted any falſchood or impoſture in the 
caſe ; if this threat were communicated to them ſeparately, 
yet with no different effect; if it was at laſt executed; if you 


yourſelves ſaw them one after another conſenting to be wrack- 
| ed, 


ore, in 
ion?“ 


lions of 


bable a 
of her 
ay have 
ence of 
pf their 
his lie ? 
ce than 
ered as 
of teſti- 
auth in 
m uni- 
viation 
of all, 

ought 
don the 


e, that 


he teſ- 


oted in 
t upon 
is ſure 
JN, ones 
1e has 
Orem. 
bu had 
ate to 
3, and 
if the 

count, 
| ſhort 
e tied 
to ac- 
in the 
ately, 
if you 
Tacks 
ed, 


L 83 } | 
ed, burnt, or firingled, rather than give up the truth of their 


account, ſtill according to Mr. Paine's rule, you ought not 
to give credit to them; - becauſe you have had reaſon” 10 he- 


lievs men have told lies, but you have never ſeen nature go out 
of her courſe. Could you, could any man, could even Mr, 


aine himſelf, reſiſt ſuch evidence? I will venture to aſſert, 
that neither he, nor any other man would reject ſuch evidence 
on any other ſubject; but unfortunately, there is ſuch a deſire 
to be freed even from the mild and gentle yoke of Chriſtianity, 
though this yoke is the trueſt liberty, that men will often ſhut 
their eyes wilfully againſt the truth, and cannot be convinced, 
not becauſe the evidence is weak, but becauſe they dont chuſe 
to admit it, be it ever ſo ſtrong, On ſuch men all argument 
is loſt, and it is the beſt way to ſeave them to the miſery, which 
will ſooner or later attend ſuch opinions, and which they by 
ſuch conduct, draw down upon themſelves, I pretend not tg 
judge any man, or to ſay this is the caſe of any particular in- 
dividual, but I much „ that unbelievers in general, are 
more actuated by a deſire of finding Chriſtianity falſe, than 
they are willing to acknowledge even to their own hearts, and 
there is ſurely nothing uncharitable in believing that where 
this deſire, and not a pure love of truth, has led any man 
to reject a revelation which came from God, (ſuppoſing Chriſ- 
tianity to be ſuch) his conduct muſt be diſpleaſing to God, 
who mercifully gave that revelation for is benefit, as well as 
for that of others. 


From what I have ſaid in this letter, you will perceive that 

I intend to lay much ſtreſs upon the ſufferings of the firſt 
Chriſtians, in conſequence of their adherence to their teſti- 
mony. It has been objected to me that this is no proof, be- 
cauſe that we have inſtances of many men ſuffering for very 
oppoſite opinions, which could not both of them be true, and 
the Romiſh and Proteſtant ſufferers in the reigns of Henry 
the eighth, and Mary the firſt, have been particularly quoted, 
To this objection I anſwer, that there is a very great diffe- 
rence in adhering to opinions, and to facts. In the former, a 
man may be miſtaken, in the latter, he cannot. It I believe 
in any doQtrine, and chuſe to die rather than give it up, it is 
a proof that I really believed it, but not that my belief was 
well founded; but if I ſay, that I faw a man alive, whom I 
knew before to have been dead and buried, and perſiſt in aſ- 
ſerting this, even ſo as to looſe OF life in conſequence of it, 
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1a 1 
it is a proof not only that I believe it, but that it took place, 
ſuppoſing me to have the uſe of my eyes, and to have been 
ſufficiently acquainted with the man. This diſtinction ought 
to be conſidered, and if it be, the objection I mentioned can 
have no weight. | 


Having thus endeavoured to explain what a miracle is, and 
to ſhow that there is a criterion by which we may diſtinguiſh 
miracles, and alſo to ſhow the fallacy of ſome general argu- 
ments urged againſt the credibility of them, | ſhall in the 
next letter, app!y the whole to the miracles of Chriſtianity, 
and more particularly to the reſurrection, becauſe as there is 
the fulleſt evidence to this, ſo, if it be once eſtabliſhed, there 
will, I imagine, be no difficulty in admitting the reſt on the/ 
teſtimony of the goſpel hiſtorians. If one miracle was wrought, 
there might as well have been a hundred, and the divine miſ- 
fion of Chriſt being once proved, his diſciples and the firſt 
preachers of his religion, will ſcarcely be ſuſpected of deceit. 
; 2 of 
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FELLOw-CITIZENS, ont 9 


AFTER what has been advanced in the preceding letters, 
I conceive none of yon will diſpute that the diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, aſſerted him to have been a , perſon having a divine 
commiſſion ; that they ſpoke of him as a man approved Gad, 
by miracles and wonders and figns which God did by him, and 
that after his being crucified and ſlain, God raiſed him up, hav- 
ing looſed the pains of death. —AQs ii, 22, 23. This was the 
fact to which his diſciples continually appealed, and unleſs it 
really took place, they were either knaves or fools ; for it has 
been ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, that it was not the invention of a 
later period than that in which the men called apoſtles, muſt ' 
have lived. And 1. in the firſt place, let it be remembered, 
that the fact is not impoſſible, God being the ſuppoſed author 
of it ; nor is it even highly improbable, when we conſider 
what an important end was to be anſwered by it. And with- 
out mentioning other ends, on which Chriſtians of different 
opinions would enlarge in a different manner, ſuppoſing that 
God deſigned to give his creatures the fulleſt perſuaſion, the 
moſt lively hope of a reſurreQtion from the dead, what more ſa- 
tisfactory method could he take than by making the preacher 
of that doctrine both a proof and a pattern of it? If then it 
was not improbable that God ſhould acquaint mankind that he 
deſigned them for a future ſtate, neither was it highly impro- 
bable that he ſhould uſe ſuch means of confirming their be- 
lief in it. 2. We have the teſtimony of four hiſtorians, two 
of whom were apoſtles, and companions of this Jeſus, and 
who had every opportunity of being well informed, and the 
other two were contemporaries, early converts to his religi- 
on, and in all probability companions of his apoſtles : theſe 
writers not only mention a train of miracles wrought by Jeſus, 
to which he repeatedly appealed, as proofs of his being ſent 
from God ; but they all agree, that in conſequence of this 
aſſumption of divine authority, he was taken by the Jews, and 
being proſecuted before the Roman governor, was crucified 
in the moſt open and publick manner, between two malefac- 
tors; they ſtate, that when perfe ly dead (of which the ſol- 
diers had ſuch proof as to refrain from breaking his legs, and 
to prevent any doubt of which one of them pierced him in 


the fide with his ſpear) he was taken down and was buried in 
a ſepulchre 
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L 86 ] 
a ſepulchre adjoining ; that the Jews having a ſuſpicion of his 
diſciples carrying away the body, procured a guard of Ro- 
man ſoldiers to be placed on the ſepulchre, after having rolled 
2 great ſtone to the mouth of it and ſealed it up: that, on the 
morning of the third day, when ſome women who had at- 
tended on his preaching, went to his tomb to ſhow their 


reſpe& by anointing his body, it was no longer there; that in 


the courle of that day he appeared to Mary Magdalene, to 
Peter, to two diſciples walking to Emmaus, and to ten of his 
apoſtles, - who were aſſembled in the evening at Jeruſalem z 
that he appeared afterwards to the eleven apoſtles on the ſuc- 
ceeding firſt day of the week, and ſatisfied Thomas, by ſuf- 
fering him to handle and examine the wounds which had 
been made by his crucifixion ; that he appeared to ſeveral of 
them at the ſea of Galilee ; and that after having been forty 
days on earth, he aſcended up into heaven in their preſence; 
Paul mentions his having appeared to five hundred of them at 


one time, and there were probably many other eonverſati- 


ons with them, which his diſciples have not recorded. 3. 
Luke one of theſe hiſtorians of Jeſus, in a work pray a 
continuation of the hiſtory, mentions, that his [apoſtles 
preached this doQrine publickly in Jeruſalem, and were pu- 
niſhed on that account, and he alſo mentions, that Paul a 

man who was a violent perſecutor of the diſciples, was con- 
verted, by a perſonal appearance of Chriſt to him, in conſe- 
quence of which from an enemy, he became a zealous preach- 
er of Chriſtianity, and bore teſtimony to the reſurrection and 
the other facts on which it is founded. And the writings of 
Paul alſo teſtify his converſion, and his ſubſequent belief, in 
conſequence of having ſeen Chriſt. 4. This teſtimony is 
borne by men who had the beſt means of knowing the truth 
of what they relate, and whom we have no reafon to regard 
in any other light than as true and faithful hiſtorians. We 
have, it is true, no account of the reſurreQion except from 
his diſciples, nor could it be expected, fince all who would 
acknowledge this fact would become diſciples. 5. The 
ſtory itſelf, ſo far from having every mark of fraud and impoſi- 


tion, on the contrary, has every internal mark of a true rela- 
tion, 


i 
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# Lord Littleton has argued the truth of Chriſtianity, in a very in- 
genious and ſtriking manner, from this converſion of St. Paul, and his 
work is more valuable as there is reaſon for believing that they were 
arguments which convinced himſelf of its truth, and induced him to 


quit the ranks of deiſm. 
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tion. The different perſons who relate it, do ſo in adifferent 
manner, dwelling on different circumſtances, and varying in 
ſome minute particulars z which would not be the caſe in a 
ſettled plan to decerve;: Nor would men, who were defirous 
of impoſing a forgery on the world, have mentioned the ſuſpi- 
cion of the Jews, -and the charge afterwards made by them, 
that the body of Jeſus was ſtolen by his diſciples ; nor would 
they have recorded the doubt of Thomas; it is indeed as con- 
trary to every idea which can be formed of a ſtory made to 
deceive, as can well be imagined. 6. According to the ac- 
counts of theſe hiſtorians, there were twelve men, (ineludi 

Matthias, who is ſpoken of as a perſon preſent, Acts i, 22,) 
and probably ſome hundreds, who ſaw Jeſus after his reſur- 
rection, who had an opportunity of handling him, who ſaw 
him eat and drink, who frequently converſed with him, and 
afterwards ſaw him aſcend into heaven. And the characters 
of theſe men, if we may judge from circumſtances, (for there 
is no prai ſe of them,) were thoſe of upright, honeſt men, who 
would have no deſire of impoſing on their fellow-creatures. 
7. We are further told, that theſe men adhered in their 
teſtimony to this event, notwithſtanding the threats of thoſe 
who had procured the death of their maſter, that they endured 


ſcourgings and impriſonments rather than give up the publick 


declaration of what they had ſeen, and hazarded every thing 
which men generally hold moſt dear. 8. Theſe men are 
themſelves faid to have wrought many extraordinary mitacles 
in proof of the more private one of the reſurrection, and they 
made many converts amongſt the people of Jeruſalem, who 
had every opportunity of examining into the truth of what 
they ſaid. 9. In conſequence of Chriſt's reſurrection, they 
aſſembled together on the firſt day of the week, which 
was the cauſe of the change from ſaturday the Jewiſh ſabbath, 
to ſunday ; and they ate and drank together on that day, in 
commemoration of the events attendant upon his death; cuſ- 
toms which remain to the preſent day, and are obſerved by 


. Chriſtians of almoſt every religious perſuaſion. 10. They 


not only wrought miracles themſelves, but they communi- 
cated miraculous gifts to their proſelytes. 11. That the 
early Chriſtians believed theſe facts, and that they ſacrificed 
every thing men generally hold dear to the profeſſion of a re- 
ligion founded upon theſe events is unqueſtionable, as it appears 
from the teſtimony of enemies as well as from that of triends. 


12. 'The Chriſtian religion was not propagated by thoſe 


means by which falſe religions have uſually made their way: 
| neither 
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neither by civil policy, nor by military force, nor by prieſtly 

| — » ere daryg db by bh aid of -learning, * . | 
phy, nor by vulgar prejudice, nor by accommodation to the 
vices, and corrupt inclinations of mankind, + Nay, it is moſt 
apparent that all theſe circumſtances combined againſt it, and 
yet Chriſtianity prevailed in oppoſition to every obſtacle 
which was thrown in its way; it completely overthrew 
lytheiſm in the courſe of a few centuries, eſtabliſhed itſelf in 
the world and continues to this day. 13. No motive can 
poſſibly be aſſigned which ſhould induce ' theſe men, to have 
invented ſo fooliſh and wicked a fraud, and to have-perſevered 

in maintaining it. It was not the means of attaining eaſe or 

honour, or opulence, or fame. When deteQted, they could 
expect nothing but to be expoſed to infamy and ruin; and 
had the facts on which it was founded been falſe, they might 
eaſily have been diſproved ; it was the intereſt, and wiſh of 
numbers to have confuted them; nor would it have been poſ- 
fible to have made a ſingle convert of any perſon in poſſeſſion 
of his ſenſes, by a fable ſo palpably falſe and incredible; yet 

it appears that thouſands were converted to Chriſtianity, in the 
very place where theſe events are ſaid to have ha d, and 
within a very few days after the time in which they are ſaid 
to have taken place. 14. If you admit the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, and the other facts recorded, you have an eaſy and 
adequate ſolution of the early, rapid, and extenſive progreſs of 
the Chriſtian religion, notwithſtanding the obſtacles oppoſed to 
it, a progreſs which is evident even from heathen writers: — 
whereas if you deny theſe facts, you can aſſign no probable, 
or even poſſible cauſe for a conduct ſo abſurd, unnatural, and 
unaccountable, ſo - irreconcileable to the principles of human 
nature, and to hiſtorical evidence. 


Whence but from Heaven, could men unſkilled in arts, 

In different nations born, in different parts, 

Weave ſuch agreeing truth®? or how, or why, 

Should all conſpire to cheat us with a lie? 

Unaſted their pains, ungrateful their advice, 

Starving their gains, and martyrdom their price ? 
Derpev. 


Let us now ſuppoſe, that the firſt teachers of Chriſtianity 
were either deceived themſelves, or intended to deceive others. 


The former has been held by ſome ; the latter is Mr. Paine's 
| opinion. 


3 ew 


the country of Judea, 'a man, whom they believed to have 
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opinion. According to the former ſuppoſition, the firſt teach 
ers of Chriſtianity were pious enthuſiaſts, who followed, about 


had divine communications, and who told them that it was 
neceſſary for him to be put to death; they 7magined that they 
faw ſeveral miraculous cures ʒ that dead perſons were brought 
to life ; that thouſands were fed by a few loaves, with man 
other ſimilar events; when this man, whom they called 


ter, was put to death in the moſt diſgraceful manner, and all 


their hopes were at an end, they took it into their heads, that 
his body was not to be found where they had buried it, but 
that he had been raiſed from the dead; they fancied that they 
ſaw him ſeveral times in the eourſe of forty days, that they 
converſed with him, handled him, ate with him, and after- 
wards ſaw him aſcend into heaven; they imagined, thatafter 
the aſcenſion of their maſter, divine power was'communicated 
to themſelves, and that it was their duty to go about preach. 
ing to all people, and teftifying what they had ſeen and heard 


at the riſk of their lives; and they not only imagined theſe 


things themſelves; but they induced others to imagine the ſame, 
and to profeſs their belief in it at the ſame hazard ; their con- 
verts fancied that they ſaw lame men walk, and ſick men made 
perfectly well, in conſequence of a command, and theſe ſick 
perſons alſo imagined that theſe cures were effected ; men of 
different nations fancied that they heard illiterate Jewiſh fiſner- 
men ſpeak to them in their own reſpective languages, hen it 
was all the time an unintelligible jargon; and what perhaps ts 
moſt unaccountable of all, the Jews who had taken ſuch care 
to guard the dead body of Jeſus, and who ufed all their exer- 
tions to prevent theſe entinſiaſte from preaching, never reſorted 
to that eaſy and ſimple proof, of producing the body, which 
they muſt have had in their power, ſince we are now ſuppoſe 
ing the apoſtles to be enthuſiaſts, and not rogues. Many are 
the inſtances we have had of heated imaginations, but never 
was there a caſe in which the ſenſes of men were ſo groſsly, 
ſo unaccountably impoſed upon, as were thoſe of the apoſe 
tles, and their converts on this ſuppoſition. You will hardly 


believe me, when I tell you that there have been men, men 


who would be thought philoſophers, and certainly were learned, 
who were credulous enough to believe that thoufands of men 


| took it into their heads without any reaſon at all, that Chriſt, 


and his apoſtles really wrought miracles ; that they madly de- 
voted their labour, their fortunes, ard even their lives to the 
propagation of this groundleſs opinion, and that by their in- 
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FHexibl& zeal and obſtinacy, - they forced the belief of it upon 
BS the reſt of the world. Is not ſueh enthuſiaſm as this, more 
3 ſtrange, and unaccountable than a reſurrection from the dead ? 


| 1 The apoſtles however, objects Mr. Paine, were impoſtors 
1 und wiſhed to eſtabliſh a p/ous fraud. What follows from 
this ſuppoſition? That a few ignorant, illiterate men, living 
in Galilee, the moſt obſcure, and diſreputable part of Judea, 
Which was itſelf thought very meanly of by moſt other 
nations, that a few ignorant men of this country, fiſhermen, 
or in equally low ſtations, took upon themſelves the taſk of re- 
Forming the worſhip and manners of the world by the means 
of impoſture; that they took as their maſter, one Jeſus, 
a carpenter and their own countryman, who had from bene- 
-volent intentions preached ſuch ſtrict morality, and had ſo ſe- 
verely inveighed againſt the vices of his countrymen, eſpecially 
thoſe in high ſtations, that he had been publickly executed 
(you will recolle& that Mr. Paine acquits Jeſus of all concern 
with the impoſture, on what grounds I cannot well imagine ;) 
that they ſtole his body from the ſepulchre, and pretended 
he had riſen from the dead; that they made this event the 
foundation of their ſyſtem, although they knew that Ciriſt 
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15 * erucified was to te Fews a ſtumbling block, and to all the gen- 
1 WY tiles fooliſhneſs; that their object in this .pious fraud, was to 
r overturn polytheiſm, and introduce the worſhip of the one 
i . true God, and to promote univerſal benevolence, piety, and 
N virtue; that they pretended to the power of working mira- 
13" 6 cles, and ſpeaking in different languages, and that they openly 
5 attempted theſe without fear of diſcovery, and without having 
if 13 ever been detected; that ſo attached were they to this fraud 
* of their own invention, that they perſiſted in it at the riſk of 
mo every thing dear to men; that many of them died in atteſta- 


tion of it, and that they prevailed on others to do the ſame z 
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1 8 that they perſuaded a conſiderable number of perſons, not in 
17% 2 but throughout the Roman empire, to believe 
1 them, to forſake their old religion, to adopt a new one under 
N great worldly diſadvantages, and to lead lives ſuitable to their 
N profeſhon-; that ſuch was the number of theſe converts as, in a 


©. 


very ſhort time, to occaſion a deſertion of the heathen tem- 
ples, and to draw down upon them the vengeance of Roman 
emperors; that theſe ignorant fiſhermen contrived ſuch a ſtory 
as could not be proved a forgery, either in Jeruſalem where 
the ſcene was laid, or elſewhere, although many of the facts 
appealed to, were of a publick nature; that, with ſuch an 

| origin, 
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origin, this impoſtute, improbable, as we are told, in itfeF, 
and with every mark of fraud ſtamped upon the face of it, and 
teaching a new, unpopular, and unaccommodating religion, 
made a rapid progrefs in an enlightened age and country, in 
_—_ to the prejudices, vices, intereſts, and inclinations 
of mankind, and to the authority and influence of the magiſ- 
trate, the prieſt, the philoſopher, and the illiterate multitude; 
that this impoſture has alſo eſcaped the detection of men of 
ſenſe and ability, the moſt enlightened and diligent enquirers 
after truth, until the preſent day; and finally, that after hay- - 
ng ſo long and ſo ſucceſsfully impoſed upon a very great pazt 
of the world, this fraud has at length been detected, not by 
teſtimony to ſhow that ſuch events as were pretended did not 
happen, but by denying that miracles are capable of prook, 
becauſe we have never ſeen any, and by aſſerting that we 
ought to Have ocular and manual demonſtration. Such is what 
Mr. Paine would have you believe; but as you don't experi- 
ence that men act in ſuch a ſtrange manner, you will proba- 
bly be of opinion, that to ſuppoſe multitudes of men in their 
ſober ſenſes, to have acted thus contrary to every motive which 
we obſerve to influence the human breaſt, you will —＋ 
this, I ſay, more incredible, more contrary to the courſe of 
nature, and conſequently more miraculous, than for the events 
to be true, which are alledged as proofs of the divine authority 
of the goſpel. I have now I hope ſatisfactorily ſhown what a 
weight of evidence is in ſupport of our Lord's reſurrection, 
and what abſurdities would follow.from the ſuppoſitzon of its 
being a pious fraud, or the dream of enthuſiaſts ; there are one 


or two circumſtances however mentioned by Mr. Paine, which 


I ſhall briefly notice. He objects to there not being more 
equal and univerſal evidence of the fact. What was quoted 


from Archdeacon Paley reſpecting optimiſm, might be again 


urged here, but I would add, that if the evidence had been 
ſatisfactory to all the people of Judæa, ſo that they could not 
have helped bebeving in it, it would then probably have been 
ſaid by Mr. Paine, and other reaſonab/e men of the preſent 
day, that it was all a colluſion, tending to exalt the. Jewiſh. 
nation, whereas now, the Jews are a ſurviving evidence, that 
there was no colluſion, but that from their enmity they would 
have detected the impoſture if it had been in their power. 
Beſides it would have weakened the evidence derived from the 
oppoſition given to it from all quarters. But the Jews ſay 1t 
3s falſe ; true, and they ſay that his apoſtles ſtole the body of 


Jeſus. But is this probable ? Is it likely that a guard of Reman 
M 2 ſoldiers 
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ſoldiers ſhould all fall aſleep, and continue fo, whilſt a very 
large ſtone” was rolled away, and a body removed? Would 
they not have been ſeverely puniſhed, if this had been the 
tale ? ls it not more probable that they were bribed to ſay 
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the body was ſtolen, and that they were protected from 


uniſhment by the influence of the chief prieſts: And 
ppoſing the diſciples had the body, what could they do 
with it ? It will hardly be imagined, that in ſuch circum- 


ſtances he was brought to life again by flatural means, and 
we have already ſeen what improbabilities follow from the 
ſuppoſition of deceit in the firſt Chriſtians, Some variations 


in the account are often objeQed z I have no doubt that 
theſe may be reconciled to a very great degree, but it will 
take up more time than is conſiſtent with my preſent deſign. 
J will therefore conclude this letter, hoping enough has been 
ſaid to convince you without ocular and manual demonſtration 
which you cannot have, that Jeſus Chriſt roſe from the dead, 
and is conſequently to be conſidered as a divine teacher, both 


|: 018 he and his apoſtles having appealed to this and other miracles 
188 as proofs of his being ſo. Having admitted one miracle, you 
Pl can have no reaſonable objection to receive others on the au- 
16: thority of ſuch competent witneſles as the writers of the new 


"Teſtament, and finally admitting the divine character of Jeſus, 
and the conſequent miſſion of his apoſtles, you will readily 
receive the writings which contain the hiſtory of his life, and 
an account of his doctrines, as containing an account of a 


a | 

K revelation from God, and as therefore deſerving the honour- 
7; ON able appellation of the word of God, and to theſe writings 
1 you will naturally reſort, for the beſt and moſt genuine account 
TI of what was taught by your divine maſter and his apoſtles. 
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HAVING now accompliſhed the moſt material part of 
my object, and having already taken up more of your time 
than Tat firſt intended to have done, I ſhall very briefly notice 
the other ſubjects L propoſed to diſcuſs. The next of theſe 
in order is, whether there can be ſuch a thing as prophecy 
in what circumſtances we may regard prophecies as proots ol 
a divine miſſion; and whether we have any evidence from 
prophecies in the-new Teſtament of the truth of Chriſtianity ? 


Prophecy may be defined, a ſupernatural prediction of a 

Fas. — thoſe perſons. who believe, that the Al- 
mighty Maker of all things is acquainted with what will 
come to pass, as well as with what has already taken place in 
this world, which he has created, thoſe perſons, I ſay, who 
admit fore-knowledge in God himſelf, muſt urs as that, 
if he pleaſes, he can communicate to his creatures an account 
of future events, either for the purpoſe of giving them con- 
ſolation under affliction, of warning them of the dangers in 
which they are placed, or of affording them evidence of the 
truth of a divine revelation. For one or other of theſe pur- 
poſes, and ſometimes for all of them, it ſeems to have pleaſed 
the Almighty, to have communicated the power of prophecy 
to many men amongſt the Jews; at leaſt if the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian hiſtories be true, there were men who laid claim to 
this power, and whoſe prophecies have been handed down to 
our times. The word prophet, however does not always ſig- 
nify in ſcripture a foreteller of future events, nor is it confined 
to one ſenſe, as Mr. Paine might have known, if he had not 
diſdained the labour of enquiry. It bo/ted into Mr. Paine's 
mind, from the connection the word ſometimes has with mu- 
ſical inſtruments, that prophet muſt have meant poet or muſi- 
cian, he treated this voluntary viſitor with civility, and applied 
it to the explanation of Saul's propheſying; he thought it 
removed the difficulty, and he entertained it, never reflecting 
that the word might have many ſignifications; he then tried, 
to ſelect a few lines in meaſure; and being himſelf a poet 
tacked together a few couplets. After this he recollected that 
the prophets were divided generally into the greater and leſſer ; 


this appeared very ſtrange to him ; there could be no degrees 
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in the power of foretelling events; one muſt have been as great 
as the other; and as the very natural thought that they were 
ſo called from the ſize of their books, never occurred to him, 
he ſet this down as a further proof, that they were mere poets. 
Such is the convincing argument, by which Mr. Paine has pur 
tlie ax ts the root of prophecy, as he himſelf confidently ex- 
Preſſes it, and has rendered all the inferences drawn from them, 
all the reſpec paid to them, and all the commentaries written 
upon them, not worth diſputing about. I ſhould think it an in- 
ſult to your underſtandings, to offer a ſerious refutation of ſuch 
an argument. Some other objections which he has made (be- 
ing determined, I ſuppoſe, to clinch the matter) are however 
calculated to miſlead you. He has ſaid, that all the things 
called prophecies, in the boot called the bible, are related in ſuch 


à looſe and obſcure manner, as to be out of the comprehenſion of 


thoſe that heard them, and fo equivocal as to fit almoſt any cir- 
cumſtance that might happen afterwards z that every thing unin- 
telligible was prophetical, that it was deemed ſufficient if t 

fuppaſed prophet in ſhooting with a long bow of a thouſan years, 
firuck within a thouſand miles of a mark ; and that even if pro- 
Phecies were real, they could not anſwer the purpoſe of proving 
a divine miſſion. The method I ſhall take of refuting theſe 
aſſertions, will be by pointing out to you ſome inſtances of 
clear and intell File prophecies which have been fulfilled, but 
I ſhall previouſly remark with Doctor Prieſtley, that © it is 
* not neceſlary the event ſhould correſpond to the prophecy 
« ſo exactly, as that it might have been diſtinctly deſcribed 
& before it came to paſs. For in how dark and obſcure a 
4 manner ſoever, the prophecy be expreſſed, it will be ſuf - 
« ficiently manifeſt that it came from God, if, after the event, 
ce the correſpondence between them be ſo great, that human 
ce“ foreſight could not have deſcribed it in ſuch a manner, and if 
« it be highly improbable, or impoſſible that it ſhould have 
« been deſcribed in ſuch a manner at random. But many 
« prophecies recorded in ſcripture were as intelligible before 
«& as after the event, and yet did not at all contribute to 
& their own accompliſhment, by inducing the friends of 
* revelation to exert themſelves in order to bring about the 
« thing foretold.” The criterion by which we diſtinguiſh 
a prophecy. to be of divine original is, its having been delivered 
before the event; and the event being beyond the reach of 
human ſagacity and ſufficiently correſpondent to the predio- 
tion. Such prophecies after their accompliſhment, and fuch 


only can afford us any proof of the divine miſſion of the _ 
| on 


1 
ſon who delivers them, and ſuch we contend corroborate the 


evidence of the truth of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian revelations, 


I would further obſerve, that prophecies never were appealed 
to as . proofs of a divine miſſion, to the perſons who heard 


them delivered, unleſs they alſo witneſſed the accompliſhment 


of them. Thoſe perſons had uſually other proofs of the au- 
thority of the prophet, and the predictions anſwered the other 
ends I have already mentioned, either of conſoling them, or 
warning them, as moſt of thoſe to the Iſraelites, or of giving 
them ſigus to direct them, as was that of Chriſt reſpect 

Jeruſalem. Their value as proofs of a miſſion, is to thoſe 
who live at or after the time of their fulfilment, and then, if 
the event were beyond the reach of human ſagacity, and ſuf- 
ficiently correſpondent. to the prediction, we may fairly con- 
clude that it came from God, Chriſtians appeal to prophe- 
cies, as proofs of the divine miſſion of their maſter in two 
ways, ſhowing that prophecies were fulfilled in him, which 


were delivered previous to his appearance, and that prophecies 


which were delivered by him, have been fulfilled. The for- 
mer will be noticed when we conſider the Jewiſh-prophecies, 
and to a few of the latter I will now refer you. All of you, 
who read or hear the new teſtament, muſt recolle& various 
minute circumſtances relating to his own future ſituation fore- 
told by Chriſt, and eſpecially the particulars of his death and 
reſurrection. Vou mult alſo recollect the prophecy reſpecting 
the ſiege and deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the calamities to 
be endured by the Jews, which occur, Mat. xxiii. 37, 38. 
Luke xix. 4t. &c. xxiii. 27. &c. and moſt fully, Mat. 
xxiv. and Luke xx. The accompliſhment of them will be 
very evident on peruſing Joſephus's Hiſtory of. the Wars 
of the Fews. I will mention one particular circumſtance : 
Jeſus was with his diſciples at a L x8 whence they could 
fee the temple, and they deſired him to attend to the mag- 
nificence of the temple ; he anſwered, ſee ye not all theſe 
things ? verily I ſay unto you, there ſhall not be left here one 


fone upon another that ſball nit be thrown down. This is re- 


lated by an hiſtorian whoſe fidelity we have no cauſe to ſuſ- 
pect, and whoſe work we have reaſon to think was publiſhed 
before the event; when it was delivered Judea was in 
peaceable ſubjection to the Romans, the moſt powerful na- 
tion in the world, and though they bore the yoke with impa- 
tience, there was no probability of their being ſoon able to 
make oppoſition, or at leaſt ſuch as would occaſion a lon 
ſiege ; and even if this had been probable, it could not be ex- 
peed 


— 


| ln SY | 
petted that a people ſo much attached to the fine arts, would 
deftroy ſo glorious a ſtructure as the temple was. The event 
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i then was beyond the reach. of human ſagacity, yet Chriſt ſaid 
1 1 it would happen before #hat generation had paſſed away. His 
_ prediction was fulfilled ; the Jews with aſtoniſhing obſtinacy 
1 64 defended their city; and notwithſtanding the deſire of the 
. Roman general to preſerve, it, the temple. was ſet an fire and 

1 completely deſtroyed. Another prophecy to which I ſhall gall 

£1 your attention,occurs in the two following parables; the kingdom 
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of heaven is like a grain of muſlard-ſeed, which, a man took, and 
ved in his field: which indeed is the leaſt 1 all feed; 3 but 
avhen it is grown, it is the greateſt among herbs, and becometh 
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0 a tree; ſo that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches 
1 #hereof.. The kingdom of heaven is like unto lruuen, which a 
i avoman took, and hid in three meaſures of meal, till the whole 
19-8 awas leavened. Matt. xiii. 31, 33. This prophecy was de li- 
1 Ahoy vered in parables, which was the uſual way of ſpeaking amongſt 
1 25 0 all the eaſtern nations. There is however nothing obſcure in it; 
lil” "8 by the kingdom of heaven, the goſpel is intended, as appears from 
5 1 other paſſages, and the ſimilitudes made uſe of, are ſuch as would 
M ſtrike every perſon who heard them. At the time they were de- 
nt; livered, and alſo whenthey were recorded by Matthew, there was 
WIC Gr P equalimprobability, in the eyes of men, of the event taking place 
1 a which was foretold : the firſt preachers were illiterate men, 
14 xi of low birth, and of a deſpiſed nation, and the doctrines were 
1 ſuch as would occaſion ſtrong oppoſition from every quarter; 
. et notwithſtanding way obſtacle, Chriſtianity As proceeded 
1 in the gradual manner ſo clearly implied by ie growth of a 
| A; . plant, and the working of leaven, and the prediction is now 
[ts going on rapidly to its perfect accompliſhment. I might lay 
n before you ſome others, and have no doubt that the manifeſt 
N accompliſhment of ſome in that book of riddles, the reve/ations, 
N 8 5 will furniſh additional ones to our poſterity; thoſe, however, 

e I have mentioned will anſwer my preſent deſign, and ſerve to 
149 ſtrengthen your belief in the divine original of Chriſtianity, 
Fo: ; 5 though, perhaps, not of themſelves ſufficient to convince you. 
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Ma. PAINE has ſaid a great deal againſt the Jewiſh ſerip- 
tures, which I have no intention to examine, becauſe I do not 
regard it as affecting the main object of theſe letters, which 
was to prove the truth of Chriſtianity not of Judaiſm. It has 
been the faſhion fo attack Chriſtianity through the ſides of Fu 
daiſm, but though theſe objections are founded chiefly in miſ- 
conſtruction or exaggeration, it is not incumbent upon the 


neth defender of Chriſtianity as ſuch," to maintain the circumſlantial 
nches truth of each ſeparate paſſage of the old teſtament, the genuineneſs 
ich a of every book, or the information, fidelity, and judgment of every 
whole awriter in it; nor would the foundations of our religion be at 
deli- all weakened, even though we gave up the ſpeaking of Ba- 
ng(t laam's aſs, or the ſtories of Samſon and Jonah, although theſe 
in it ſtories do not ſtrike me in the ſame light they do Mr. Paine. 
from Having premiſed this, I ſhall content myſelf with ſelecting a 
'ould few paſſages from Doctor Prieſtley's letters to a philoſophicalun- 
e de- believer, reſpecting the truth of the Moſaic difbenlation, C te 
2 Was has been the cuſtom,” ſayshe, with unbelievers, to divert them- 
place « ſelves and their readers with the hiſtory of the Jews, with fome 
nen, ; « cf the peculiarities of their religion, and eſpecially with their 
were « ſtupidity, obſtinacy, and ignorance, compared with the more 
ter 3 « poliſhed nations of antiquity. But it has been without con- 
eded 5 ſidering that all theſe latter charges are highly unfavourable 
of a * to their own object in advancing them, it it be admitted 
now © (which cannot ſurely be denied) that Jews, ſtupid and ig- 
lay « norant as they have been, were nevertheleſs men, and not a 
ufeſt | &« ſpecies of beings totally different from that of other men. 
ions, « For it is obvious to remark, that ſo obſtinate and intraQta- 
ver, © ble as unbelievers deſcribe them to have been, (as indeed 
e to * their own hiſtory ſhews that they were) it muſt have been 
nit y, * peculiarly difficult to impoſe upon them, with reſpect to 
you. « any thing to which they were exceedingly averſe. "Allo, 


from a people ſo unpoliſhed and ignorant, ſo far behind 
© other nations in the arts of peace and war, we ſhould not 
* naturally expect deArines and ſentiments ſuperior to any 
„thing of the kind that we find in the moſt improved nations. 
And yet, the bare inſpection of their writings proves, that 
” R with reſpect to religion and the doQrines concerning God 
r and providence, the Jews were in a high degree knowing, 


. « and 


1 
. and all other nations ignorant and barbarous.* In theſe 
& reſpeQs, therefore the Jews muſt have been poſſeſſed of 
advantages ſuperior to thoſe of other nations; and if theſe 
« advantages were not natural, they muſt have been of a ſu- 
„ pernatural kind. It muſt be allowed as a ſtriking fact, that 
the Jewiſh religion was moſt effentially different from that 
„ of any other nation in the world. — The object of their wor- 
& ſhip was quite different, and infinitely ſuperior to any thing 
4“ that other nations looked up to. Alſo what we may call the 
% morality of their worſhip, the character of the rites of it, 
«© and the temper and diſpeſition of mind promoted by it, 
«© were ſtill more different. In all theſe eſſential particulars, 
the religion of Jeſus was ſo ſtrikingly different from that of 
% any of their neighbouring nations, that it could never have 
* been derived from any of them, and an attachment to the 
„ one muſt have created an averſion to the other. As the 
« Jews, though an ancient nation, were not ſo ancient as the 
« Egyptians or other nations by whom they were completely 
ſurrounded, and as, with reſpe& to natural ſcience, it 1s 
% acknowledged that they were much behind them, how 
% came they poſſeſſed of ſuch juſt and ſublime concep- 
& tions, with reſpe&«to the ſubje& of religion, and of 
& whom could they have learned ſuch rational worſhip ? 
& This effect, as well as every other, muſt have had an 
« adequate cauſe, and the circumſtances of the Jews con- 
* ſidered, I ſee no adequate cauſe of ſo great an effect 
« beſides thoſe divine communications, which are recorded 
© in the books of Moſes, which ſhow that the univerſal pa- 
81. cc rent made choice of that nation, obſtinate and ſtupid as it 
44 always was, to be the means of preſerving in the world the 
3 *< true knowledge of himſelf, and the purity of his worſhip, 
1 | „ amid{t the univerſal degeneracy of the reſt of mankind. 
1 + «© When we conſider the kind of rage for the ceremonies of 
4 


1 % idolatrous religions, and the immorality they countenance, 
(4: + % ſhown 


- 
. 
. 
: 
- 1 
* 
„ 
5 
. 
5 
1 7 
. 
o 
: : 
1 

0 i 

= 

= 
- - 
- 
= 

- 
= 

. 

* 9 
1 . 

. 

s 1 : 

, 

1 
7 
6 
* 

- 

15 

| F 3 

e 

oe l 
F 
* 

98 „ 
Tay 
0 7 
9 A 

N 5 

19 
6 * 
\ 
IS 
et 
Sk * 
{} 
Ss 7 

7 © 

of 

1 
"* 

N 

0 "WP; 

** 
* 


r 
A 3 


Z nt. 


7 * 3 * \ vr een 
— = 
— 
> 2 — 


Ay * It has been objected to both Judaiſm and Chriſtianity by Mr. 

+ | Paine, that they teach wrong notions of the ſolar ſyſtem, and of na- 
+ rural 1 He might have known that Chriſtians in general, 
* ſuppoſe the writers of the ſcrintures to have conformed to the language 
| of the times, as it does not appear to have been the intention of the 
. Almighty to inſtruct men reſpecting theſe ſubjects. Whatever might 
bon, {ef ha ve happened in former times, Chriſtians in general, at preſent hold 
, the ſame. opinion about that ſyſtem which Mr. Paine does, and they 
. do not conceive. it at all inconſiſtent with their reſpect for thoſe books, 
not with their Chriſtiau profeſſion, 
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% ſhown by all nations; how can we account for Abraham 
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abandoning the religion of his country (to ſay nothing of 
his removing to ſo great a diſtance from it) and the Iſraelites, 
when they were become a nation, relinquiſhing the rites 
of the Egyptians, and adopting a religion and ceremonies 
of ſo very different a nature? This is what no nation ever 
did of a ſudden voluntarily, or could ever be brought to do 
involuntarily, by ordinary means; and that this was invo- 
luntary on the part of the Iſraelites is moſt evident, from 
their * relapſes into their former ſnperſtitions, from 
which they were with great difficulty reclaimed, The 
ouly poſſible explanation of this wonderful fa, I will 
venture to ſay, is to be found in the books of Moſes, and 
other writings of the old teſtament, in which we have an 
authentick account of the frequent interpoſitions of the di- 
vine Being, to bring about ſo great an event by miracles, 
which the obſtinacy and incredulity of that nation, great as 
they always were, were not able to withſtand. If we 
conſider the miracles of which we have an account in the 
books of Moſes (which were i EA written at the 
time when they are ſaid to have been performed) we ſee 
them to have been wonderfully calculated to produce this 
effect; and they were of ſuch a nature, as that no nation 
whatever could have heen deceived into the belief of them, 
even if they had been as well diſpoſed, as we know they 
were ill diſpoſed, towards the object of them. When the 
great ſcene opens, the Iſraelites were in the moſt abjeQ ſtate 
of ſlavery in Egypt, without the leaſt proſpeQ of relief, their 
oppreſſors being a warlike nation, themſelves. unuſed to 
arms, and no foreign power to take their part, Yet though 
theſe warlike Egyptians, who derived the greateſt advan- 
tages from their fervitude, did every thing in their power 
to detain them, they actually marched out of the country, 
without leaving any part of their property behind; they 
paſſed forty years in a wilderneſs, from which ſo great a 


* multitude could not have derived ſufficient ſuſtenance ; and 


they took poſſeſhon of a country occupied by ſeveral nu- 
merous and warlike nations. Such are the fas, and I ſee 
no- probable method of accounting for them, but upon the 
ſuppoſition of the truth of thoſe miracles, which are re- 
corded in the writings of Moſes, and which explain the 
whole in a moſt ſatisfactory manner.” ——After illuſtrating 


this, the Doctor proceeds: - ſuch is the account that the books 


of Moſes and Joſhua give of theſe things, and to ſay nothing 
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of the internal marks of credibility in the writings of Moſes, 
which bear as evident marks of authenticity, as any natra- 
tive, or journal of events, that was ever written : the mi- 
racles introduced into the hiſtory, ſupply the only poſſible 
hypotheſis to account for the reſt, A fact which cannot be 
denied, is the belief of all the Iſraelitiſn nation, from that 
time to the preſent, that ſuch events did take place, that 
the hiſtory we now have of them was written by Moſes 
himſelf, till near the time of his death, and that the nar- 


Tative was continued -by other perſons, who recorded the 


events of their own times.— If the antiquity of the books 
of Moſes, &c. be denied, it ſtill remains to be accounted 
for, how all the nation could, at any period of time, be 
made to believe that their anceſtors had come from Egypt, 
through the Red Sea, and the river Jordan, and that ſfch 
a law as theirs, had been delivered in an audible voice 
from Mount Sinai, when none of thoſe things had ever 


happened. This is not more probable, than that the Eng- 


liſh nation ſhould at this time be brought to believe, that 
their anceſtors originally came ſrom France, and that they 
croſſed from Calais to Dover without ſhips. An attempt 
to impoſe upon a whole nation ſuch an account as this, and 
eſpecially a hiſtory of the events ſaid to have been written 
at the time, when nothing of the kind had been heard of 
before, would at any period be treated with ridicule and 
neglect. No people ever were, or ever can be, ſo impo- 
ſed upon, eſpecially when the things propoſed to them are 
ſo diſagreeable and burthenſome, as the laws of Moſes 
certainly were to the Jewiſh nation. The whole body 
of the Jewiſh nation, attached as they formerly were to the 
ſuperſtitions of their neighbours, never entertained a doubt 
with reſpeC to any of the contents of the books of Moſes. 
That there were ſuch perſons as Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, Moſes, and Aaron, &c. and that the things recorded 
of them were true, they always believed, as firmly as we 
do the hiſtory of Julius Cæſar, or William the Conqueror; 
and though the nation has continued ſeveral thouſand years, 
and has been near two thouſand years diſperſed among all 
other nations, their belief in the ancient hiſtory of their na- 
tion, and their reſpect for the books which contain it, are 
not in the leaſt diminiſhed. There is no example of any 
other nation ſuffering as the Jews have done, without being 
utterly loſt, and confounded with the common maſs of 
mankind, and their religious cuſtoms diſappearing 1 

| them. 
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ce them.— This alone, I will venture to ſay, is a fact which 
«© no philoſopher can account for, without admitting the au- 
ve thenticity of the books which contain the principles of the 
«* Jewiſh religion, and the truth of the miracles by which it 
« was proved to be divine.” 


With reſpect to the authenticity of the Jewiſh ſcriptures, 
I ſhall content myſelf with remarking, that Jews and Chriſ- 
tians have agreed in receiving them ; that we have many old 
verſions and paraphraſes of them, one of them made about 
three hundred years before Chriſt, and not materially differ- 
ing; that the different Jewiſh ſects concurred in receiving 
them; that they carry ſtrong internal marks of veracity ;- and 
that the forgery of them would have been attended with con- 
ſiderable, it not inſurmountable difficulties. 
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FxLLOW-Crrizzxs, 


IT is my intention in the preſent letter, to refer you to 
ſome prophecies in the old teſtament, and make a few brief 


remarks on them. I ſhall firſt notice ſome prophecies relating 


to various nations which had connections with the Jevs,— 
And iſt, the prophecies concerning the poſterity of Abraham by 
Iſhmael} have been wonderfully. fulfilled, and the en rare 
of the Arabians, who are chiefly deſcended from Iſhmael, is 
an atteſtation of their truth, and divinity. See Geneſis xvi, 6, 


12. Xxxi, 13, 20. I ſhall now obſerve, that the deſcendants of 


Iſhmael were a conſiderable. nation. in very early times, and 
under Mahomet and his ſucceſſors, the Arabs extended their 
conqueſts over a great part of the world. All the northern 
coaſts of Africa abound with Arabs, and Palæſtine is now almoſt 
entirely occupied by them ; they {till retain their ancient ſeats, 
and are as numerous there as ever. It was ſaid that Iſhmael 
ſhould be a id man, and the Arabs are wild and intracta- 
ble even to a proverb. It was ſaid that his hand ſbould be 
againſt every man, and every man's hand againſt him; and it is 
well known, that the Arabs, and probably the Arabs only, of all 
the nations of the world, have conſtantly lived in a ſtate of hoſti- 
lity againſt all mankind, plundering their neighbours and all 
travellers who are obliged to paſs through any part of their 
country. It ſeems to be intimated by Iſhmael's dwelling in 
tie midſt of all his brethren, that his poſterity ſhould continue 
to dwell among them, and to ſubfiſt as a ſeparate nation, 
notwithſtanding this ſtate of conſtant hoſtility ; and it is truly 
remarkable, that, though the conqueſt of Arabia has been 
attempted by almoſt all the great empires, which have bor. 
dered upon them, it has never yet been ſubdued, and no 
nation ever made the attempt without repenting of it; hav- 
ing met with nothing but diſgrace and loſs. This was moſt 
remarkably the caſe in the time of Trajan, the moſt war- 
like of all the Roman emperors, and, when the empire 
was in its greateſt ſtrength. This prophecy was certainly in 


exiſtence above two thouſand years ago, probably above four 
thouſand, 


* Prieſtley's Inſtitutes of natural and revealed Religion, Vol, 1. 
page 404, &c. 


L 203. ] 
thouſand, and we ſee the accompliſhment of it extending to 
our own times: could this have been the effect of human 
foreſight, or does the writer in ſboofing his long bow, only firike 
within a thouſand miles of a mark? When Nineveh and Ba- 
bylon were in all their power and ſplendour, their utter deſ- 
truction was foretold, and with reſpect to the latter, the time 
and manner, and even the name of the conqueror. If they 
were delivered when we are told they were, and there is no 
good reaſon I know of for doubting it, then they have been ſur- 
prizingly and circumſtantially fulfilled. This is certain that 
part of this prediction was that wild beaſts ſhould dwell there, 
and it ſhould no more be dwelt in from generation to generation. 
Since the Chriſtian æra, Babylon was not quite deſerted of 
inhabitants. Lucian in the ſecond century, ſays, that in a little 
time it would be ſought for-and not be found. In the fourth 
century, it was actually converted into a chace for keepin 
wild beaſts ; ſince that time the walls have been deſtroyed? 
and now it is not known where it ſtood. In the time of Alex- 
ander the Great, Tyre was a place of importance ; to that 
time we can certainly trace the Jewiſh ſcriptures, if not much 
higher. Theſe ſcriptures contain a prophecy that Tyre 
ſhould be deſtroyed, and ſhould be @ place for ſpreading of nets 
in the midſt of the ſea, Ezech. xxvi, and ſpeaking of the old 
city, that it ſhould never be found again. Of old Tyre not a 
trace remains, and that which was built upon an iſland and 
called the new city, is now a heap of ruins and is only viſited 
by a few fiſbermen. 


The ſame Ezechiel propheſied of Egypt, that it ſhould be 

a baſe kingdom, and that there ſhould be no more a prince of the 
land of Egypt—ſee Ezech. xxix, xxx. From that time to the 
preſent, Egypt has never had a prince of its own, but has 
been ſucceſſively under the power of different nations. Its 
preſent maſters are the Turks, and its ſtate of ſlavery is moſt 
abje& indeed. Theſe are moſt extraordinary ſhots, and the 
application of them the whimſical conceits of ſectaries, expound 
ers and commentators But Mr. Paine does not read the bi- 
ble, and perhaps, did not know any thing of the prophecies 
except from the flights of his own imagination. Reſpecting 
the Jews themſelves,, Moſes foretold amongſt other things, 
that the Lord would ſcatter them among all people, from one end 
of the earth unto the other. And among thoſe nations ſhalt thou 
find no eaſe, neither ſhall the ſole of thy foot have reft, but the 
Lord ſhall give thee there a trembling heart, and fainting of eyes, 
and ſorrow of mind,-Deut, xxviii, 62, &c, There are nu- 
merous 
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merous other ſtriking circumſtance 
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| ces, all of which are diſtin&ly 
foretold, and which we /ee verified by the preſent circum- 
ſtances which make that nation ſo remarkable over the whole 
world. Strongly prejudiced, indeed, muſt be the mind of the 


man who can account for theſe predictions by human ſagacity, 


or can imagine any other foundation of them than the foreknow- 
ledge ot that Being who made and direQts all things. I ſhall 
add, that there are many prophecies reſpecting Chriſt / in the 
old teſtament, in books certainly publiſhed long before his 

pearance; which could not have been inſerted ſince, or the 
Tex muſt have detected it, which though otherwiſe explained 
yy. the Jews, who yet expect the accompliſhment of them, 


1 


ſeem to be free from all obſcurity or equivocalneſs; and 
which were fo applied by Chriſt himſelf and his apoſtles. | 


Of theſe, one of the moſt ſtriking is, that beginning at the 
1 zth verſe of the_52nd chapter of Iſaiah, and continuing t..co? 
the remainder of that and the 53d chapter. See alſo Daniel 
Ix, 24, &c.—Iſaiah, xi, 3.—Malachi iii, 1, &c. with many 
others ſcattered. through the prophetick writings, and which 
many authors have collected and explained. You will. 
* fear in mind,“ as Archdeacon Paley obſerves, “ what has 
ic been often, and, I think, truly urged by the advocates of 
« Chriſtianity, that there is no other eminent perſon to the 
* hiſtory of whoſe life, ſo many circumſtances can be made 
to apply. They who object, that much has been done by 
& the power of chance, the ingenuity of accommodation, and 
& the induſtry of reſearch, ought to try whether the ſame, or 
* any thing like it, could be done, if Mahomet or any other 
« perſon were propoſed as the ſubject of . Jewiſh prophecy.” 
I will now aſk you, whether we may not juſtly conſider theſe 
prophecies as great corroborations of the truth of the Jewiſh 
and Chriſtian diſpenſations ? and whether they are not to be 
ranked in a very different claſs from the oracles in the hea- 
then nations, and from. thoſe predictions of which we often 
hear ſo much in theſe days, which are either the reſult of 
human ſagacity in diſcerning probable events, at no great diſ- 
tance of time, or the effects of a heated imagination, which 
may never be fulfilled in any degree, or perhaps interpreta- 
tions of the ancient Jewiſh and Chriſtian prophecies which 
remain to be fulfilled? To dignify ſuch writings or ex- 
preſſions with the name of prophectes, is exalting them to a 
rank wnich they ſeem to have no pretenſions to. 
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| Fz1.Low-CITIZENS, "jp 1 

I PROPOSED laſtly to conſider whether there is evidence 
of a like nature, to prove that Mahomet was @ prophet ſent 
from God, or whether we are able to diſcover ſtrong marks of 


impoſture, and to perceive à material difference between 
the evidenccs of his religion, and that of Chriſt, My reafon 


for noticing this is, becauſe Mahomet laid claim to the cha- 
racter of a prophet, becauſe the religion eſtabliſhed by him 
has ſpread through a very em part of the world, and becauſe 
Mr. Paine has thought fit to place him on a level with Moſes 
and Chriſt. To enable you to form a judgment on the ſubje&, 
I ſhall briefly mention the following particulars ; 11 


1. Mahomet did not found his pretenſions upon miracles, 
properly ſo called, that is upon proofs of ſupernatural agency 
capable of being known, and atteſted by others. Chriſtians ate 
warranted in this aſſertion by the Koran itſelf, which not only 
does not relate any miracles but in a manner diſclaims them, 
while it acknowledges them to have been wrought by Moſes 
and Jeſus. The viſits of Gabriel, the night journey of Ma- 
homet to heaven, and the delivery of the Koran, reſt on the 


bare aſſertion of Mahomet, and deſerve not the name of ſerr- 


ſible miracles. This want of atteſted miracles is à great defi- 
ciency in the religion of Mahomet. 5 


2. Mahomet was the grandſon of the moſt powerful and 
honourable family in Mecea, and though by circumſtances, 
he did not inherit a fortune ſuitable to his birth, he had, long 
before the commencement of his miſſion, repaired this defi- 
ciency by an opulent marriage. A perſon of high deſcenr, 
and nearly allied to the chiefs of his country, would not fail, 
as a religious teacher, to attract attention and followers. 


3. Mahomet conducted his deſign at firſt efpecially, with | 


great art and prudence, He firſt applied to and gained ſome 
of his own family, and a few perſons of rank, making in all 
fourteen perſons; this took up three years, during which 
all was tranſacted in ſecret. Afterwards, with the help 
of theſe friends, and under the powerful protection of his fa- 
mily, he began to preach 53 and continued it for nine 
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or ten pears, and though there was no eſtablifbed religion to 
| with, he made no very great number of proſelytcs. 


4. Mahomet formed his ſcheme of religion ſo as to con- 
ciliate not only the Arabians, but alſo Jews, and Chriſtians. . 
He ſet out with the great doQrine of the ſtrict and excluſive 
unity of God, and acknowledged the divine miſſions of Moſes, 
and Chriſt, adding that he was ſent to reſtore the truth which 
had been corrupted by their followers. | 


5. Two purpoſes pervade the inſtitution of Mahomet con- 
tained in the Koran, namely to make converts, and to make 
his converts ſoldiers. This is evident from his telling the 
Jews, Chriſtians, and Pagan Arabs, that the religion which 
he taught, was no ether than had been originally their own ; 
from his never ceaſing to deſcribe the future anguiſh of unbe- 
lievers in terms calculated to inſpire the greateſt terror ; from 
his voluptuous paradiſe, deſcribed in the moſt glowing colours, 
and ſuited to the paſſion of his followers ; ſrom his reſerving 
the higheſt heaven for thoſe who fought his battles, or ex- 
pended their fortunes in his cauſe ; and from his compliance 
with the paſſions of the people in warm regions, in indulging 
his followers with reſpe& to women, whilſt he reſtrained them 
from inebriating liquors, though, by the way, he did not ven- 
ture to prohibit wine till the ſeventeenth year of his miſſion, 
when military ſucceſſes had eſtabliſhed his authority. Theſe, 
circumſtances will eaſily account for his aun Maag many 
followers. | R 


6. After theſe twelve years peaceable preaching in Mecea, 
with no remarkable ſucceſs, he went to Medina, another city 
of Arabia. In this place were great diſturbances occaſioned 
by the mutual perſecutions of Jews and Chriſtians, and of the 
different Chriſtian ſeQs, added to the hereditary contentions 
of two hoſtile tribes. The religion of Mahomet preſented a 
point of union, embracing the principles which were common 
to all, and met therefpre with ſome ſucceſs, though not very 
conſiderable, till a political aſſociation introduced Mahomet 
into Medina, and placed the government in his hands. From 
this time he diſcovered his views, and pretended to à com- 
miſſion to attack the infide!s, to deſtroy idolatry, and to ſer 
up the true faith by the ſword, He was victorious in man 
battles, his ſucceſſors were ſo likewiſe, and Mahometaniſm 
became the prevailing religion of Aſia. 


7 Mahometaniſm 


L 10% J 
7. Mchometaniſm never gained converts in conſequence of 
an examination into. the grounds of it, among perſons not in- 
tereſted in the reception of it. In what country was this re- 
ligion ever generally received, in which the ruling, powers 
oppoſed it, and 8 it, or in which the ruling powers 
were not viel y Mahometans ? 


Other circumſtances | mich be mentioned, but I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with theſe, and ſhall leave it to yourſelves to re- 
mark, how very different was the origin and progreſs of 
Chriſtianity. * 
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» a s evidences of Chriſtianity, vol. 3, and ane leners 
to a philoſophical unbeliever, vol, 2, letter 11. 
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I HAVE now finiſhed the work I undertook, I have eſta- 


* bliſhed, I hope to your ſatisfaction, that Jeſus Chriſt was a 
perſon with divine authority; that this is proved to us by mi- 

_ xacles and prophecy; and that the ſcriptures containing his 
doctrines deſerve to be conſidered as the word of God. In 
doing this, I have endeavoured carefully to abſtain from all 
thoſe arguments which could have no weight except with 
Chriſtians, and alſo to confine myſelf to the proof of thoſe 
things which all Chriſtians agree in believing, and on which the 
build thoſe doctrines by which particular ſects are diſtinguiſhed. 
Should doubts ſtill remain on the minds of any of you, don't 
be diſcouraged, nor conſider the ſubject as exhauſted. Theſe 
letters are only a compilation from the works of the many 
excellent writers to whom I have occaſionally referred, and 
from the haſty manner in which they have been drawn up 
under many diſadvantages, it is probable, notwithſtanding ſome 
correCtions of kind friends, not only that there are many defects 
in the ſtyle and method which might have been rectified, but 
what is of more conſequence, that ſome arguments have been 
omitted, and others weakened by ill-· timed abbreviation ; but 
their ſpeedy publication appeared to be an object of the great- 
eſt importance. The ſame motive which has induced me to 
publiſh-theſe letters, will alſo lead me to remove any difficul- 
ties which may occur to a ſincere enquirer after truth, as far 
as lies in my power, and I make no doubt that there are many 
others who, on being applied to, will be found equally willing. 
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. The immoral lives, and bitter diſſentions of Chriſtians, have 
4 © 0 0 5 . . 

7 OY been often brought as an argument againſt Chriſtianity ; this 
. vi is a very unfair argument, but however let me entreat you to 
[ 1 7. take away this 1 Show by your behaviour, that 
1 whatever be your ſpeculative opinions, you conſider moral 
1 conduct as pleaſing in the ſight of God, and the one thing 


n needful ; above all let me exhort you, as children of the 
17* ſame Almighty Father, who is the author of all the good we 
enjoy, as followers of Jeſus our common maſter, whom we 
all profeſs to love and reverence; and as perſons travelling 
the ſame great road to glory, honour and immortality to 


cultivate love one for another, to put away from you all re- 
| | ligious 
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ligious animoſities, and to ſhow 


7 [ 109 ] 2 3 
yourſelves Chriſtians, not in 


I am, Sc. 


T. D. HINCKS. 


THE END. 


